III. Forum on China-Africa Cooperation

The FOCAC Summit

ATurning Point in Human History

This section includes five articles reporting on, and related to the just concluded Forum on China-
Africa Cooperation (FOCAC) summit, which took place in Beijing, China on Sept. 3-4. This
conference, attended by leaders of 53 out of 54 African nations, was a watershed event, the type of
inflection point around which the entire future of the human race might turn. The message from the
conference is one of hope and promise for a better future, both for Africa and for every human being

throughout the world.

Africa Joins the Belt and Road

by William Jones

Sept. 5—No doubt, to the great chagrin of
the representatives of the British empire
and their minions in the mass media, a
grand contingent of African leaders gath-
ered in Beijing on September 3-4 for the
summit of the Forum on China-Africa Co-
operation (FOCAC). There the African na-
tions made a commitment to become a
“full and integral” part of China’s Belt and
Road Initiative. Representatives from 53
African nations—including forty heads of
state, ten heads of government, and one
deputy head of government—were in at-
tendance, as well as 27 representatives of
international organizations, including the
Chairman of the African Union, Paul
Kagame, and the Secretary General of the
United Nations, Antonio Guterres. There
were also 240 ministerial-level representa-
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Chinese President Xi Jinping and African leaders on their way to the opening
ceremony of the Forum on Africa-China Cooperation summit, at the Great Hall
of the People, Beijing, China, Sept. 3, 2018.

tives among the 3,000 people in attendance at the  focused on this important element in his keynote on

summit. Sept. 3:

More importantly, the growing synergy between the
development plans of China and Africa has also created To respond to the call of the times, China will get
an important nexus of political influence for the nations actively involved in global governance and stay
of the developing world, who will now have a greater committed to the vision of consultation, coop-
say in determining the course of history. President Xi eration, and benefit for all in global governance.
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China has all along played
its part in promoting
world peace and develop-
ment, and upholding the
international order. We
call for increasing the rep-
resentation and voice of
developing countries in
international affairs and
[we] support efforts to
strengthen the South, a
weak link in the global
governance system, as
well as efforts to create
synergy in South-South
cooperation. We will con-
tinue the efforts to make the global governance
system better represent the will and interests of
the majority of countries, especially developing
countries.

Central Role of the Belt and Road

Central to this collabora-
tion is the Belt and Road Ini-
tiative, which serves today as
the premier model for devel-
opment for a world still
plagued by poverty and finan-
cial crises. The whole-hearted
commitment of the African
countries to this program
serves to promote the devel-
opment of the continent,
which has been so long ne-
glected by the Western na-
tions. Speaking as the Chair-
man of the African Union,
President Paul Kagame of
Rwanda, expressed the will
of Africa very clearly: “Africa wishes to be a full and
integral part of the Belt and Road Initiative.” And in
spite of the myriad attacks in the Western media regard-
ing the Belt and Road’s alleged “debt trap”—and its
description of China’s extensive involvement in Africa
as a “new colonialism”—this “fake news” has not
blurred the vision of Africa’s leaders, who have stayed
focused on the future of the continent.

These “debt trap” accusations were categorically re-

round table, Sept. 4, 2018.
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South African President Cyril Ramaphosa, Co-Chair of
the FOCAC summit, Sept. 4, 2018.

Rwandan President Paul Kagame attends the FOCAC

futed at the very beginning of
the summit by South Africa’s
President, Cyril Ramaphosa,
the African co-chair of
FOCAC, in his opening
speech:

In the values that it pro-
motes, in the manner that
it operates, and in the
impact that it has on Afri-
can countries, FOCAC
refutes the view that a
new colonialism is taking
hold in Africa, as our de-
tractors would have us
believe. It is premised on the African Union’s
Agenda 2063, a vision that has been crafted in
Africa, by Africans. It is a vision of an inte-
grated, prosperous, and peaceful Africa, driven
by its own citizens and representing a dynamic
force in the international arena.

m 3
SOUTH AFRICA

Xinhua/Ju Peng

Ramaphosa also praised
the work of China’s Belt and
Road Initiative: “Why do we
support the Belt and Road
Initiative?”

