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or yuan. China has sought agreements with 40-some
countries in which both countries agree to settle their
deals, their trade, in local currencies, and avoid having
to hold on to dollars.

Russia is also a large exporter of grain, agricultural
products, and chemical fertilizers. Putin is likely to add
those to ruble-only deals. So, it will be a matter of time
when EU countries will decide that siding with the U.S. is
too expensive, too painful, in exchange for the inflationary
shortages that they will experience. Bulgaria, Hungary so
far are among the EU countries that have already caved
in. Ukraine, by the way, is also a supplier of important
food and agricultural products. Their inability to produce
will also affect not only the EU, but the worldwide
problem in terms of starvation, shortages, and inflation.

The exchange rate of the ruble plummeted when the
sanctions were first announced, but Putin’s counter, in
pegging the ruble to real assets, has meant that the ruble
has bounced back, to the prewar level. So, the rest of the
world can see all of this and has to decide whether
holding the ruble pegged to real assets is better, or the
dollar, backed by the heretofore sacrosanct full faith
and credit of Washington. The American public may
not fully appreciate that one consequential blowback is
the worldwide loss of confidence in the dollar, which is
not pegged to any real assets or gold. By acting
unilaterally, the American dollar is no longer a safe

place for anybody’s foreign reserves, or tycoons’
private wealth.

As aresult, increasingly, the dollar is not going to be
worth the paper it’s printed on, and history will show,
whenthe U.S. economy collapses, thatthisis attributable
to Biden’s folly. The U.S. knows only one diplomatic
approach, which is to threaten sanctions. They may try
it on China, because, so far, Blinken’s message to China
and that of his colleagues is, “Join our sanctions; stop
doing business with Russia, or else.”

How will China react to the threat? China is the
leading trading partner for over 120 countries—virtually
the entire world. China has become the factory of the
world and makes products that everybody needs and
wants to buy; and that includes the United States. So,
China is not going to be intimidated by the threat of
sanctions. If Biden were to insist on economic sanctions
on China, the blowback will hurt the American consumer.
Made-in-America factories to replace China’s factories
will take a very long time. In the meantime, American
consumers will face inflation and scarcity.

It’s becoming increasingly apparent that the U.S.
speaks loudly, but carries a shrivelled stick. It’s just not
scary anymore. In attempting to decouple from China,
the U.S. will find itself standing alone and holding a
dollar that nobody else wants to hold onto anymore.

Thank you.

Fraydique Alexander Gaitan and Pedro Rubio
South America and the New Development Architecture
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Fraydique Gaitan:
ILO Tripartism, the
Key Approach for a
Stable and Lasting
Global Peace
Greetings from the
CTU-USCTRAB Wor-
kers Confederation of
Colombia!
It is very important
.Sch;iIIer Institute fOI' Colombia and
Pedro Rubio Latin America to pay
attention to everything
that is going on at this global juncture. We’ve lived
through a global pandemic, and the Ukraine-Russia
issue which affects the whole world. This forces us to
think about what the policy agenda is going to be,
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moving forward. We should speak of a New World
Order. And we should consider whether or not human
beings are going to continue to be at the center of events;
and whether or not human beings are the most important
thing for those centers of thought such as the centers of
power, where we see that the harm done to human
dignity and to life itself has reached a serious and
enormous crossroads, such that it could easily be
replaced by artificial intelligence.

It’s no longer a matter of the thinking of some
economic theoreticians, where Man uses Man, where
Man is enslaved, and then he is freed, and goes on to the
concept of the proletariat, and evolves to the concept of
the New World of labor. So, we all have to ask ourselves
the question: are human beings really, at this time, at the
center of the thinking of those think-tanks and centers
of power? We think that they should be.

The other important issue, is to look at the historic
evolution of the concept of the world of labor and the
global conflicts that have occurred throughout history.
The Treaty of Westphalia is one key reference point to
take into account, as is the Versailles Treaty, despite the
disruptions and some deviations that have been found
in them. But we believe that, in the case of the Versailles
Treaty, as a labor confederation established on the basis
of the thinking of the International Labor Organization
(or ILO), which was created as part of Versailles, that
tripartism is necessary if we are going to speak of a
stable and lasting peace.

Another very important matter we have to keep in
mind is the role of the ILO and the UN. If we want the
development of nations to be symmetrical, we
necessarily have to see if these two organizations are
valid or not. For us, the ILO is valid, both because it is

and has a democratic sense of participation because of
its three electoral colleges: a vote by the state, through
the government; a vote by workers; and a vote by
employers. The UN has a disruption, which is its
Security Council: only some have achieved the armed
power of having nuclear bombs and other kinds of
weapons of mass destruction, which allow them to be
there. Butthere is no consensus, no democratic decision-
making by all nations. That generates the asymmetries
that we find today.

