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ATime for Truth: For
Argentina and theU.S.A.
byCynthia R. Rush

On April 2, in the Palomar district of Buenos Aires province, The Same Cast of Characters
How did it work in Argentina? Then-Secretary of StateArgentine President Néstor Kirchner delivered a momentous

speech before an audience of military personnel and political Henry Kissinger, and the synarchist bankers today repre-
sented by Dick Cheney’s godfather George P. Shultz andleaders, commemorating the 24th anniversary of the April 2,

1982 effort to take back the Malvinas Islands, which Great banker Rohatyn, firmly backed the March 24, 1976 military
coup against Isabel Perón—just as they had welcomed Gen.Britain had illegally seized in 1833. What made his speech so

extraordinary is that he identified, in a way not done pre- Augusto Pinochet’s bloody September 1973 coup against
Chile’s elected President Salvador Allende. When Kissingerviously, the synarchist financial forces that used the corrupt

and cowardly military junta that took power in a 1976 coup, was warned that a “bloodbath” would likely ensue after the
coup, his response was, in effect, “bring it on.” The killings,to drag the nation into a ruinous war with Great Britain and

NATO, at the same time decimating the economy. This is kidnappings, and torture carried out by the Nazi Operation
Cóndor enforced the free-market looting of the country im-“ultramontane nationalism,” he said.

Aside from the powerful impact the April 2 speech will posed by Finance Minister José Martı́nez De Hoz, the British-
trained free-marketeer who ran in David Rockefeller’s bank-almost certainly have on Argentina—Kirchner’s popularity

now stands at 87%—and on Southern Cone neighbors such ing circles.
As Kirchner explained in a March 24 speech, at the Campoas Chile, which underwent similar processes in the 1970s, the

Argentine President’s forceful remarks will most definitely de Mayo military base to commemorate the 30th anniversary
of the 1976 coup, the “powerful economic interests” repre-make Lazard Frères banker Felix Rohatyn and his cronies,

extremely unhappy. Kirchner’s remarks are a little too close sented by De Hoz, were the ones that “knocked on the barracks
door,” and thus the coup “cannot be reduced to a phenomenonfor comfort to what American statesman Lyndon LaRouche

has been saying for some time. in which just the Armed Forces were the protagonists.” Mili-
tary might had to be used because it was “the only way theyIn an April 5 commentary, LaRouche pointed out that

Néstor Kirchner’s moving speech doesn’t just pertain to Ar- could impose a political and economic project to replace the
process of industrialization that substituted imports with agentina. It is, in fact, a message to those in the United States

who have been similarly and fraudulently dragged into the new model of financial valuations and structural adjustment.”
The “brain” of that model “had a name, one which we mustdisastrous war in Iraq by the very same synarchist forces that

victimized Argentina! To best understand what is happening never erase from our memory, and that is José Alfredo
Martı́nez de Hoz.”to those thousands of patriotic young American men and

women in honest military service in Iraq, LaRouche added, As LaRouche noted, the only difference between Argenti-
na’s military junta and today’s George W. Bush government,carefully study what the Argentine President said about the

Malvinas War. “The time for truth” has arrived, LaRouche is that the junta—as bad as it was—was morally superior to
Bush. But the cast of synarchist characters is the same. Georgenoted.
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Shultz, phony “Democrat” Rohatyn, and Cheney’s neo-con-
servative cabal see the Iraq War as the instrument to advance
their imperial agenda of permanent warfare and economic
globalization that will rip apart the institutions of the sover-
eign nation-state. The deaths, maiming, and psychological
trauma suffered by young patriotic Americans in a meat-
grinder war, mean nothing to them. It’s all part of the “war
on terror.”

When the junta decided on the Malvinas landing, it was
with the understanding that the United States would look the
other way and not ally with Margaret Thatcher’s Britain. State
Department officials had not-so-secretly promised this to
junta President General Leonidas Galtieri. But when the ac-
tion sparked a continentwide nationalist mobilization in sup- www.presidencia.gov.ar

port of Argentina, whose passion threatened to loosen the Chilean President Michelle Bachelet and Argentine President
City of London and Wall Street’s grip on Ibero-America, Néstor Kirchner. Bachelet’s visit to Argentina on March 21-22
Kissinger and his banker allies joined with Thatcher and was intended to forge a “strategic alliance” with Kirchner, she

said. “We have very similar goals in the area of foreign policy andNATO to crush Argentina.
integration.”

