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We present here an edited transcript 
of excerpts from the Schiller Institute’s 
weekly “Dialogue with Helga Zepp-La-
Rouche” of September 16, 2020. The 
video of the full webcast may be found 
here.

Harley Schlanger: Helga, we’re now 
less than two months away from the U.S. 
election. While everything seems to be up 
in the air, there are crises everywhere. 
One of the things that’s hardly discussed 
at all, except by you, and also by Presi-
dent Trump, is the war danger. He’s been 
making a number of statements about 
this, but for the most part, the provocative 
actions of some people on his staff, such 
as [Secretary of State Mike] Pompeo and 
others, are not really making it into the 
media. What’s your assessment about 
where things stand, and this increasing danger of war?

Helga Zepp-LaRouche: The strategic situation is 
one of total confrontation on the side of the war party 
and its British and neocon elements in the United States, 
against Russia and China. And also [EU Commission 
President Ursula] von der Leyen in her speech about the 
state of the European Union did not hold much back in 
this respect, falling in line with Pompeo. I think be-
tween now and the U.S. election, we have to expect an 
escalation of tension.

There has been talk about a military coup in the 
United States. I think people should really be on high 
alert. There has been an increase of provocative flights 
of B-52 bombers, reconnaissance aircraft, and fighter 
jets along the Russian and Chinese borders in recent 
weeks. There were intercepts, all extremely risky ma-
neuvers, and there has been a characterization of Russia 
and China as adversaries from various U.S. military 

commanders. 
The climate is so thoroughly poisoned. I think 

people really have to understand that between now and 
November 3, there is the danger that these things could 
go out of control. That is why we are pushing so hard to 
get a summit, on the level of the presidents of the United 
States, Russia, and China, at a minimum, or the P-5 per-
manent five members of the UN Security Council. We 
have to get out of this geopolitical confrontation that 
can get out of control. And if it does, it may be too late.

Schlanger: This last Saturday, we had an event 
where we focused on Lyndon LaRouche’s prescient 
forecast from January 2001, where he warned of a 
“Reichstag Fire” event, and then on September 11, 
2001, he was pointing to the “inside job,” the fact that 
the security services had to be involved in it. I think 
when you put that together with retired Col. Richard 
Black’s warnings of a coup, then it becomes clear that 
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Provocative flights of U.S. bombers and fighters along the Russian and Chinese 
borders have increased recently. Here, midair refueling of a B-52, September 16, 
2020.
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there’s an element of the U.S. military security 
forces, some of the same people who were behind 
the Russiagate coup, who are directly committed 
to war. I’d like to hear your thoughts are on that.

Zepp-LaRouche: I would advise people to 
watch the program you mentioned, because no-
where else do you find such a condensed assess-
ment of the security situation in which we find 
ourselves.

What is operating right now in NATO, from 
the British defense secretary, from Pompeo, and 
from [U.S, Defense Secretary Mark] Esper, and 
some others, including various military com-
manders in the United States, is, the reactivation 
of Dick Cheney’s policy. That’s the policy of the 
neocons, the Project for a New American Century, 
which was developed during the disintegration of 
the Soviet Union. It was fully laid out by Cheney 
in 1992. He claimed that the United States would 
never allow any country or any bloc of countries 
to ever surpass the United States economically, 
politically, or technologically. 

When China’s New Silk Road developments started 
to gain momentum in 2017, after four years of almost 
silence on the side of the mainstream media and the 
major think tanks, we saw, all of a sudden, a coordi-
nated attack on the Belt and Road Initiative, calling 
China an adversary. And the military doctrine of the 
United States is becoming more oriented towards total 
containment of China.

I think that that is now operational. Listen to what 
Pompeo had to say yesterday, in a speech  before the 
completely Anglophile Atlantic Council. People should 
listen to that.

He didn’t talk about the 1,000-year Reich, but he did 
talk about a 100-year system of containment of China, 
saying that the tide is turning, that Africa, ASEAN, 
Eastern European countries are all turning away from 
China. That is completely false. His efforts—devoting 
almost all his time to containing China—are not getting 
anywhere in those regions.

So I think this is really a very dangerous develop-
ment. Take that together with what Colonel Black said 
on Saturday, referring to the open letter to General 
Milley, the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, posted 
on a website called Defense One last month, in which 
two colonels had called on the U.S. military to make a 
military coup if President Trump would refuse to con-

cede and leave the White House in case he has an elec-
tion defeat, and that the military should take him out.

Colonel Black said that there is an ongoing discus-
sion in the U.S. military exactly along these lines, and 
he was warned about it. This is what President Trump 
has referred to repeatedly—the last time on Labor 
Day—as the “military-industrial complex,” a formula-
tion first used by President Eisenhower, by saying these 
are the people who like to be involved in the endless 
wars. So it is this military-industrial complex, which is 
in a direct confrontation with the elected President of 
the United States. And the issue is war and peace: Pres-
ident Trump has said repeatedly he wants to bring the 
troops home, he wants to end the endless wars.

Schlanger: There seemed to be some momentum 
toward a summit—maybe it was just with Trump and 
Putin, perhaps with the P5—but that has pretty much 
been scuttled with respect to a meeting at the time of the 
UN General Assembly. How do you see that? Is there 
any potential that this could be pulled together before 
the election?

Zepp-LaRouche: There are many experts who try 
to tell us that given the absolutely out-of-control situ-
ation, that this is not going to happen before the U.S. 
election. You could easily say, “Yeah, these people 
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Secretary of State Michael Pompeo claimed to the Atlantic Council on 
September 15, that he had succeeded in turning the countries of Africa, 
ASEAN, and Eastern Europe away from China.
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are right, given the fact that because of coronavirus, 
Putin is not going to the General Assembly; he only 
will address it by video.” Such experts say that when 
we have such a provocative atmosphere, with the Na-
valny case, with these overflights in the Black Sea and 
Baltic Sea region, and flights near the Russian and 
Chinese borders, that the atmosphere does not exist. 
Smarter people have encouraged us to keep fighting 
for a heads of state summit, saying it’s the only rea-
sonable way to go.

