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cally includes, as I’ve stressed in my past presentations 
with the Schiller Institute, that we must have water, 
food, and energy, as well as hospitals, skilled medical 
personnel, and community health care workers. 

We must address the pandemic, but as the true mark 
of success, we must prevent future pandemics from oc-
curring. To accomplish this, the whole world must 
come together now. We must engage young people in 
this mission. Let us all work together in the spirit of co-

operation, not confrontation. There is still a lot of work 
to be done, and we must try and get it done.

This virus has opened our eyes: We now have 20/20 
vision. So, as we visualize the problem, conceptualize 
issues, and actualize the needs, to be done, let’s get to-
gether and make it happen. Not watch it happen, or let 
it happen, but we must make it happen. We must get 
together: Let’s start now. We’ve got to be successful: 
We can’t afford to fail. Thank you.

Dr. David Satcher, served as the 
16th Surgeon General of the United 
States, and before that, as U.S. As-
sistant Secretary of Health, and Di-
rector of the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention. This is an 
edited transcript of his presentation 
to the fourth panel, “The Coinci-
dence of Opposites: The Only Truly 
Human Thought Process,” of the 
Schiller Institute’s June 26-27 con-
ference, “For the Common Good of 
All People, Not Rules Benefiting the 
Few.” Subheads have been added.

I’m delighted to be able to join you, and to be here 
with Dr. Elders and members of the Schiller Institute. 
I’m very impressed with your work, and what you’re 
trying to do in the world to make the world a better 
place. I agree with Dr. Elders, that that should be built 
around public health. Medicine is very important. I’ve 
spent a lifetime in medicine, but I believe that the criti-
cal issue is how do we come together in public health.

The Collective Efforts of Society
I like the definition of “public health” which says 

that “public health” is the collective efforts of a society 
to create the conditions in which people can be healthy. 
When you think about it, whether we’re talking about 
COVID-19 or any other challenge to our health—in-
cluding the epidemic of violence and famine—we have 
to somehow bring people together collectively, and 
work toward a common goal. That’s what public health 
challenges us to do.

I’ll just say a word about some 
of the opportunities that I’ve had, to 
work in public health. I recently 
spoke to students at Harvard and at 
Drew University about the highs 
and lows of public health. Invari-
ably, when I think about the high 
points of public health, I think about 
immunizations. I think about the 
common efforts that started really, I 
think, around 1796 and resulted in 
the eradication of smallpox in 1978. 
Then, of course, we have launched 
major efforts, as Dr. Elders pointed 
out, in terms of trying to eradicate 

polio. I think we’re on our way.
It is interesting, of course, that one of the barriers to 

eradicating polio has very little to do with medicine, 
and more to do with violence. As long as there is fight-
ing in Afghanistan and Pakistan, we’re not going to be 
able to eliminate polio from those areas, because we 
can’t get vaccines to children there. So, it is true, as you 
pointed out Dr. Elders, there is a need for a coming to-
gether of people across political lines and the other 
things that we allow to divide us, and to work for the 
common good, especially of children. 

Dr. Elders mentioned that when I was director of the 
CDC in the mid-1990s, before I became Surgeon Gen-
eral, we made a decision that we were going to launch a 
major effort to eradicate polio. We had seen the success of 
the eradication of smallpox around 1978, and we decided 
that it was time to take on polio. So, we set out. We target-
ted India and Africa. India, at the time, had the largest 
number of persons with polio, and Africa was very close. 
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The CDC launched a major effort in India, where 
the smallpox program had been so successful. We 
launched an effort to eliminate polio. I’m using words 
like “eliminate” and “eradicate” with the understanding 
that when you eradicate a disease, it does not exist any-
where in the world. In India, the last cases of smallpox 
were seen around 1978.

In terms of polio, we have eliminated polio from many 
places, including the United States. We haven’t eradi-
cated polio, because as long as polio exists in other coun-
tries, it’s not eradicated. It’s sort of like the philosophy of 
this organization: We’re all in this together, so as long as 
there is polio, we all have the risk of polio, and it’s going 
to take a working together to get there.

I’ll repeat the definition of 
public health which I like: Public 
health is the collective efforts of 
a society to create the conditions 
in which people can be healthy. 
If you think about it, those con-
ditions include what we’re strug-
gling with right now: getting 
people immunized. It is a very 
strong position to be in, to have 
the overwhelming majority of 
your population immunized 
against COVID-19, or any other 
such disease. The problem is get-
ting to that: It’s being a very 
strong position, when you make 
available to everybody—all of 
the citizens—what they need in 
order to avoid becoming infected 
with a virus like polio or like 
COVID-19. That’s what we’re 
working toward now in terms of 
COVID-19. 

Public health is in the collective efforts of a soci-
ety—and that’s important—to create the conditions in 
which people can be healthy. We’ve had some success 
in that, but we’ve also had some major failures, in terms 
of trying to make sure, number one, that quality care, if 
you will, quality public health is a reality for every-
body. We’re not there yet, but the first thing, I think, is 
to realize that that’s what we’re after, we’re after a 
strong public health system.

