Click here for Full Issue of EIR Volume 50, Number 7, February 17, 2023

The fact is simple; the fact is irrefutable. The fact is
that we must preserve the environment and defeat
poverty. We must not allow this transition to happen on
the backs of the poorest people in the world. We must
not allow this to be a transition that says no new oil
projects; which means that Norway continues to
produce 2 million barrels of oil; which means that Saudi
Arabia continues to produce 10 million barrels of oil;
which means the United States continues to consume
20 million barrels of oil. But it means countries like
Uganda and Mozambique cannot start producing. That
transition that favors incumbents, the transition that
favors the rich, the idea that the poorer people of the
world should bear the brunt of energy poverty and
should pay for this transition, is totally unacceptable.
This is not just true in Africa or Uganda. Across the
world, working people—even in rich industrialized
nations—it is the people on lower incomes who are
going to be forced to pay under a theory of increasing
the price of oil.

The fact is simple: For as long as the alternatives are
not available, we must look to fossil fuels to power our
world. In Africa, we are tired of not being powered. So,
in Uganda we have this idea: Come hell or high water,
that we are going to develop our energy projects. That
we are going to do it in a responsible and efficient
manner. It is one of the lowest carbon-emitting projects
in the world. It is being conducted in the most
responsible manner imaginable. It is not perfect, but
every day we strive to make it better. It is not a solution
to all our challenges; it does not present a magic bullet.
It does not present the ultimate solution to all our
economic challenges. But it represents a step, and a
start; and we need steps, and we need starts.

Those who are living in the comfort of wonderful
palaces, those who are living in the comfort of heated
swimming pools and wonderful houses; those who are
flying on private jets to moralize and lecture us, we are
happy to receive their ideas. But frankly, at this time
and on this occasion, we are not willing to follow
through with them. We have listened far too long. We
have had a copious supply of people telling us to follow
the lead of the West and of people who are transitioning.
But now I think it’s becoming ridiculous for us to start
taking lectures about our 200,000 barrels of oil from
people who are consuming 20 million barrels of oil. For
us to start paying for this transition when we contribute
0.003% to global greenhouse gas emissions.

So I can say that Uganda’s oil project represents a
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significant opportunity for our country to be energy
independent. And anybody who thinks that we are not
going to take advantage of this opportunity—to fulfill
some ego somewhere, or to worship at the altar of their
religion, a religion whose priests are carrying a dagger
in their cloaks and stabbing it in the back—that person
is terribly, terribly mistaken. At this time, in this period,
and at this moment, I am of the humble opinion that
Uganda has no choice and no option but to march along
with its project to build its pipeline to Tanzania, finance
its refinery, and to start its journey to energy
independence.
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Ladies and Gentle-
men: The world is facing
enormous tensions and
challenges. Unilateral-
ism, protectionism, he-
gemonism, the spirit of
confrontation and cold
war are among many
other factors that affect
world peace and the development so desired by the peo-
ples. The threats to peace are sources of instability and
uncertainty. Instead of trying to extinguish the fire,
some countries and organizations are energetically fan-
ning it with the sole motivation of satisfying their ambi-
tions of hegemony, thus exposing the deficit of global
governance. Where is the UN? This is the question that
peace- and justice-loving people around the world are
asking themselves.

In this difficult and complex context, a source of
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peace and development has been unfolding for some
time to enrich international relations and serve as an
example for the international community. This is the
Sino-African cooperation. When talking about Sino-
African cooperation, it is important to take a look at
contemporary history, which is an immutable witness
to historical truth. History teaches us that since its
foundation in 1949, the People’s Republic of China has
never provoked a war or a conflict, nor has it engaged
armed forces in a foreign land. Its conduct is based on
the five principles of peaceful coexistence, which are
shared by African countries that have difficulty getting
rid of the consequences of foreign domination.

History teaches us that Sino-African relations,
which were rooted in the suffering of all kinds of
domination, began a new turn within the Non-Aligned
Movement. Indeed, in 1955, 29 African and Asian
states met in Bandung, Indonesia. The Bandung
conference (conference of the damned of the earth)
stressed “the urgent need to encourage economic
development in the Africa-Asia zone.” Since then,
China and Africa have supported each other in their
desire to emancipate themselves and follow their own
development paths. The struggles for independence
will forge a solid and sincere friendship. It is in times of
hardship that true friendships are forged, it is said.

In 1978, thanks to the leadership of the Chinese
Communist Party, China launched the policy of
“Reform and Opening” which will allow the country to
achieve real miracles in all fields of development.
Firmly committed to the spirit of Bandung, China and
African countries decided in Beijing in 2000 to establish
the Forum on China-Africa Cooperation (FOCAC).
Since then, the cooperation between China and Africa
has grown stronger over the years.

In 2013, 10 years ago, Chinese President Xi Jinping
launched the principles of “sincerity, effective results,
friendship and good faith and the pursuit of the greatest
good and shared interests in Sino-African relations.”
Since then, this cooperation has been making great
achievements for the benefit of both sides. The Chinese
President will make many official visits to the continent
and participate in video conferences with his African
colleagues. China has been Africa’s largest trading
partner for 13 consecutive years. The volume of Sino-
African trade for the year 2022 is estimated at over
US$260 billion. The growth of Chinese imports from
Africa has once again outpaced the growth of Chinese
exports to Africa. Fifty-two African countries and the

February 17,2023 EIR

African Union Commission have signed cooperation
agreements with China under the Belt and Road
Initiative.