My biggest concern is, given that there is this 
talk about a coup, that you have all this incredi-
ble tension around the day of the election. Hill-
ary Clinton has said that under no circumstances 
should Joe Biden concede the election result on 
November 3; this could go on for days, maybe 
weeks, before the result is clear. Then there is the 
danger of more riots in the streets and under 
those conditions, you easily could have a situa-
tion where the domestic situation gets com-
pletely wild and out of control, and then, under 
those conditions you have the danger of some 
incident getting out of control.

I’m not optimistic that a summit will happen, 
but I’m still calling on all of you to help, to join 
this mobilization, and I wouldn’t be saying that 
if I were not convinced that we are really sitting 
on a completely explosive powder keg. People 
are asleep; the peace movement does not exist, 
or if it exists, it’s for sure not very efficient, and 
most politicians seem to be completely unaware, 
uninterested, focused on completely ridiculous 

issues. I’m really calling on you 
to join the Schiller Institute in 
this mobilization to demand a 
summit, because I cannot see 
any other avenue by which we 
get out of this very, very dan-
gerous situation.

Schlanger: Colonel Black, in 
his speech at the Schiller Insti-
tute event on September 5, said 
that what’s necessary is for a 
spotlight to be shone on this, 
and for people to speak out. 
Helga, how can this work in this 
politicized and polarized situa-
tion where people are afraid?

Zepp-LaRouche: One thing that people can do is 
they can help us to put pressure on the parliaments 
around the world to investigate not only what Colonel 
Black said, but especially what Kirk Wiebe said, 
namely, that the NSA [U.S. National Security Agency] 
had the information about the upcoming 9/11 before it 
happened. Now, that’s an incredible statement, but 
Wiebe and [former NSA Technical Director William] 
Binney were working in the NSA, they were in contact 
with all the people who had the evidence; they had it 

CGTN
Endless interventionist wars have produced an estimated 58 million 
refugees. Here, children evacuating the Moria refugee camp, Europe’s 
largest, on the Greek island of Lesbos, after fires destroyed the camp 
September 8-9, 2020.

Schiller Institute
Col. Richard H. Black (USA ret.), left, told the Schiller Institute’s September 5-6 conference 
that Pentagon discussions of a military coup against President Trump must come under the 
spotlight, while Kirk Wiebe (right) revealed that a group at NSA did know that 9/11 was 
about to happen, but its work was suppressed by NSA Director Hayden.

Schiller Institute



September 25, 2020   EIR	 Traitors Plot Military Coup Against President Trump   11

themselves. And when they warned the then chief of the 
NSA Michael Hayden, he suppressed it.

Now this is a serious charge: This has ramifications 
not only for the United States, because it led to the Pa-
triot Act, it led to all these interventionist wars, wars 
that have, according to a study from one of the U.S. 
universities, caused up to 58 million refugees! The stra-
tegic situation has worsened so incredibly, that I think 
every parliamentarian and every parliament has the 
right to say, we want to find out, is that true? Was the 
September 11 attack known about ahead of time? And I 
think that that is something everybody can help to do: 
spread this information, get media, alternative media, 
social media, investigative journalists who still have 
some honor to pick up the story.

The other thing that people can do, well before the 
U.S. election, is to bring out the whole scandal that 
there was no Russiagate, that this was an operation of 
British intelligence. Bring out the story of September 
11, the real story behind it, and blow up the coup! That 
is the one thing that will obviously change the situation.

Schlanger: Helga, you’ve been discussing this for 
years: What gives you the strength to think that this can 
be turned around?

Zepp-LaRouche: I think you have to have a vision 
of where the world should be. My vision of what the 
world should become is that every person on this 
planet should have the right to a long life, healthcare, 
enough food, enough clean water, enough study to de-
velop his or her creative potential, and these things 

come about only through creating economic condi-
tions that enable it.

That is why I joined the organization of my hus-
band, Lyndon LaRouche, many years ago, because he 
was the only one who advocated the industrial devel-
opment of the developing countries, in the 1970s, 
picking up on what Franklin D. Roosevelt had in-
tended the Bretton Woods system to become.

I think the perspective we have developed over the 
last, really, half-century—a new world economic 
system, seen clearly in the idea of the New Silk Road 
becoming the World Land-Bridge—that is the program 
we need. We need peace by collaborating with Russia 
and China. The United States must be part of that—but 
we also have to industrialize Southwest Asia and Africa. 
Other countries need to be included, parts of Eastern 
Europe, and parts of the Balkans. We really have to 
change this policy of the privilege of a few, to which 
Ursula von der Leyen clearly belongs. We don’t need 
politicians like her. She is the incarnation of what’s 
wrong with Europe. So we should really work to get an 
alternative.

Schlanger: Well, for 40-50 years the LaRouche or-
ganization has not only pointed out the enemies of man-
kind, but it has also presented solutions. I would urge 
people to watch the video from last weekend’s La-
RouchePAC town hall on Saturday, September 12. So 
Helga, thanks for joining us again today, and we’ll see 
you again next week.

Zepp-LaRouche: Till next week.

The Jan. 27, 1989 Jailing of 
Lyndon LaRouche Defined an Era, 
Which Now Must End

Watch The LaRouche Case video

Watch the LaRouche Memorial video

Sign  the Petition to Exonerate LaRouche 
at lpac.co/exonerate

https://youtu.be/7RA10rN29OY

