Arkansas Candidates’ Forum

‘We Shut Down Our Jobs,
And We Are Poor’

LaRouche was grilled by Government TV channel host Don
Elkins at a televised candidates’ forumin Fayetteville, Arkan-
sas on May 12.

Host: One, maybe two weeks ago . .. Vice President Dick
Cheney paid a visit to northwest Arkansas. It was an official
visit, we’re told. It seemed more like a campaign visit to a lot
of the reporters that were there; but he visited Wal-Mart,
which has its world headquarters in this state. And the Vice
President, referring to it, called it a “real credit to the United
States of America.” Do you agree with that?

LaRouche: No! Not at all! The others will say quite the
contrary. The problem is, we’ve gone from being the world’s
leading producer nation, which we were into the middle of
the 1960s, into becoming almost a predatory nation, with
closing up our farms, closing up our independent industries,
collapsing our air travel system, and a lot of other things—in
favor of outsourcing. That is, utilizing the cheapest labor in
the world, from China or from the countries below our bor-
ders, that we’ve pauperized. We used that cheap labor. We
shut down our jobs, our industries. We shut down our farms.
And we are poor.

Now, we now are depending—Wal-Mart is typical of this
problem: Wal-Mart goes to a customer or a supplier, in its
area, and it’s a disaster: Because, it says to the customer or

the supplier, “You must supply us, at prices which compete
with Mexican labor prices, or Chinese prices.” Often the firm
folds up. It can’t meet those standards.

We need a regulated system, where we protect the level
of wages, where we protect the farmer. Because, if you do not
protect the price at which goods are produced, you can not
produce them in our country. Then we end up, like the Roman
Empire, with a society based on bread and circuses, dole,
handouts, and entertainment. We are an over-entertained so-
ciety; not productive. We’re on the verge of crashing.

Everyone who’s concerned, particularly trade union peo-
ple and so forth, realize we’ve got to go back to a protectionist
system; we’ve got to go back to a fair trade policy, afair price
policy. We’ve got to provide prices at which our people can
produce, at which our businessmen can afford to invest, and
save their capital.

If we don’t do that, we’re in deep trouble.

Host: Now, I understand that you advocate changing the
nature of the American economy, from a service-based econ-
omy, which is more what we’ve seen now—Wal-Mart is a
perfect example of that sort of thing—to one, that is more
heavily reliant on the manufacturing sector. Where’s the logic
behind that? And how could you actually do that, with the
inertia we’re seeing now, in terms of moving toward a ser-
vice economy?

LaRouche We’re going to have the point, very soon, at
which the entire financial system is bankrupt. The Federal
Reserve System is presently bankrupt. It’s being propped up
by a large flow of monetary funds, from Greenspan and so
forth, to keep the thing alive. But, it’s bankrupt. These banks
are bankrupt. Many of the leading European banks are bank-
rupt. Much of the international monetary system is actually
bankrupt. We’re flooded with money, but we’re actually
bankrupt.

Questions to the candidate from the Fayetteville NBC station focussed on the collapsing economy; two dealt with the destruction wrought
by Vice President Cheney’s favorite company, Wal-Mart.
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Now, we’re in a situation like Franklin Roosevelt faced
in 1933, in March of *33: We’re going to have to go to a bank
holiday, a banking emergency. Put the banking system into
controlled receivership, to ensure it doesn’t collapse. Then,
we’re going to have to go to the Congress, and say, “We
need”—say, for me—*$6 trillion, for the next four years”:
for large-scale infrastructure development and related kinds
of investment. Water management systems: For example,
you’ve got this pending Corps of Engineers project, here in
this state. It’s needed. This has to be done. We need power
systems, in both production and distribution. We need to re-
build our mass transit system, especially our rail system.
Things of that sort. We need to rebuild our hospital system—
we’ve destroyed it, largely, over recent years. We need to
improve our school system; it’s not adequate.

So, we can put money into the public sector, into long-
term capital investment, where government credit is protected
by this long-term guarantee, and solid investments behind
this. We’re going to go that way. This will build us back into
becoming, again, a producer nation, rather than a consumer
nation. That’s the way you’ve got to go.

In Alabama

Get The Common Man
To Vote For Himself

Lyndon LaRouche spoke before the Alabama Democratic
Conference in Montgomery, on May 15, 2004.

Thank you all very much. To be quick and abbreviated:

There are two fundamental questions facing the nation
and the Presidency at this time. Any discussion of any other
issue which does not address these issues effectively, would
be incompetent. The only two issues are: number one, the
economy. The United States economy is now in the grip of the
onrush of a global monetary-financial crisis beyond anyone’s
remembrance, even us old folks. This is worse than 1929-
1933.1t’s coming on fast. Forty-one-dollar-a-barrel oil is only
a symptom of what is coming. Fifty-dollar-a-barrel oil will
sink the United States. There are certain other things that
could do the same thing. The crash will probably come soon;
it could come this month, it could come next month, it could
wait until Fall. But the crash is coming, and those who don’t
face the reality of the crash are not in the real world, where it
comes to politics.

Under these conditions, in which the entire U.S. banking
system is bankrupt; the Federal Reserve System is bankrupt;
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‘We Need People
Who Will Stand Up’

LaRouche addressed the New South Coalition in Mont-
gomery on May 14, 2004.

I’m delighted, naturally, to be here, and I have much to
say, and there’s not enough time to say even what’s im-
portant.

But my message is there for all of you.

I’ll say one thing: In the history of humanity, there’s
been a long struggle to free man from a condition, in
which a few have held the rest, the majority, as hunted
or human cattle. This fight has not yet been won. But
the particular fight we have, is to get the citizens who
are in the lower 80% of family-income brackets—who
are following what they re told to vote for—to get them
not to be called out to vote for something, but to vote
for themselves. And they have to get the spirit: That
they have a right to vote for themselves, and demand
that they be informed to the degree that they can make
competent choices, and not make impulsive choices
that kill us.

We are in the most dangerous period in modern
history, right now. A great depression is descending
upon us. A $41.5 a barrel of oil is a warning. $50 is
a disaster.

We have a war, which is not an Iraq war: It’s a
policy of war.

We’ve got to fight these issues. But I know in poli-
tics, most of our people are not moving! They’re treat-
ing themselves as self-condemned, to accept the status
of being human cattle, and following a few leaders. We
need the people to stand up on their hind legs, as JL
[Chestnut] referred to it, on the question of the Pettus
Bridge. We need people who will stand up, and know
they have the right, as human beings not to be human
cattle!

I’'m sick and tired of seeing people being human
cattle! And that’s really what I’'m about.

the International Monetary Fund is essentially bankrupt. We
have 49 to 50 states which can not balance their budgets,
and meet their obligations at the same time. You can’t raise
taxes to solve the problem, you can’t cut taxes to solve
the problem,

Therefore, the precedent we must operate upon, is the
precedent of Franklin Roosevelt’s approach to the Depression
that he faced in March of 1933. This means the President of

EIR May 28, 2004



