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This is the edited transcript of 
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Humanity To Survive the Greatest 
Crisis in World History,” of the 
Schiller Institute’s Sept. 10-11, 2022 
Conference, “Inspiring Humanity 
To Survive the Greatest Crisis in 
World History.” Prof. Toloraya is 
the Deputy Chairman of the Board 
of the Russian National Committee 
on BRICS Research.

Good morning, ladies and gen-
tlemen! It’s a pleasure for me and an honor for me to 
address the conference, “Inspiring Humanity To Sur-
vive the Greatest Crisis in World History,” which is 
very topical, unfortunately, because suddenly this year 
we encountered a political, economic, and existential 
crisis, which truly can be compared only to the most 
serious milestones in human history. 

Of course, it’s not sudden or it’s not just a Black 
Swan, because this crisis has been in preparation for 
years—more than three decades, because when the 
Soviet Union collapsed—thanks to Mikhail Gorbachev, 
whose demise I just learned of—at this time, many 
people said it was the end of history, meaning that, now 
that the West had finally won over communism and 
over any alternatives, there will be no more conflict. 
However, that was not the case. Russia itself was very 
eager to join this new world order, this new West-led 
order as an equal partner, but Russia was denied this op-
portunity. Moreover, Russia’s vital interests were not 
taken into account.

I’m not sure what plans there are in the West, in rela-
tion to Russia, but judging by the attitude of the leaders 
of Russia, there could be quite a serious danger of trying 
to undermine the whole civilization. So, for Russia, the 
war in Ukraine is not just a Ukrainian war, it’s an exis-
tential war. Russia is fighting not to gain territories or 
population or some resources—it has enough territories 
and resources in its vast territory—but in order to fight 
the imminent danger of disintegration of the country 
and the destruction of the whole of Russian civilization. 

So, this is the continuation of a 
century-old struggle with the West. 
These days, it is also a part of the 
global struggle for a new, more just 
international order. Because the 
order and the system of global gov-
ernance that have been with us for 
the last three decades, are Western-
led. It’s a unipolar world that they try 
to construct. And what the West is 
fighting for is not democracy, but its 
dominance. 

Democracy is, of course, a good 
thing, but after all, it’s just a system 

of governance. It’s good when your neighbors are 
having this system of governance, but why should you 
waste your resources and even lives of your soldiers in 
order to install this system into a foreign country? 
That’s just a pretext. The real reason is dominance, 
dominance which translates into the economic domi-
nance, and in fact robbing other nations and the whole 
world, for its own benefit.

The new international situation, when the rising 
powers want a share, both in their striving for a better 
life and in governing their own destiny, sooner or later 
should have come into contradiction over this reality. 
Hence, the war that has just started is part of a broader 
struggle, which unfortunately brings together vast 
parts of the world as a global confrontation of which 
we might just be seeing the beginning. Unfortunately, 
it may continue for decades to come. But this is better 
that it would continue for decades as a slow-burning 
conflict, rather than an all-out war, which is not impos-
sible, unfortunately. Sometimes wars start acciden-
tally, and they escalate accidentally, so unfortunately 
no one these days can exclude some accidental escala-
tion of the war which may bring about a thermonuclear 
apocalypse. 

God forbid that it would happen, but in the mean-
time, it is also important to have a positive agenda. 
“Positive agenda,” meaning, as I said, that the countries 
of the South and the countries of the non-Western part 
of the globe should struggle, not for dominance, but for 
a just order which would enable them to take part in the 
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I’m very pleased to be invited to 
say a few words about Lyndon La-
Rouche’s contribution to understanding today’s world. 
I was first introduced to Lyn’s work when I met with 
Jacques Cheminade in France. He presented me with 
Lyn’s book, So, You Want To Know All About Econom­
ics? That’s the first time I heard about physical eco-
nomics. 

By reading his work, some new concepts just struck 
me, such as entropy in an economy. If an economy is 
entropic, it will ultimately run out of development 
energy, ultimately. Technological and technical innova-
tion is key to maintaining development momentum, 
and is an important anti-entropic factor.

What Lyn had taught us about entropic factors in an 
economy could also apply to today’s financial sector, 
because instead of providing needed funding to the real 
economy as it should do, today’s financial sector has 
invented a lot of products that it spends on itself. So, 

that becomes entropic, depleting a 
lot of resources. 

Lyn had correctly predicted 
many financial crises, because when 
he discovered a deviation of finan-
cial investments from the real econ-
omy, he could see the danger arriv-
ing. Lyn had correctly forecast 
many financial crises in Latin Amer-
ica and in Asia. That’s why he had 
broad influence in those regions. 

In Washington, D.C., I had been 
introduced to Lyndon LaRouche by 
Mike Billington. Lyn taught me a lot 
about the evolution of synarchism in 

Europe and also in the world. Lyn taught me that those 
people who seek to have control over every country, by 
meddling with financial crises, may overlook the danger 
of financial gain. By inducing other countries into finan-
cial crises, those synarchists may succeed at the begin-
ning. They may succeed in sheep shearing. But, ulti-
mately, they will kill all the sheep. So, they will also lose 
the opportunity of further sheep shearing in the end. 
That’s why, after several runs of financial crises—in 
Latin America, in Asia, in Europe—the financial crises 
came home to roost in the United States.

Precursor of the BRI
Lyn believed firmly in investing in infrastructures. 

He said that infrastructure investment could help eco-
nomic development in the long run, and that infrastruc-
ture investment would lay the foundation for healthy 

decision-making and implementing and getting the 
fruits of their efforts. One of the reasons it doesn’t 
happen is the unjust dollar-centered financial system in 
which the emission center just reaps its own benefits by 
being able to just print empty banknotes. This is why 
the call which is promoted by The LaRouche Organiza-
tion for a New Bretton Woods system is, I think, very 
important and very relevant.

Another factor is the joining of forces by the biggest 
civilization platforms in the BRICS format. It now in-
cludes Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South Africa, and 
soon some other big countries like Argentina, and others—

Indonesia, maybe Iran, may join us. This is a really big 
force which can shape the global economic order and fi-
nancial flows in a way which is more just and more satis-
fying to the whole world, not just a small number of rent-
iers in the so-called “gold billion” countries. 

I think this is exactly what Lyndon LaRouche, 
whose 100th anniversary we are celebrating, was striv-
ing for. And, I believe that this current conference is 
very topical for discussing of these issues and coming 
up with recommendations and ideas, which can be sup-
ported all over the world. So, I wish you all success. 
Thank you.
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