It’s important to consider that, in these new
architectures, we have to find an equilibrium to
furthermore be able to speak of global social justice. That
is a policy agenda built by blocs, and that can’t mean
going back to unipolarity nor to bi-polarity. We should be
talking about a minimum of five blocs, and Latin
American should play a strong role among them. We see
the example that Africa, which has used the tripartite
system, today leads the International Labor Organization.

So, we call for that to be done: to keep strengthening
social dialogue among nations. It is not easy to interpret
the tensions, because there are tensions between some
agendas and others, and that’s what we are seeing in
that conflict. Despite the fact that some want to reduce
it to the issue of Ukraine and Russia, it is global tension.

So, for the CTU-USCTRAB Confederation, it’s
important to return to the tripartite mechanism; to
consider the deformation that the UN has in its
Security Council and other asymmetrical situations,
such as the interventions of Non-Governmental
Organizations, or NGOs. In the ILO, their role is
clearly defined; but in the UN, the disruptive capital
groups, which even control states themselves, torpedo
a true agenda of global policies, and obstruct a new
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architecture which would generate true development
for all nations, and which would generate a sense of
security for all.

Pedro Rubio: South America and the
New Development Architecture

Greetings from Colombia!

We have been promoting initiatives and proposals
for the entry-point into the South American continent
through the Darien Gap and Colombia, to become not
only a pivotal point for the World Land-Bridge, or the
New Silk Road, as it is also known, but also, from the
standpoint of a new economic and development
architecture for all nations; that it ensure not only the
food sustenance of Colombian nationals, but also that it
be transformed into a supplier of food for the planet.

Paradoxically, we have very fertile land by world
standards, because we are part of the equatorial belt,
and we have a diversity of climates which makes it
possible for Colombia to produce food 365 days a year.
So, we have great potential.

I’d like to mention the calculations made by
Vladimir Vernadsky, the father of Russian bio-
geochemistry, which we have applied to determining
the ability to maintain a given population per square
kilometer. It’s quite interesting, for example, that in the
case of Colombia, we have 446,656 square kilometers
of arable land, and a population of 49.6 million people,
whereas we could feed a population of 67 million.

In other words, with the potential that we have today
of producing food on Colombian territory, making use of
technology—and Vernadsky’s calculations were based
on the technology available at the end of the 19th century
and beginning of the 20th century—with technological
advance, the optimization of our agricultural land in order
to feed people, means we could even double that amount.

In other words, I would venture to say that it is
possible to feed an average of up to 75-80 million

people on the land we have in Colombia.

If we turn to the case of our neighbor, Venezuela,
which shares a border with Colombia, Venezuela has
216,000 square kilometers of arable land, with a
population today of 28.8 million. By optimizing that
territory, based on modern technological advances,
they could feed more than 40-45 million people.

And it’s here that we have a sovereign decision
that must be made by nations, based on the need to
make every square kilometer, or every hectare of land,
depending on how you measure it, more productive in
order to ensure the food supply. In that way we can
face the threat of world famine that the FAO and the
UN and many other voices internationally are warning
about—that it is not only coming, but it is already
underway internationally. And it is necessary to
immediately activate an economic recovery plan for
nations that have agricultural potential, to intensify
the policies to be able to be the food suppliers of the
world, and not only of their own populations.

It’s important to implement the approach of
“development corridors™ in order to ensure the flow of
the necessary inputs, so that both the imports as well as
the exports of food can be carried out through these
development corridors that are proposed as part of the
New Silk Road. That, we believe, is what must be done
at this moment, at this punctum saliens that we are
facing in history.

We have two paths available: one, to advance
towards a new era, a renaissance of economic growth
and of dialogue of cultures; or, what some theoreticians
of the Clash of Civilizations are proposing, a Dark
Age of perpetual wars and conflicts among nations.

We, in Colombia, have the hope that the entire
planet and these forums of dialogue, deepen the
necessary advance of a dialogue of cultures and
economic cooperation which the planet so needs.

Thank you.

Public Discussion

This is an edited transcript of the discussion follow-
ing the presentations to the Second Panel of the April 9,
2022 Schiller Institute Conference, “To Establish a
New Security and Development Architecture for All Na-
tions.” Participating were Harley Schlanger (modera-
tor), Dennis Small, Prof. Justin Yifu Lin, Dr. George
Koo, Helga Zepp-LaRouche, Fraydique Gaitan, and
Dr. Wolfgang Bittner.
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Harley Schlanger: (moderator) Judging by the
number of questions we’re getting, this panel has cer-
tainly stirred some things up. A question has come in on
the result of the Ukraine crisis on world hunger: “Is this
making things worse, or wasn’t there already a crisis
before this?”

Dennis Small: Yes, there absolutely was a crisis
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