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Harley Schlanger serves on the Board of the Schiller 
Institute. For 20 years he was a national spokesman for 
Lyndon LaRouche. Mr. Schlanger moderated Panel 2, 
“The Strategic Crisis Facing the Human Race,” of the 
Schiller Institute conference, “The World at a Cross-
road—Two Months into the Biden Administration.”

Welcome to Panel 2 of the Schiller Institute confer-
ence, “The World at a Crossroad: Two Months into the 
New U.S. Administration.” The topic of the second 
panel which we’re about to begin, is “The Strategic 
Crisis Facing the Human Race.” This is extremely 
timely, given events of the last days, as the issue con-
fronting all of mankind was made abundantly clear. 
We’re facing a crisis of war or peace; a choice between 
an anti-human global bankers’ dictatorship, or peaceful 
cooperation and economic development; and between 
unilateralism backed by military power to enforce the 
so-called rules-based order, or a dialogue of civiliza-
tions in which the sovereignty of all states is respected 
by all.

By events of the last couple of days, I’m referring to 
the first encounter between the top officials in the Biden 
administration and the People’s Republic of China, 
which took place in Anchorage, Alaska. It had some 

moments of tension; it still remains to be seen what 
comes out of the meeting. But also, the very unfortu-
nate remark by President Biden, in which he appeared 
to be agreeing with a commentator that President Putin 
of Russia is a killer. While Putin responded somewhat 
playfully, he also made a very serious proposal, that 
there be an immediate dialogue, person-to-person, be-
tween President Putin and President Biden.

This goes to what Helga Zepp-LaRouche of the 
Schiller Institute has been calling for since the begin-
ning of last year; this kind of personal diplomacy of 
leaders of the great nations. This is in the tradition of the 
call by Lyndon LaRouche for a Four-Power Agreement 
between the United States, China, Russia, and India; 
because these are the four countries that have the eco-
nomic power and the military power to stand up against 
the geopolitical maneuvers of the financial empire of 
the City of London and Wall Street. And at the same 
time, overcome the effects of neo-liberalism which has 
put the world financial system in an extremely fragile 
and dangerous place.

So, it’s absolutely appropriate that our keynote will 
come from Helga Zepp-LaRouche, who has dedicated 
many decades to building the idea of a dialogue of cul-
tures as the basis for a New Paradigm. 

Harley Schlanger

Opening Remarks

Panel 2

The Strategic Crisis Facing the Human Race

Helga Zepp-LaRouche is the founder and President 
of the international Schiller Institute. With these re-
marks, she opened Panel 2 of the Schiller Institute con-
ference, “The World at a Crossroad—Two Months into 
the Biden Administration,” March 20, 2021.

Thank you. I greet you wherever you are.
Let me just point to the obvious fact that anybody 

who looks at the world right now, realizes that we are 
confronted with a number of existential crises, each of 
which can harm the human population tremendously 
by the millions. One is obviously the pandemic, which 
is not under control. Then, we have a famine of Bibli-
cal dimensions, as David Beasley from the UN World 
Food Program keeps emphasizing, with an absolutely 
horrendous situation in Yemen and Syria, and many 
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African countries. We are confronted with the potential 
of a financial collapse much beyond what we saw in 
2008.

And naturally, of biggest concern sometimes is the 
potential of a confrontation which is coming from the 
fact that the United States, the British government, 
NATO, have been increasingly talking about Russia 
and China as adversaries, as competitors, and even as 
enemies. In my best knowledge, and I’m not relying on 
secondary sources, but from my own experience of dis-
cussions with leaders from Russia, China, European 
countries, and patriotic Americans, this adversarial re-
lationship must be overcome.

Because in the time and age of thermonuclear 
weapons, any idea that you can start a limited nuclear 
war, or a limited conventional war which has the po-
tential of using low-yield nuclear weapons, which blur 
the difference between conventional and nuclear 
weapons, has the potential of getting out of control. 
Over the recent months there have been many times 
when U.S. or NATO jets have conflicted with Russian 
or Chinese jets. When you come to the conclusion that 
the maintenance of peace depends on the ability of a 
pilot to avert a possible collision, then peace is in grave 
danger.

This all has very deep reasons; we addressed some 
of them in the previous panel. But I think what is really 
needed is to rethink: can humanity not give itself an 
order which guarantees the long-term survivability of 
the entire human species?

I personally think that the idea of the globalization 
of NATO, of shifting the focus to the Indo-Pacific, is a 
policy which has incredible dangers and should not 
continue. The idea of globalization of NATO would 
mean an encirclement containment policy against 
Russia and China, which will be met with resistance.

I tend to agree with a recent statement by French 
Gen. Grégoire Diamantidis, who represents a think 
tank called Cercle de Réflexion Interarmées. He wrote 
an open letter to the Secretary General of NATO, Jens 
Stoltenberg, saying that NATO right now is on course 
for a train wreck, and it should be dissolved, because 
the only purpose right now is to drive a wedge between 
the Europeans and Russia, and depriving member states 
more and more of having a say in the policy of NATO, 
by step-by-step developing a world government–kind 
of control.

I personally think, and we have said this many times 

in the past, NATO lost its raison d’être in 1991; it 
should have been dissolved. On the other side, security 
concerns are serious and should be taken into account. 
Therefore, we need a new security architecture, and 
that should be part of a discussion, because if you just 
continue the way things are going now, we are in great 
danger of losing the entire civilization. If ever it would 
come to one nuclear weapon being used, I believe those 
experts are right who say that it’s the logic of nuclear 
weapons as compared to conventional weapons, that all 
of those weapons would be used, and that would be the 
end of civilization.

What We Are Proposing
What we are proposing instead is, in light of all 

these existential threats to humanity, that a new con-
ception must be found, a new paradigm for how na-
tions can work together. In my view, one of the best 
ideas for that has come from Nicolaus of Cusa, who 
was a thinker of the 15th century. He developed a 
methodology which is absolutely applicable for today, 
which is the Coincidentia Oppositorum—the Coinci-
dence of Opposites.

If you apply that conception to the idea of a dynamic 
development of all nations, sort of what the Chinese are 
calling the shared future of mankind based on a win-
win cooperation among sovereign states, who respect 
the different social systems, and who work together for 
the benefit of the one humanity.

The Coincidence of Opposites is the idea that human 
reason can find a unity which is on a higher level than 
the many. The One has a higher power than the Many. 
If you regard this as Nicholas of Cusa did, not as a static 
concept, but as a sort of contrapuntally, fugally-devel-
oping concept where each participating nation and state 
is searching and trying to further the benefit and the 
well-being of the other. So, you have a sort of concor-
dance in the macrocosm by the maximum development 
of all microcosms. While that seems to be a utopian 
conception for some people, it is actually the only way 
humanity can continuously work together. I think we 
want to use the Schiller Institute forums as the platform 
where these kinds of ideas are being discussed. 

Therefore, I don’t want to make a very long speech, 
but only introductory remarks. Therefore, I want to 
welcome the speakers on this panel, and I hope that 
these ideas can find fruitful dialogue and be furthered 
for the sake of all of humanity.


