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Forging a U.S.-China Alliance
To Develop the Americas

Dennis Small

April 10—During Panel 2 of the Schiller Institute’s
March 20-21 “World at a Crossroad” conference, “The
Strategic Crisis Facing Humanity,” a set of four presen-
tations was made, jointly focused on the need for the
United States and China to work together to bring a
surge of economic development to the Americas, North
and South. Two speakers from Mexico, one from Ar-
gentina, and one from the United States addressed the
special opportunities that were emerging around the
close working relationship of the Presidents of Mexico,
Andrés Manuel Lopez Obrador, and Argentina, Alberto
Fernandez. EIR publishes those four presentations in
this Conference Section.

One of the results of that dialogue was an April 10
policy statement issued by the Schiller Institute for
wide circulation in the Spanish-speaking Americas and
beyond. Under the headline “President Alberto Fernan-
dez to China; Ibero-America to Mars!” the statement
begins:

The upcoming May 2021 trip to China by Ar-
gentine President Alberto Fernandez, in which
he is scheduled to sign a Memorandum of Un-
derstanding with China on the Belt and Road
Initiative—the global infrastructure project in-
volving nearly 150 nations—presents a unique
strategic opportunity.

1. All of Ibero-America can take a giant step
toward finally breaking out of the straitjacket of
financial looting by the dying London/Wall
Street system, and join instead with the Belt and
Road, sometimes called the New Silk Road, and
its high-tech, science-driver approach to devel-
opment.

2. An Argentina-Mexico axis can emerge to
propose a game-changing policy in the Western
Hemisphere: that China and the United States
jointly work on developing the Mexican-Central
American region in particular, and also all of
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Ibero-America, by cooperative efforts around
extending the BRI into the region. Such devel-
opment is the way—the only way—to stop the
drug trade, stop desperate migration, stop the
gangs, stop the poverty, and stop the COVID-19
pandemic.

“But is it possible?” people will ask skepti-
cally.... “Can we really get the United States and
China to cooperate in the development of
Mexico and all the Americas, instead of heading
towards confrontation and war which only
serves the Establishment’s geopolitical inter-
ests?” Yes—if the United States returns to its
senses, and to the policies of its greatest sons:
Washington, Lincoln, Franklin Roosevelt, and
Lyndon LaRouche. The current breakdown
crisis of the Western financial system has now
made that possibility a necessity—if the U.S.
itself is to survive Wall Street’s unavoidable
demise.

The statement continues:

Argentine President Fernandez should be en-
trusted with a mission on behalf of all of Ibero-
America during his upcoming trip to China. In
addition to the package of Argentine infrastruc-
ture projects that he is already planning to dis-
cuss with China’s President Xi Jinping—which
importantly includes nuclear energy—Fernan-
dez should propose regional great development
projects as well, especially in the field of space.
Specifically, he should propose establishing two
polytechnic institutes, or institutes for space sci-
ence educational activity: one in Argentina and
one in Mexico—perhaps in the city of Querétaro
near Mexico City. These two centers will serve
as centers of international scientific cooperation,
and as poles of educational and technological
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progress required to bring the entire continent
into this kind of high-technology space develop-
ment. They will be centers of the emerging New
Space Silk Road.

The Schiller Institute statement concludes:

President Alberto Fernandez’s upcoming trip to
China can become the first step in Ibero-Ameri-
ca’s participation in mankind’s mission to Mars.

Initiatives towards great power cooperation are
also coming from the Mexican side. Foreign Minister
Marcelo Ebrard announced on April 6 that, on instruc-

tions of President Lopez Obrador, he is preparing visits
to Moscow, New Delhi, Beijing, and Washington. The
official agenda of the trips is vaccines, but in today’s
global crisis, this “vaccine diplomacy” could well open
many possibilities for broader discussions, including
along the lines to be taken up during the Fernandez
visit to China a month from now. Ebrard stated that,
while he is not planning to go to Argentina in the im-
mediate future, the first lots of vaccines from the Astra-
Zeneca plant now operating in Mexico, as a result of a
Mexican-Argentine agreement, will be available by
the end of April. That initiative, he said, is a model of
the kind of cooperation that is needed to address the
COVID crisis.

PANEL 2
Second Discussion Session

This is the discussion among panelists and audi-
ence following the second part of Panel 2, “The Stra-
tegic Crisis Facing Humanity,” of the Schiller Insti-
tute’s March 20-21, 2021 international conference,
“The World at a Crossroad: Two Months into the
Biden Administration.” Presentations in this part of
the panel were on potentials for a “North American
Belt and Road Initiative” in Mexico, Central and
South America, and on

the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor of the Belt
and Road Initiative. The moderator was Harley Sch-
langer of The LaRouche Organization. The discussion
began with a comment by Dennis Small of EIR.

Harley Schlanger (moderator): We’re now going
to take some questions and answers, and a lot of the
emphasis has been on young people and change in
policy, and what we can do with youth, so let me start.
This question is actually for Dennis Small and Alejan-
dro Yaya: “Do you think there will be international
political resistance to [Argentine]| President Alberto
Fernandez’s intention of signing a memorandum of
understanding with the Belt and Road this coming
May when he travels to China? Any thoughts for what
to do about it? And what are the prospects for Mexico
and Brazil, to also sign up with the Belt and Road Ini-
tiative?”

Now, before you answer—Dennis, I’ll start with

April 16,2021 EIR

you—but Alejandro, because we’re translating consec-
utively you have to pause after every couple of sen-
tences so the interpreters can do a proper translation.

So, Dennis, what about the memo of understanding
and the opposition to it?

Dennis Small: Well, I think that the trip of Alberto
Fernandez to China offers tremendous opportunities,
because reality is crying out to the heavens for a change.
There are countries that can’t get vaccines, under the
current world system, and their populations are dying.
You have an economic system which has created pov-
erty. When they look at China, they say, “If China can
do it [eliminate poverty], why not we?”

You have a situation where countries are being
threatened with the destruction that goes along with
unemployment and extreme poverty, and they look to
another part of the world, and they say, “Why do we
have to suffer what we’re suffering?” Reality is a very
harsh taskmistress under these circumstances, and it
creates a huge driving force for a shift, in countries
such as Argentina and Mexico. It has very little to do
with ideology. Argentina is not socialist or Marxist;
Mexico not at all. But they are countries that realize
that it is time for a major change, and they also realize
that the United States can and must be brought on
board.

I do think it is the case that there will be opposition.
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