Because we are confident
that this initiative, which
effectively complements
the work of FOCAC, will
reduce the costs and in-
crease the volume of trade
between Africa and China.
It will encourage the
development of Africa’s
infrastructure, a critical
requirement for meaningful regional and conti-
nental integration.
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China’s Relationship with Africa

While the relationship of the People’s Republic of
China with Africa goes back 50 years to the visit of
Zhou Enlai to Tanzania in 1955, it was only in 2000 that
China established the Forum on China-Africa Coopera-
tion (FOCAC) at a founding summit in Beijing. China
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had by then come a long way on
its own path to modernization,
and was beginning to play a major
role as an engine for global
growth. It was China’s wish to
share its development with the
other developing countries. Chi-
na’s commitment to the “Third
World”—as it used to be called—
was always heartfelt and strong.

China also has refused to use
its aid as a means of compelling
these nations to change their po-
litical systems. Each of these
countries has a different history
and a somewhat different political structure. In contrast
to the Anglo-Dutch imperial system, which has always
placed political and economic “conditionalities” on its
aid, China allows each country to develop in its own way
and at its own pace. This was underlined by President Xi
in outlining the five “No’s” of China’s foreign policy to-
wards Africa, namely: “No interference in African coun-
tries’ pursuit of development paths that fit their national
conditions; no interference in African countries’ internal
affairs; no imposition of China’s will on African coun-
tries; no attachment of political strings to assistance to
Africa; and no seeking of selfish political gains in invest-
ment and financing cooperation with Africa.”

At this point, China has become a major factor in
Africa’s development, having initiated more than 3,000
critical infrastructure projects on the continent, in the
form of railroads, roads, dams, ports, and airports. Be-
tween 2000 and 2014, China and China-connected in-
stitutions have issued $86 billion in commercial loans.
At the moment there are over 10,000 Chinese firms
which have invested in Africa, or are working on Chi-
nese-funded projects, creating over 900,000 jobs for
Africans.

June, 1965.

Upgrading the China-Africa Relationship

At the Johannesburg FOCAC summit in 2015, Pres-
ident Xi had introduced ten cooperation plans for Africa
and committed $60 billion to implement them. Those
ten plans were for industrialization, modernization of
agriculture, infrastructure, financial services, green de-
velopment, trade and investment facilitation, poverty
reduction, public health, people-to-people exchanges,
and peace and security. President Xi announced at the
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Chinese Premier Zhou Enlai visiting Tanzania,

Beijing summit that the promised
$60 billion had all been distrib-
uted to a variety of important
projects. In the same speech, Xi
announced that China is now pre-
pared to upgrade the strategic
partnership with the African
countries, further integrating the
Belt and Road Initiative with the
African Union’s Agenda 2063 de-
velopment roadmap.

In his keynote address, Presi-
dent Xi said,

East China Normal University

To build an even closer China-
Africa community with a shared future in the
new era, China will, on the basis of the ten coop-
eration plans already adopted, launch eight
major initiatives in close collaboration with Af-
rican countries in the next three years and
beyond.

Among the eight is an industrial promotion initia-
tive. China will open a China-Africa economic and
trade expo to promote investment in Africa. This initia-
tive is geared to helping transform Africa from a pre-
dominantly raw materials exporter, into a producer of
manufactured goods. While agriculture still weighs
heaviest in African production, much effort will be put
into modernizing it. Said Xi:

We will support Africa in achieving general food
security by 2030, [and] work with Africa to for-
mulate and implement a program of action to
promote China-Africa cooperation on agricul-
tural modernization. ... We will implement 50
agricultural assistance programs, provide RMB
1 billion [$150 million] of emergency humani-
tarian food assistance to African countries af-
fected by natural disasters, send 500 senior agri-
culture experts to Africa, and train young
researchers in agri-science and entrepreneurs in
agri-business.

