Profile: George Bush

A fanatic advocate of
population control

In a Sept. 9 interview with Barbara Walters, former First Lady
Barbara Bush confirmed that she is pro-abortion, while charac-
terizing her husband, former President George Bush, as being
against abortion on religious grounds while being otherwise in
favor of population control. That this is a fabrication of the
truth (to be polite), was proved beyond doubt by EIR’s Kathleen
Klenetsky, in articles published in EIR previously and incorpo-
rated by Webster Tarpley and Anton Chaitkin in their book
George Bush: The Unauthorized Biography (Executive Intelli-
gence Review, Washington, D.C.: 1992). We excerpt here from
Chapter 10, “Rubbers Goes to Congress,” wherein the authors
report on Bush’s record as a U.S. congressman from Texas’s
7th Congressional District, which race he won in 1966 through
“a masterpiece of gerrymandering” :

In 1969, Bush told the House of Representatives that, unless
the menace of human population growth were “recognized
and made manageable, starvation, pestilence and war will
solve it for us.” In remarks to the House on July 30, 1969, he
likened the fight against the polio virus to the crusade to
reduce the world’s population. Urging the federal govern-
ment to step up population control efforts, he said: “We have
a clear precedent: When the Salk vaccine was discovered,
large-scale programs were undertaken to distribute it. I see
no reason why similar programs of education and family
planning assistance should not be instituted in the United
States on a massive scope.”

As Jessica Mathews, vice president of one of Washing-
ton’s most influential zero-growth outfits, the World Re-
sources Institute, later wrote of Bush in those years: “In the
1960s and ’70s, Bush had not only embraced the cause of
domestic and international family planning, he had aggres-
sively sought to be its champion. . . . As a member of the
Ways and Means Committee, Rep. Bush shepherded the first
major breakthrough in domestic family planning legislation
in 1967,” and “later co-authored the legislation commonly
known as Title X, which created the first federal family plan-
ning program. . . .

“On the international front,” Mathews wrote, Bush “rec-
ommended that the U.S. support the United Nations Popula-
tion Fund. . . . He urged, in the strongest words, that the
U.S. and European countries make modem contraceptives
available ‘on a massive scale,’ to all those around the world
who wanted them.”
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During his four years in Congress, Bush not only intro-
duced key pieces of legislation to enforce population control
both at home and abroad. He also continuously introduced
into the congressional debate reams of propaganda about the
threat of population growth and the inferiority of blacks, and
he set up a special Republican task force which functioned
as a forum for the most rabid malthusian ideologues.

Like his father before him, Bush supported Planned Par-
enthood at every opportunity. Time after time, he rose on the
floor of the House to praise Planned Parenthood’s work. In
1967, Bush called for “having the government agencies work
even more closely with going private agencies such as
Planned Parenthood.”

On the foreign policy front, he helped shift U.S. foreign
assistance away from funding development projects to grap-
ple with the problem of hunger in the world, to underwriting
population control. “I propose that we totally revamp our
foreign aid program to give primary emphasis to population
control,” he stated in the summer of 1968. . . .

Among Bush’s most important contributions to the neo-
malthusian cause while in Congress was his role in the Re-
publican Task Force on Earth Resources and Population.
The task force, which Bush helped found and then chaired,
churned out a steady stream of propaganda claiming that the
world was already seriously overpopulated. . . .

Comprised of over 20 Republican congressmen, Bush’s
task force was a kind of malthusian vanguard organization,
which heard testimony from assorted “race scientists,” spon-
sored legislation, and otherwise propagandized the zero-
growth outlook. In its 50-odd hearings during these years,
the task force provided a public forum to nearly every well-
known zero-growth fanatic, from Paul Ehrlich, founder of
Zero Population Growth (ZPG), to race scientist William
Shockley, to the key zero-growth advocates infesting the
federal bureaucracy. . . .

Headed by John D. Rockefeller III, the commission rep-
resented a radical, government-sanctioned attack on human
life. Its final report, issued in 1972, asserted that “the time
has come to challenge the tradition that population growth is
desirable: What was unintended may turn out to be unwanted,
in the society as in the family. . . .”

The commission made a host of recommendations to curb
both population expansion and economic growth. These in-
cluded: liberalizing laws restricting abortion and steriliza-
tion; having the government fund abortions; and providing
birth control to teenagers. . . .

The collapse of the traditional family-centered form of
society during the 1970s and 1980s was but one consequence
of such recommendations. It also is widely acknowledged
that the commission Bush fought so long and so hard to create
broke down the last barriers to legalized abortion on demand.
Indeed, just one year after the commission’s final report was
issued, the Supreme Court delivered the Roe v. Wade deci-
sion which did just that.
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