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in the category of robotics, they won second
prize with a dirigible they had built which
could fly autonomously, and which had a
communication protocol linked to the first
project of applied research. No prize was won
in this category, but the project was included
in the Inovar catalog. It was a suborbital space
probe meant to fly to the stratosphere with a
balloon. The innovation was a deep space
protocol which made use of Wi-Fi.

A World First

Years later, no longer at that institution,
we enthusiastically continued in other insti-
tutions and participated in other competi-
tions. A network of technical space schools
presented an anti-hail rocket. The disruptive
technology was in engineering. One of the
youths who participated in that project
founded a start-up, UA Aerospace. Recently, about
three months ago, there was a milestone in the history
of Latin America: the first private company to launch a
rocket using liquid fuel, and which, furthermore, was
bio-diesel—a first in the world, beating the United
States by about two weeks in doing the same.

Courtesy of Alejandro Yaya

All of the projects had one thing in common: space.... It is the industry of
industries. Here, an upper-stratospheric probe the students created.

We didn’t transform the world. We didn’t really do
that much. But if I’m speaking to you today, it’s because
the impossible is possible, and because dreams become
reality. I’ll leave you with a video of this youth’s accom-
plishment, who today is working and is also helping to
educate other youth. Thank you very much.

Daniel Marmolejo

Mexico, Argentina, and China: A Vanguard Strategy
From a Viewpoint Against Hybrid Warfare

Daniel Marmolejo is a re-
spected investigative journalist
and winner of the 2019 National
Journalism Award in Mexico. He
is widely known for his coverage
of and questions addressed to
President Lopez Obrador during
his daily morning press confer-
ences—the famous Las mafianeras
through which the President
speaks directly to the Mexican
people. He is the producer of the
“Hybrid Warfare” documentary
series, as well as The Incorrupt-
ible YouTube program. Mr. Marmolejo spoke in Span-
ish by videotape to Panel 2, “The Strategic Crisis
Facing the Human Race,” of the Schiller Institute’s
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March 20-21 conference, “The
World at a Crossroad—Two
Months into the Biden Administra-
tion.”

The recent visit of Argentine
President Alberto Fernandez to
Mexico occurred at a very special
moment: the re-establishment of a
democratic order in Bolivia with
President Luis Arce; the disman-
tling of “lawfare” against Argenti-
na’s former President and current
Vice-President, Cristina Fernan-
dez; and the end of the nightmare of “lawfare” against
ex-President Lula [Luiz Inacio da Silva] of Brazil.

Argentina is not in good shape: the debt of a century,
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incurred by the neoliberal ex-President
Mauricio Macri, had repercussions
during the official visit of Fernandez to
Mexico. In Mexico’s Presidential Palace,
Fernandez criticized the business deals
which had happened under the protection
of the earlier government and the role of
the mass media. He emphasized that the
debt incurred by the South American
country had been spread out to the open
hands of the friends of Mauricio Macri.
The legacy left by the PRO in Argentina
and the PRIAN in Mexico (which are the
names we have for the most corrupt po-
litical parties who have alternated in po-
litical power), are a dramatic example of
unheard of levels of rapacity, where mar-
keting strategies were used to gain power
and then were used during the collapse.

The situation in these countries is one where the ju-
diciary is waging a battle of resistance, protecting old
hegemonic interests, with the press operating on behalf
of local and supranational elites.

Argentina and Mexico are now constructing a new
regional vanguard model, although the international op-
position and globalist groups are trying to destroy the po-
litical projects which democracy has launched. In Argen-
tina, the main opposition is in the agro-industrial sector
and a corrupt judicial system. In Mexico, we have an elite
which doesn’t want to pay taxes, nor accept a regulatory
framework contrary to their economic interests—such as
in the case of the Texcoco airport, which was revoked by
[President Andrés Manuel] Lopez Obrador in favor an-
other airport named Felipe Angeles, which will be inau-
gurated shortly, on a former military air base.

Although the media are playing an evil role, trying
to undermine the efforts and achievements of the Latin
American heads of state, the democratic bonus has to be
taken full advantage of. President Lopez Obrador un-
derstands that effective communication occurs directly
in his daily “morning press conferences,” where he
presents the agenda of “what’s important to discuss,”
clarifies doubts, corrects ill-intentioned information,
states his views as a citizen, empathizes and polemi-
cizes, and presents the great infrastructure projects of
his 4T [Fourth Transformation] government.

This kind of communication has made it possible
for him to do battle against the powers that be, who con-
stantly try to undermine the president’s popular sup-
port, using strategies typical of hybrid warfare. Argen-
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Courtesy of Daniel Marmalejo
Andrés Manuel Lopez Obrador, President of Mexico, in his daily press conference,
responds to a question from Daniel Marmolejo, lefi.

tina hasn’t been able to effectively deal with the power
of the concentrated media (by stopping, dispersing, di-
minishing their influence). They are a power in fact,
that expresses itself shamelessly in the mass media con-
glomerates, where the financing of agro-export compa-
nies expresses itself, as do the dictates of the U.S. em-
bassy. It’s a vicious circle. The Embassy sets the
guidelines to favor the interests of the U.S. multination-
als inserted in the agricultural sector, and they are de-
fended and promoted by the media. When they are put
at risk by sovereign actions, they attack.