Cowardly Generals, a Valiant People
In his April 2 speech, President Kirchner bluntly stated

that the junta didn’t act out of a sense of mission to defend power” stood at the junta’s side, “encouraging ultramontane
nationalism . . . but when the worst happened, they disap-Argentina’s rightful historic claim to the Malvinas. That of

course remains “one of our great national causes” and will peared; they weren’t there to aid the fallen or those who fought
for the nation.”never be abandoned, he affirmed. The dictators instead fraud-

ulently exploited an issue deeply felt by all Argentines, to Argentines must be very clear on what happened, the Pres-
ident warned, because history cannot remain a blur. Directlysave their own skins. They were thoroughly discredited by

years of brutal repression and destruction of the nation’s in- addressing the many “beloved” military officers, soldiers, and
Malvinas veterans in the audience, Kirchner charged that “itdustrialization process, overseen by De Hoz.

This “irresponsible” decision to go to war exposed the was those cowardly generals who dishonored our Army and
our people.” And, he continued, there were those who thoughtcowardly generals’ inability to fight on a real battlefield, the

President said. But their criminal actions must never be con- they could clear their consciences by creating the post-war
“de-Malvinization” process, to erase the patriotic sentimentfused with the patriotic and valiant response of the Argentine

people, and the heroism of the soldiers, sailors, and airmen the war had unleashed, and the noble sacrifice of those who
fought. Argentines, and Argentina, became international pari-who were sent into battle, outnumbered and ill-equipped,

Kirchner emphasized. “They did not cry. They held our flag ahs, as its national military institutions were nearly
dismantled.high with dignity and honor,” and 649 of them gave their lives

for their country. Now, he said, “we must rebuild our self-esteem, not to
repeat the past, but to face our future with ideals and convic-In a real sense, he said, the Malvinas War “is our father-

land’s altar to the heroism of its people.” There is no shame in tions.” Never again, the President solemnly declared, must
“ultramontane nationalism” be allowed to take the place ofbeing defeated by a big power, Kirchner said. “What mattered

was the dignity of those who fought, and gave their all.” What “patriotic and democratic nationalism based on the will of the
people.” Argentines must always be clear on what happenedwas shameful, he added, was how soldiers were treated when

they returned home, where they were ignored and left to suffer in 1982 and in the years that followed, he warned. Why?
Because many of those same financial interests “continue toin silence—some even driven to suicide out of a sense of

despair. Today, he added, the nation has the obligation to be active in Argentina” today, and are still trying to prevent
the country from becoming a fully sovereign state that willlovingly embrace these veterans. “They are our contempo-

rary heroes.” protect its citizens and defend national interests.
No one should absolve the state of its responsibility in

what happened, Kirchner said. But he pointedly asked, “What What about the Region?
What will make Rohatyn so nervous about these develop-about the economic groups, and those who backed the dicta-

torship?” Did they ever “come out to support our soldiers ments, as LaRouche noted, is that Kirchner is systematically
laying the basis for healing the wounds that have violentlywhen they returned from battle? The state was irresponsible,

but who propped up that state?” The civilians and “economic divided the Argentine nation for decades. Synarchist financial
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forces have split the country between those who blame the tweaks here and there, are enormous. This is especially true
on the issue of reforming the private pension system thatmilitary for all the country’s ills, and those who blindly defend

the armed forces against the attempt to annihilate them as an was so brutally imposed in 1981. The direction she ultimately
chooses remains to be fought out. But she gained a glimpseinstitution. Unless this operation is identified and reversed, as

Kirchner is now attempting, Argentina will never be whole of the possibilities when she met energetic LaRouche Youth
Movement (LYM) organizers on at least three occasionsagain.

And to what end is Kirchner trying to rally the entire during her Buenos Aires visit, each time receiving a packet
of programmatic literature, along with EIR and the Spanish-nation?

