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Aug. 21—How desperately Haiti is in need 
of infrastructure—viable roads, airports, 
reliable transportation, hospitals and 
more—is once again displayed before the 
eyes of the world, this time in the very slow 
pace at which humanitarian assistance is 
making its way to the southern and western 
parts of the country affected by the most 
recent earthquake on August 14. The area 
most severely affected by the earthquake is 
home to about 1.5 million people—80 
miles from the capital of Port-au-Prince, to 
which overland transportation is a risky 
venture due to poor roads and security 
problems posed by armed gangs. Almost 
nothing is getting to remote villages be-
cause aid can only be directed to popula-
tion centers close to airstrips where air-
planes can land.

According to the government of Haiti, 
as of this writing, the death toll is nearing 2,200, with 
hundreds of still-missing people believed to be buried 
under rubble. More than 12,000 people have been in-
jured and some 600,000 are estimated 
to need humanitarian aid as a result of 
the earthquake.  Over 150,000 homes 
were destroyed, and many people now 
living without a roof over their heads, 
suffered the most recent tropical storm 
unprotected, creating conditions for 
the increased development of fre-
quently fatal diseases. 

Many of the few health facilities 
that existed before, were also destroyed 
in the earthquake. Dr. Carissa Etienne, 
the Pan-American Health Organiza-
tion Director, reported on August 18 
that twenty-four healthcare facilities 
were damaged or destroyed in the three 

departments hardest hit by the earthquake. She called on 
the international community to respond quickly to meet 
Haiti’s “immense needs” for healthcare personnel, sup-

plies, equipment, and patient transpor-
tation, in order to restore health ser-
vices in the affected areas and “ensure 
adequate water and sanitation to pre-
vent increases of diarrheal, respiratory 
and skin diseases,” and also administer 
COVID vaccinations. 

A Manmade Disaster
The Schiller Institute issued a call 

on August 18 for immediate interna-
tional action to aid Haiti. Titled “Imple-
ment LaRouche’s 2010 Rebuilding 
Program in Haiti Now: The 2021 Earth-
quake Can Not Be Allowed To Be a 
Further Descent into Hell!” it explains:

II.  International

Build Haiti’s Infrastructure Now!
by Gretchen Small

USAID/Bureau for Humanitarian Assistance
Haiti, lacking the infrastructure to cope with frequent hurricanes and 
earthquakes, has “immense needs.”

Valter Campanato/Agência Brasil
Dr. Carissa F. Etienne
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“Had American statesman Lyndon LaRouche’s pro-
gram to rebuild Haiti been implemented, in response to 
the devastating Jan. 12, 2010 earthquake, which killed 
between 250,000 and 300,000 people, this impover-
ished nation would not be suffering the level of death 
and destruction so far wrought by the August 14 earth-
quake that measured 7.2 on the Richter scale. And the 
carnage will become much greater as a series of tropical 
storms hit, which are expected to be rolling in, perhaps 
one after another.

“…People are terrified. They have once again been 
abandoned by the United States and its international 
partners, left to perish in extreme poverty, disease, and 
misery.

“Lyndon LaRouche,” the statement continues, “im-
mediately responded to the 2010 earthquake by calling 
for an emergency reconstruction program for Haiti, for 
which, he said, the U.S. had a special responsibility. He 
called on the Army Corps of Engineers to first deploy to 
rescue and relocate up to 1 million homeless Haitians 
from Port-au-Prince to higher ground before the rainy 
season arrived and unleashed a dangerous health and san-
itation crisis for these destitute citizens; he then proposed 
a comprehensive program to focus on building infra-
structure—for sanitation, water management, irrigation, 
earthquake-proof housing, transportation, agriculture, etc.

“LaRouche also recommended that the U.S. sign a 
25-year treaty with Haiti, ‘a treaty agreement to reestab-
lish the efficient sovereignty of the nation of Haiti, after 
the destructive effect of this and preceding difficulties. 
We make a contract with the government, as a treaty 
agreement, between the United States and Haiti, to assure 
the rebuilding of their country, in a form in which it will 
actually be a functioning country which can survive’.” 

For that 2010 statement, see https://larouchepub.
com/pr/2010/100222lar_haiti.html. 

On March 20, 2010, EIR published a 20-page pack-
age elaborating on the physical economic parameters 
required to begin reconstruction, and identifying the 
Malthusian outlook and interests that would fiercely 
oppose it.

President Barack Obama refused to implement 
LaRouche’s proposal, and instead abandoned Haiti to 
the whims of foreign NGOs which lack the largescale 
logistics and infrastructure-building capabilities re-
quired to actually transform the situation, should they 
even want to do so. Ten months later, in October 2010, 
a cholera epidemic swept Haiti, precisely as LaRouche 
had warned would happen were internationally sup-
ported, largescale recovery efforts not carried out. 

Thousands of Haitians who had survived the earth-
quake but were still living in flimsy tents, exposed to 
the elements and without access to adequate food or 
sanitation services, now succumbed to cholera.

Nor was the needed modern infrastructure built 
after the cholera epidemic killed so many people. But in 
2017, China’s Southwest Engineering Municipal 
Design Research Institute, working with the Haitian 
firm, Bati Ayiti, drew up plans for a $30 billion infra-
structure program, which was to begin by investing 
$4.7 billion in constructing modern sanitation, housing, 
and transportation, from the bottom up, in the capital, 
Port-au-Prince. 

The project never materialized. EIR was told that it 
was the International Monetary Fund which stepped in 
to maintain the deadly living conditions forced on Hai-
tians. The IMF informed the Haitian government that 
its funding would be cut off, should it allow the private 
project to proceed. 