If you don’t understand this strategy, you can’t ex-
plain how it is that a country which produces food for
400 million people has more than half of its population
depending daily on community dining halls financed by
the government, because they can’t obtain basic foods.

There is an old joke told in South America, which
goes like this: “Why aren’t there coups d’état in the
U.S.? Because they don’t have a U.S. Embassy there!”

During the period when progressive governments
were moving forward in South America, in Mexico the
neoliberals were busy handing over sovereignty to the
highest bidder. We didn’t coincide in time. If the fraud
committed by President Felipe Calderon had not suc-
ceeded in 2006, Lopez Obrador would have been pres-
ident at the same time as the so-called “Winning
Decade” in the south of the continent. That’s why we
now have a great opportunity to construct a bridge held
together by the coincidence of objectives between
Mexico and Argentina.

So far, Mexico’s trade balance is positive, there’s no
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devaluation of the peso, fiscal discipline is rigorous, cor-
ruption has been reined in from the top of political power
in the country, not a dollar of debt has been incurred by
Lopez Obrador’s “Fourth Transformation” govern-
ment, and we are investing in social development.

I have personally requested of the President two far-
reaching actions. The first is to create a Mexican social
network that does not interfere in the democratic pro-
cesses from a supra-territorial standpoint, and which
promotes cultural, educational and economic ex-
changes of a social nature. The second is to create coop-
erative models in all of the regions where the govern-
ment’s infrastructure projects are being developed, to
be connected like the gears of a watch to achieve an
adequate operational level and facilitate the develop-
ment of communities that have been left behind. In both
cases the response of the President was positive.

China can be a key country to help strengthen the
regional strategy. The so-called “Asian giant” does not
adopt ideological criteria which limit its negotiating
ability. Its strategy is to take advantage of what interests
the West, and its planning is medium- to long-term, so
it can operate with adequate economic capacity, indus-
trial potential, and trade strategy. By the same token,
our countries need a partner that will help them break
the vicious cycle of dependence on the United States.

Frangois Jullien, a French philosopher and sinolo-
gist, explains in his “Treatise on Efficiency” that the
Chinese conceive of efficiency in terms of natural trans-
formation: the strategist makes the situation evolve in
his favor the way nature makes plants grow or the way

in which a river never stops digging its riverbed. These
are principles of so-called biomimesis. Just as with nat-
ural changes, the transformation which occurs is both
discrete and diffuse, imperceptible along the way but
manifest through its effects.

More than in the impact of actions, the Chinese be-
lieve in the immanence of transformation. In countless
investment projects requiring the inclusion of technolo-
gies, such as the Mexican Social Network and its Data
Center, as well as in some of the social-economic
models that arise from the proposal that I made to the
President, China can play a decisive role. The Mexican
market of more than 120 million people is very impor-
tant, because you have to add another 30 million people
who live in the United States.

Likewise, the stability of Argentina is imperative.
Consider that there is a large community of Argentine
citizens living along the world-class tourist stretch of
Mexico’s Mayan Railroad. The benefits for Mexico
under these models of cooperation are evident. Naturally,
in the agro-industrial field, the benefits of Argentine ex-
ports will be extraordinary. Mexico has a solid indus-
trial base that can be diversified, and at the same time
we can participate in the techno-scientific revolution.

Hybrid warfare has a logic of efficiency which con-
tradicts what China is proposing from its own philo-
sophical perspective. The post-pandemic world will
present us with the opportunity to break into a new par-
adigm: Mexico and Argentina must join their efforts for
economic independence, social justice, and political
sovereignty. That process has just begun.

Sultan M. Hali
The New Silk Road and Pakistan

Sultan M. Hali is a journalist
and author from Pakistan, and has
spent decades studying and travel-
ing in China. Mr. Hali delivered this
address on March 20, 2021 to Panel
2, “The Strategic Crisis Facing the
Human Race,” of the Schiller Insti-
tute conference, “The World at a
Crossroad—Two Months into the
Biden Administration.”

The New Silk Road, also known
as the Belt and Road Initiative
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(BRI), has been established on the
lines of the ancient Silk Road, which
for many centuries was the most im-
portant land route linking Europe
and Asia. Any mention of the an-
cient Silk Road revives the stories
of the travels of Marco Polo and
Ibn-e-Battuta, one a Venctian and
the other a Moroccan, who had
made their fabled trips to China in
the 14th Century and brought back
rich memories of their travels and
chronicled the same in their travel-
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