With dramatic financial events expected to hit the global language Resumen Ejecutivo. At every stop, the LYM youth
called out to her: “Michelle, work with Kirchner andeconomy over the next 90 days, Kirchner’s insistence on de-

fending the General Welfare through a “heterodox” economic LaRouche to build a New World Economic Order!”
policy that shows scant regard for “the market” is rattling
international bankers. He has acted forcefully to protect living
standards from speculators and restrict foreign multinationals

Documentationif he views their practices as inimical to the population’s well-
being. The French utility firm Suez discovered that to its re-
gret, when Kirchner unceremoniously rescinded its conces-
sion to the privatized Aguas Argentinas company, charging Kirchner: To Have a Future,it with negligence. Argentina replaced it with the new state-
sector company AySA. (See EIR April 7, 2006.) WeMust Face the Past

International financial predators see in Kirchner’s bold
action a dangerous threat, which is not just limited to Argen-

We publish below excerpts of the speech given by Presidenttina. They were unnerved when Chile’s new Socialist Presi-
dent Michelle Bachelet, sworn into office on March 11, de- Néstor Kirchner on April 2, 2006, at the ceremony to honor

“Veterans and Those Fallen in the Malvinas War.” The Ar-cided that her first state visit would be to Argentina March
21-22, to forge a “strategic alliance” with Kirchner. gentine President spoke at Palomar, in the province of Buenos

Aires. The excerpts are translated from Spanish. SubheadsChile has been the free-market bastion of synarchist con-
trol since the 1973 Pinochet coup. Bachelet, a physician who have been added.
served in two cabinet posts under her predecessor, Ricardo
Lagos, is not entirely a known quantity. But her victory over My brothers, veterans of the Malvinas War, Mr. Vice-Presi-

dent, members of the Executive, Legislature and Judiciary,everything associated with the Pinochet fascists has created a
window of opportunity in the region, not the least of which is governors and head of the Autonomous City of Buenos Aires,

heads of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and the General Staff of theher membership in the informal “Club” of Ibero-American
Presidents who are seeking ways to shift the region away from Armed Forces; members of the diplomatic corps; mayors,

national, regional, and municipal authorities, labor leaders,the insane free-market policies imposed on it for decades,
and promote development through physical integration and ladies and gentlemen:

The Argentine nation ratifies its legitimate and undeniableinfrastructure development.
The Presidents’ Club de facto includes Brazil’s Lula da sovereignty over the Malvinas Islands, the South Georgia and

South Sandwich Islands, and the corresponding maritime andSilva, Venezuela’s Hugo Chávez, and Bolivia’s Evo Morales.
But the synarchists know that Kirchner is the head of state insular areas, as an integral part of our national territory. . . .

This is stated in the First Transitional Resolution of ourwho has demonstrated intelligent leadership in the group, and
has defied the International Monetary Fund. They fear he national Constitution. It is one of our central objectives as a

government and it is appropriate to remember it on this date.will organize the others to follow his lead. They were not
encouraged by Bachelet’s visit to Buenos Aires, where she The noble cause of recovering effective sovereignty over our

archipelago and sea, illegally occupied since 1833, unites allwas welcomed with great warmth and cordiality, addressed
the Congress, and signed a number of agreements for collabo- Argentines, beyond and outside any other political differ-

ences.ration on joint infrastructure and cross-border integration
projects. Bachelet, Kirchner, and First Lady Cristina Fernán- On this occasion, we find ourselves before one of the great

national causes, in which values that we must boldly rescuedez were already friends. But she told the daily Cları́n that
she and the Argentine President “have broad agreement on coexist: dialogue, exercise of national sovereignty with dig-

nity and respect for human rights, justice, and truth. The tragicthe way we view the world . . . We have very similar goals in
the area of foreign policy and integration.” circumstances under which the dictatorship tried to place this

cause at the service of a subterfuge so as to survive an adverseFrom inside Chile, the pressures on the new President
to keep things the way they have been, perhaps with a few political conjuncture, should not cloud the analysis.
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The Dictatorship’s Mistakes Worry about what the Argentine people say. That’s what mat-
ters—the hearts of Argentines who feel and respect thoseIn 1982, we witnessed the dictatorship’s mistaken deci-

sion to save itself by planning and executing a war, while engaged in the nation’s work.
I also tell the political leadership not to worry about whatlying about its true intentions. But there was also loyalty,

bravery, patriotism, and the generous sacrifice of our people one or another reporter might say; stop crawling on your knees
before them—let them write what they want. You defend theand of thousands of soldiers—thousands of soldiers— who

never hesitated to respond to the fatherland’s call. The Malvi- nation with the force that the nation requires, that is the key
point. . . .nas was, in a sense, another of the dictatorship’s crimes and

a great frustration: the irresponsible decision to launch a war Brothers and sisters: they can attack, slander, insult me,
and say whatever they want, but I am always going to fightexposed the many limitations these technicians of horror had