We’re not leaving medicine behind, because a 
strong public health system includes strong access to 
health care, not leaving people out, but making sure that 
it is available to everybody. A strong public health 

system includes medicine. Medicine is a part of public 
health. We really have to make sure that we have a 
health care system that’s available to everybody. With-
out that, we don’t have a strong public health system. 
However, medicine alone is not public health. Medi-
cine alone is not public health. So, we have to keep 
working to make sure that those conditions exist.

Morehouse College Then and Now
Let me say that I have lived through a lot of experi-

ences here in the South. I’m here in my office in Atlanta, 
which is on the campus of Morehouse School of Medi-
cine. I went to college here at Morehouse College, and in 
the early 1960s, became involved in the student move-

ment. That student movement 
did a lot to motivate me for my 
career in medicine, because I 
didn’t come to school to go to 
jail. But many of us ended up in 
jail. Some of us even in prison. 
Not just for the sake of getting ar-
rested, or what have you, but be-
cause we believed that we had a 
responsibility to help to make the 
world a better place than it was.

When I came to Atlanta, of 
course, there were stores down-
town where we could not shop, 
couldn’t work. All of those things 
had to change. And I must say, I 
lived to see most of them changed 
over a 45-year period, here in At-
lanta. Atlanta is a great place, but 
it had to overcome some real 
challenges of how we view 
people and the rights of people. I 

was very pleased to have been a small part of that.
Dr. Benjamin Elijah Mays didn’t encourage us to go 

to jail, but he also didn’t stop us from going to jail. I 
think he would probably have to deal with our parents 
if he encouraged us to go to jail, but he certainly talked 
on Tuesday morning about the importance of standing 
up for your rights, about the power of resistance. You 
can imagine the impact that that had on Martin Luther 
King, Jr, more than ten years before I became a student 
here. That was Benjamin Elijah Mays, a tremendous 
leader who said that we can never take for granted the 
quality or the purpose of our lives. We’ve got to con-
tinue to work to make sure that the lives of other people 
continue to get better.

Wikipedia
Dr. Benjamin Elijah Mays was President of 
Morehouse College (1940-1967), whose students 
included Dr. Satcher, Martin Luther King, Jr., 
Julian Bond, Maynard Jackson, and John Lewis.
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I think the organization we’re dealing with now is 
notable for a common concern for the lives of every-
body: Whether or not they get food, whether there’s 
nonviolence, in so many ways we have to work together 
to make the world a better place. 

We talk a lot about George Floyd now, and of course, 
most of us know that those things continue as we speak. 
We have a lot of work to do to overcome violence, even 
though we are committed to nonviolence, we still strug-
gle with violence, and will, until there is more unity 
among us in terms of the rights of people and what that 
means, and the role of police and things like that.

I remember what it was like to be arrested. But I 
must admit that Atlanta was a more decent place when 
it came to that than most cities. Even though we got ar-

rested, I don’t remember being beaten by the police 
when we were arrested— just getting arrested and 
going to jail.

If we work together, we can make the world a better 
place. We can eliminate and certainly eradicate COVID-
19. We can certainly eliminate and eradicate famine, 
and poverty, and hunger. But we’ve got to work to-
gether; we’ve got to make those things a priority. I com-
mend this organization for making these things a prior-
ity. Peace is not just a word, it’s a tremendous asset for 
any society to have peace, and to work together to make 
the whole world peaceful. 

I hope that this conference moves us forward toward 
the goal of working together toward the common good. 
I know that we can do that. Thank you.

Helga Zepp-LaRouche is the 
founder and President of the Schil-
ler Institute. This is an edited tran-
script of her presentation to the 
fourth panel, “The Coincidence of 
Opposites: The Only Truly Human 
Thought Process,” of the June 
26-27, 2021 Schiller Institute con-
ference, “For the Common Good of 
All People, Not Rules Benefiting the 
Few!” Subheads have been added.

Let me first thank you Dr, 
Satcher for your words which cap-
ture the spirit of what we’re trying 
to do, in a very beautiful way. I could not start my re-
marks without also thinking about the incredible loss of 
Mike Gravel. If all people in the United States would 
live up to his standards, the world would be a very 
beautiful and peaceful place.

I want to speak about the Coincidence of Opposites, 
which may sound strange to some people—why use 
such a complicated notion? But sometimes you have to 
have a metaphor for some new concept. It’s new, but 
not so new, because it comes from the 15th Century; it 
is a method of thinking.

Many years ago—and this is on a slightly different 
note—I heard about a science fiction book—maybe it 

was a movie; it was a long time 
ago—where the story was that man-
kind somehow had destroyed itself, 
and no people were left on Earth.

Representatives of some other 
more advanced species from an-
other planet landed a space vehicle 
on our planet, to investigate the 
reason for the disappearance of the 
human species. This was difficult 
because everything was pretty much 
destroyed. And, literally, the only 
object that they found was a book 
about methods of the mafia gangs in 
Chicago, who had fought each other 

to the death for the top position. Short of any other ex-
planation, these visitors from outer space concluded, 
that it was this kind of thinking, of fighting “your 
enemy” to the death, that led to the extinction of the 
Earthlings.

If one considers the laws of evolution of our uni-
verse over hundreds of millions of years, and then the 
exponential intellectual and scientific development of 
the human species during only the last 10,000 years, if 
would be pretty stupid to risk the existence of mankind 
with a potential nuclear war. We would be depriving 
ourselves of the continuing experience of making an 
unlimited number of creative breakthroughs concern-
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