‘Not Acting When You Can, 
Amounts to Genocide’

In the midst of the fall 2010 cholera epidemic, Helga 
Zepp-LaRouche was invited to send a message to a 
meeting in Cap Haitien on the subject of how to save 
Haiti, which had been organized by a leader of the Re-

VOA
Over 150,000 homes destroyed, more than 2,200 known dead 
and hundreds still missing, 12,000 injured, and 600,000 
needing humanitarian aid, all as a result of the August 14, 
2021 earthquake in Haiti. “Not acting when you can, amounts 
to genocide.” —Helga Zepp-LaRouche

https://larouchepub.com/pr/2010/100222lar_haiti.html
https://larouchepub.com/pr/2010/100222lar_haiti.html
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gional Youth Coalition of 
North and Northeast Haiti 
(COREJENE) who was in 
touch with the LaRouche 
movement in Canada. Inter-
est was extraordinary. Some 
2,500 students, business-
men, journalists, and local 
politicians showed up on 
Nov. 26 for that meeting, a 
dramatic demonstration of 
Haitians’ thirst for new ideas. 

Zepp-LaRouche began 
her address, played at the 
opening of the meeting, with 
a proposal:

“Let us start to make an 
international mobilization to 
save the Haitian people and 
organize for a full recon-
struction of Haiti, so that ev-
erybody in this country can 
have a decent life. And let’s 
call it ‘Operation Frederick 
Douglass’.”

The history of Haiti has 
been intertwined with that of 
the United States from the 
outset of both nations, she 
explained. Haiti’s 1804 inde-
pendence “was” she empha-
sized, “the first successful 
rebellion of slaves in the 
Americas, which occurred 
after the American Revolu-
tion, and defeated the mili-
tary of the colonial powers of 
Spain, England and Napole-
onic France. And since that 
time, the fate and history of 
Haiti has been extremely 
closely connected to that of 
the United States. Haiti sup-
ported the American Revolu-
tion and was allied with Al-
exander Hamilton. Haiti was 
punished for this through 
blockades and quarantines. 
This was changed again 

Bati Ayiti video
A $30 billion infrastructure program for Haiti, proposed in 2017 by China’s Southwest 
Engineering Municipal Design Research Institute, would have brought a modern sewage 
treatment system (top), power production and distribution (center), and utilities and a road 
network (bottom) to Haiti. It was stopped by the IMF.

https://larouchepub.com/eiw/public/2010/eirv37n47-20101203/eirv37n47-20101203_037-operation_frederick_douglass_zep-hzl.pdf
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when Lincoln became President 
in the 1860’s, and then the U.S. 
finally diplomatically recognized 
Haiti. At that time, Frederick 
Douglass became the plenipo-
tentiary to Haiti.”

Under great American presi-
dents, such as Abraham Lincoln 
and Franklin Delano Roosevelt, 
U.S. and Haitian relations blos-
somed; under anglophiles like 
Woodrow Wilson, Haiti was in-
vaded and occupied, or Obama, 
who refused to come to Haiti’s 
aid, she noted.

Zepp-LaRouche outlined the 
series of proposals her husband 
had made throughout 2010 for an 
internationally supported, 25-
year long reconstruction effort. We must think in terms 
of “a generation of development for Haiti,” she argued, 
if Haiti is not to face continual catastrophes.

See https://larouchepub.com/eiw/public/2010/
eirv37n47-20101203/eirv37n47-20101203_037-

operation_frederick_douglass_
zep-hzl.pdf for “Operation Fred-
erick Douglass.”

Her 2010 warning is as appli-
cable today as it was then: 

“The unfolding catastrophe 
which is happening in Haiti right 
now is a mirror of what will 
happen to the rest of the planet if 
the attitude towards this beautiful 
country is not changed dramati-
cally… .

“The present horrifying con-
dition of the victims in Haiti are a 
total indictment of the U.S. ad-
ministration and the international 
community, a catastrophe which 
was visible for so long and pre-
dictable that it would happen… .

“Not acting when you can, amounts to genocide….
“Let’s mobilize for ‘Operation Frederick Doug-

lass,’ and let’s make that the first cause of an interna-
tional alliance for development until Haiti is saved and 
rebuilt.”

Brady-Handy Studio
Frederick Douglass, June 1, 1880.
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New EIR Offprint Special Report Now Available

The Great Leap Backward: 
LaRouche Exposes the 
Green New Deal
Executive Intelligence Review has released this 
Special Report to warn of the extreme danger to 
mankind represented by the Green New Deal, 
also called “The Great Reset” by the leaders of the 
Davos World Economic Forum. 

Already being implemented, this plan is taking 
over the direction of national economies from 
sovereign governments, using the power of central 
banks and the too-big-to-fail private financial 
institutions, cutting off credit to fossil fuel power 
generation and to industrial and agricultural 
enterprises claimed to emit too much carbon. 
Meanwhile it is creating a new huge bubble in the 
“sustainable fuel” sector, hoping to prop up the 
increasingly bankrupt financial system.

Stopping it by returning to a Hamiltonian 
American System credit policy, requires an 
understanding which is the purpose of this report.

EIR subscribers 
who have received 
this Special Report 
as their 68-page 
Feb. 12 issue: Get 
an Offprint edition 
for someone you 
know who should 
have it! 

Special Report is available in soft cover printed copy for $30 plus 
shipping, or as a PDF for $20 (requires e-mail address). 
https://store.larouchepub.com/product-p/eirsp-2021-1-0-0.htm
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