when it came to fighting real battles. But, in another sense, for the new Argentina, and for a fatherland for everyone. They
are not going to force me down on my knees, you can bethe Malvinas is also the fatherland’s altar to the heroism of

its people who, as at the beginning of our short history, knew absolutely sure of that! . . .
That they have committed the crimes we have mentionedhow to forge men such as our war veterans, willing to give

their lives for others, to sacrifice themselves for the fatherland, and worse, can never invalidate our rightful claim, and it is
fair to say that the Malvinas are ours, that they are Argentine,despite the strategic and political mistake of those who ille-

gally governed at that time. and that those brothers who fought there went in defense of
those values, on behalf of all of us. They were outnumbered,The task that we Argentines must undertake in the context

of the complexity surrounding the event we remember today, but they didn’t cry. They held our flag high, with honor and
pride. The shame was when they came home, and were hiddenis that of preventing our heroes from becoming the victims of

that complexity. They become victims when they are forgot- from public view.
Dear God! Poor Argentina, what things have happened toten; they become victims when we hide them, as they were

hidden away after the battle ended. They are victims when us, when we should have welcomed them back as national
heroes! Defeat by a big power isn’t what mattered. Whattheir action in defense of our national rights is not recognized

in concrete deeds. The fight to recover the Malvinas should mattered was the dignity of those who went and gave their
all! Malvinas isn’t a military problem; it should be a nationalhelp us to find a place of remembrance and reflection, from

which we can learn from mistakes so as not to repeat them. . . . objective of all Argentines, and with dialogue, diplomacy
and peace, we should recover them for the fatherland. ButArgentina must recognize those mistakes and demon-

strate our ability to improve. We must rebuild our self-esteem, dialogue, diplomacy and peace don’t mean hanging your head
in shame. Dialogue, diplomacy and peace mean defendingnot to repeat the past, but to face our future with ideals and

convictions. Let us remember and reflect. We cannot allow the rights that are ours over the Malvinas Islands with dignity
and pride. Let us not confuse being peace-lovers with inac-the desire to forget blame erase our memory and leave history

merely as a blur. Let’s put an end to that history repeated by tion. . . .
Internally, overcoming the mistaken, sinister and sense-some who thought they could settle the debt they owed us by

de-Malvinizing Argentina. less military conception that designed and executed that war
strategy, should lead to a profound strategic self-criticism inLet us pay homage to those who fell on our Malvinas soil

and in its waters; to those who still feel themselves in the military doctrine and operations. In my humble opinion, and
without pretending to own the truth, the most striking lessontrenches and cannot return from their internal exile, after be-

ing relegated for years to ungrateful oblivion. . . . lies in the necessity of definitively understanding that the three
branches together constitute a single military component ofLet us speak with absolute clarity, because this is the only

way to set the story straight. What is white is white, and the nation.
Empowering the work of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, devis-what is black is definitely black. While the State must accept

responsibility, we never saw those economic groups and those ing a single national defense doctrine, jointly procuring ma-
teriel, and formulating defense actions in a single stroke,who backed the dictatorship, come out to support our soldiers

when they returned from battle. The State was irresponsible, constitute an irrevocable course of action for our Govern-
ment: a unified defense policy under the constitutional lead-but who propped up that State? That is why, brothers and

sisters, in Argentina we must speak with absolutely clarity, ership of the Executive branch. On the international front,
we must act in deliberate fashion, such that our economicfrom the standpoint of our relative truth but without fear. . . .

Together in democracy and in peace, we are strengthening recovery, the prestige we are regaining, and persistance in
our peaceful claim, will allow us to gradually increase thethe institutions, although we still haven’t escaped the hell into

which we were thrown; and despite certain media that are non-military resources at our disposal, until the anarchronis-
tic colonial status which we strongly denounce, becomes un-loath to admit it, we are and we are going to be, much better.