Secondly, China will promote an infrastructure con-
nectivity program for the continent as a whole, worked
out in conjunction with the African Union Agenda 2063
program. Thirdly, China will launch a trade facilitation

A Great Change Comes for Africa 27



initiative, promoting the import of manufactured prod-
ucts from Africa. Fourthly, China will launch a green
development initiative, which will include programs
for pollution prevention, desertification prevention and
control, and wildlife protection. Fifthly, China will set
up a capacity building initiative, which will include vo-
cational training for young Africans. It will include the
opening of an innovation cooperation center, focusing
on youth and training 1,000 qualified young people for
entrepreneurship in innovative industries. China is also
committed to inviting 2,000 young Africans to China
and will establish 50,000 government scholarships for
training in Africa.

Furthermore, China will continue to move forward
in the area of health care, upgrading 50 medical and
health aid programs, Chinese health programs having
already treated 460,000 patients in Africa. Most impor-
tantly, China will continue its peace and security initia-
tives, providing military aid to the African Union and
supporting countries in the Sahel region, and those bor-
dering the Gulf of Aden and the Gulf of Guinea, to
uphold security and combat terrorism in those regions.
China has already set up a Peace and Security Fund and
a Peace and Security Forum with Africa for this pur-
pose and is involved in combat roles in UN peace-keep-
ing operations in Mali and South Sudan, and in non-
combat medical and engineering roles in many other
UN Peacekeeping operations in Africa.

Debt for Development Is No ‘Trap’

In order to realize these programs, Xi said, China is
prepared to commit a further $60 billion in the next
three years, which would be divided up into the follow-
ing categories: $15 billion of interest-free and conces-
sional loans, $20 billion of credit lines, a $10 billion
special fund for development financing, a $5 billion
special fund for financing imports from Africa, and en-
couraging investment by Chinese firms to a level of an-
other $10 billion.

While this again will raise hackles from the Western
media over China’s alleged “debt trap,” China is quite
prepared to meet this hoax head-on, as occurred on
Sept. 4 at a press briefing with Xu Jinghu, the Special
Representative of the Chinese government for African
Affairs. Typically, Reuters News Agency, that long-
time mouthpiece of British Imperial pretensions, posed
the “debt” question.

Xu calmly went through the eight new initiatives
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and pointed out the beneficial effects these would have
for the African people. She noted that Africa is in “the
ascending phase” of its development and “faces a gap
in the funding for all of these endeavors.” “Africa needs
capital development, and the African economy and the
Chinese economy, which is more developed, are there-
fore complementary,” she explained. Then she went
into the real causes of the “debt trap” Africa may face,
“You have to take into consideration the international
situation. The costs of financing for development on the
international market have become very expensive and
most of the African countries are still dependent on ex-
porting their raw materials. And the price of these has
fallen. That has increased the debt of African countries
a great deal.”

She encouraged her Reuters interlocutor to “look
closely at the African countries with the greatest debt
burden and you will see that their debt is not with
China.” “Chinese help,” Xu underlined, “is aimed at
advancing Africa’s development, not its debt accumu-
lation.”

Speaking at the concluding press conference, both
President Xi and his African co-chair made clear that
this all-important summit marked an historic watershed
toward a community of shared future for mankind. Xi
said:

Together we will better uphold the common in-
terests of China and Africa, boost the strength of
developing countries, and make the world a
more balanced and better place for everyone to
live in. The forum was established 18 years ago.
The successful hosting of the Beijing summit
has brought China-Africa comprehensive strate-
gic and cooperative partnership to a new historic
starting point, and on a new journey.

In addition to the two days of intense discussion,
President Xi met separately with all the government
leaders who had attended, shoring up personal ties with
those individuals who will be instrumental in making
the FOCAC vision a reality. More than 150 joint agree-
ments were signed in the course of the summit, includ-
ing those on the joint construction of the Belt and Road.
The summit issued two documents, the “Beijing Decla-
ration—Toward an Even Stronger China-Africa Com-
munity with a Shared Future,” and an Action Plan for
the next three years.
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