I always tell my colleagues, and from my heart I say to the sustainable.
Summarizing what I said at the beginning, we know whatsoldiers of the Malvinas: Ignore what certain media say.
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the Constitutional mandate is. We know that messianism or Now in this new era for our fatherland, let’s put things in
their place. Let us be committed to caring for our belovedultramontane and isolating nationalism must never take the

place of patriotic and democratic nationalism based on the veterans, to try to compensate them for everything they gave
during those unforgettable days; to ensure that they receivewill of the people, and the reason, law, and serene passion

built on this. We know that beneath each civilian suit or mili- what we owe them for having defended the dignity of our
national sovereignty on the battlefield, on the seas, and in ourtary uniform, united by the national Constitution, beat the

hearts of our citizens. Our citizenry, our people, have the skies. They have names. They are human beings of flesh and
blood. They suffered anguish and went without. They are ourcommon commitment to regaining sovereignty over our

islands. . . contemporary heroes.
Let us have faith in our country’s future. We have absolute

conviction in the justice of our claims and our rights. We mustWe Shall Be Persistent
We won’t give up. We shall be persistent. We shall go actively and patiently resist and fight for as many years and

days as it takes. Argentines must regain their self-esteem. Theforward with fortitude to comply with our Constitutional
mandate. We have the support of the entire international com- battle we fought in 1982 and what we suffered, were tough.

But my dear Argentines, what happened after our painfulmunity’s call for these negotiations to begin again to find a
peaceful solution to our countries’ dispute over sovereignty. defeat was shameful. It was as if each of us went into our own

hiding place, and we abandoned those who fought. Those whoThe effort the government and our people are making to re-
store the General Welfare and reestablish hope for the future ruled Argentina once again displayed their cowardice, and

when they had to show their faces, they escaped any way theyof our fatherland; and the recovery of our international pres-
tige gives us hope that we shall see our island territories and could. They had already done it several years earlier, and they

did it again on that day.the maritime spaces that surround them, once again under
effective Argentine sovereignty. With all due respect and affection for our dear military

commanders, and our current soldiers and officers, it wasArgentines of all walks of life must light in their hearts a
flame of homage to our 649 fallen, and to the young men who cowardly generals who dishonored our Army and our people.

But there were also the civilians who supported them, andalmost daily took their own lives because they were forgotten
by those who should have never forgotten them; to those who while the televisiion put out reports that we were winning the

battle, [those civilians] were there encouraging ultramontainefelt alone, to those who had doors shut in their faces, to those
who some see as a burden, and who for others are brothers nationalism. When the worst occurred, many of them and the

economic power that backed the system, disappeared. Theywho honor us; to those who for some only exist on April 2,
and to those who for the majority of Argentines, exist and didn’t stay around to aid the fallen or those who fought, or to

help our fatherland.should exist every single day, because they are a clear reflec-
tion of our remembrance. We must never forget this, because many of those interests

still operate in Argentina today. Some of them are rejuve-Their names are engraved on the monument built in the
Plaza San Martı́n. But that’s not enough. It’s not enough to nated, or have changed and taken on new forms. But the Ar-

gentine people must remember, because this is how we shallorganize a ceremony once a year. I repeat. Not only the State,
but all Argentines, must together recommit themselves to a definitively consolidate our nation. To our heroes and Malvi-

nas soldiers with whom we are making progress on solu-spirit of solidarity in support of those who were there—offi-
cers and non-commissioned officers of our fatherland— tions—and there is certainly much more to be done, and we

do what we can—I want to say that for the period in which IArgentine soldiers fighting for their country.
This is the same flame that keeps alive the memory of San am called upon to govern Argentina, I didn’t come to make a

pact with the past, nor did I come believing that national unityMartı́n, of Belgrano, of Brown and Moreno, and of so many
other of our forefathers who inspired the courage and wisdom is possible by covering up the bad things that Argentines may

be hiding. This is what has prevented us from building ato defend the fatherland. We must pay just homage to the
veterans of this war, who showed courage, willingness to nation. I can assure you that with whatever mistakes I might

make, or good things I may do, I am committed to advance,defend our soil, spirit of solidarity, and who often had to
act virtually alone because there were very few of us who advance, and advance; and, God willing, the Argentine people

will walk with me to build a fatherland with, and for, every-supported them, when we lived through what came to be
known as de-Malvinization. We must not ever return to the one, so that Argentines can look each other in the eye and say,

“At last we feel like Argentines, and we shall move forwardtime when the Joint Chiefs of Staff Memorandum 228/82,
dated July 15, 1982, established among the guidelines set for to defend this history, this fatherland, this soil, this flag, this

land which honors us all, and the legacy of our heroes andall radio and television coverage, that it was a national security
risk to issue defeatist reports or mention the 18-year-old sol- our forefathers!”

Combatants of the Malvinas, officers and soldiers: For-diers or ask their opinion of their superiors. This was a truly
shameful memorandum, but we cannot forget it. give us, and many thanks for what you did for our fatherland.
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