The 2015 Johannesburg Summit established the
“Sino-Africa Conference on Poverty Reduction and
Development” as the official instrument of the Forum
on Sino-African Cooperation. In July 2018, President
Xi Jinping made his ninth visit to Africa, his fourth as
President of the People’s Republic of China.

At the 7th FOCAC Summit, held in Beijing in
September 2018, the two sides worked together on the
theme, “China and Africa: Building an Even Stronger
Community of Destiny Through Win-Win Cooper-
ation.” Beijing 2018 gave a new impetus to Sino-
African Cooperation for shared development. The
Summit closely linked the FOCAC with the Belt and
Road Initiative, the United Nations 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development, the African Union’s 2063
Development Agenda, and the national development
strategies of African countries. At the Summit, President
Xi Jinping confirmed that “China will always be a good
friend, a good partner and a good brother to Africa.”
The Summit also stressed the importance of synergy
between the Belt and Road Initiative and the African
Union’s Agenda 2063.

On August 18, 2022, the “Coordinators’ Meeting on
the Implementation of the Follow-Up Actions of the 8th
Ministerial Conference of the Forum on China-Africa
Cooperation,” held in Dakar, Senegal in November
2021, noted the success of the 8th Conference. Despite
the tensions on the international scene, hegemonic
practices, and intimidation, China and Africa have
stayed the course by focusing on cooperation, advancing
their cooperation in infrastructure, completing several
major projects, including the Foundiougne Bridge in
Senegal, the Nairobi Highway, the Kribi-Lolabe
Highway in Cameroon, and the 10th of Ramadan Light
Rail Transit in Egypt.

In terms of loans, the billions of dollars that China is
devoting to Africa are mostly long-term repayable
loans. In this regard, it is important to note that 35% of
the external debt of African governments is held by
multilateral institutions such as the World Bank; 32%
of the said debt is held by private lenders; and only 20%
by China. China has forgiven the debts of 17 African
countries out of 23 interest-free loans that were due at
the end of 2021. China is ready to redirect US$10
billion of its SDRs to Africa and encourage the IMF to
direct China’s contributions to Africa.
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On the subject of debt, during the press conference
on the sidelines of the 2018 Beijing Summit, the
President of the Republic of Senegal, Macky Sall said:
“We [Africans] know what we want in our cooperation
with China.... The debt we have with China is very well
under control. There is no doubt about it.” Despite this
solemn declaration, inappropriate, if not arrogant,
statements are still being made about Sino-African
cooperation.

Over the past two decades, through the Forum on
China-Africa Cooperation, China has helped Africa
build more than 10,000 kilometers of highways, 6,000
kilometers of railroads, hundreds of airports, ports, and
power plants, as well as more than 130 medical
facilities, 45 stadiums and more than 170 schools. More
than 21,000 Chinese health workers have been sent to
Africa to treat over 200 million patients. Today, China
is the largest provider of scholarships and training to
African countries. From January to November 2022,
Africa-China trade amounted to $258.9 billion. This
exceeds the total amount of trade between Africa and
China in 2021, which is $254 billion. As a result, China
maintains its leading position as the continent’s largest
economic partner. Chinese imports of African products
reached $70.6 billion in seven months. China has signed
an exchange of letters with 12 African countries on zero
tariffs for 98% of their export products to China. Many
African agricultural products have already reached the
Chinese market. The China-Africa joint centers for
exchange, demonstration and training in modern agro-
technology have been launched. Chinese companies
are increasing their investment in the agricultural sector
in Africa. Through the “100 Enterprises in 1000
Villages” initiative, Chinese companies are helping to
create jobs, reduce poverty and improve the livelihoods
of rural households in Africa. In the field of health,
China has supplied more than 189 million doses of
COVID-19 vaccine to African countries. Currently, the
joint production of COVID-19 vaccine in Africa has
reached an annual capacity of about 400 million doses.

The field of peace and security recorded the second
China-Africa Forum on Peace and Security. China has
provided military assistance to countries in the Sahel,
the Horn of Africa, and the Gulf of Guinea. China is the
first country to support the African Union’s membership
in the United Nations Security Council and the G20. It
intends to encourage the G20 to take strong actions to
support an enhanced role for the AU and African
countries in the global governance system.

On January 11, 2023, the new Chinese Minister of
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Foreign Affairs, Qin Gang, dedicated his first trip
abroad to Africa, when he went to Addis Ababa to
participate in the ceremony marking the completion of
the headquarters of the Africa CDC [Africa Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention]. He thus followed the
tradition established by Chinese diplomacy for 33
consecutive years [that China’s foreign minister makes
Africa the destination of his first overseas visit each
year]. On this occasion, he reaffirmed that “the
strengthening of solidarity and cooperation with
African countries remains a priority of Chinese
diplomacy, and that whatever the hazards on the
international scene, China and Africa will constitute a
community of shared future.” The AU Conference
Center, the headquarters of the African CDC, the
Mombasa-Nairobi and Addis Ababa-Djibouti railway
lines, the numerous road, electricity, telecommuni-
cation, port, and other projects carried out all over the
continent, undoubtedly contribute to the reinforcement
of the self-reliant and sustainable development
capacities of African countries.

Ladies and Gentlemen, I would like to conclude my
speech by saying that in view of the concrete
achievements, the ongoing projects, and the common
ambitions for the shared development of China and
Africa, the Forum on China-Africa Cooperation and the
Belt and Road Initiative remain flagships of sincere,
exemplary South-South cooperation that bring hope to
the peoples in the field of international cooperation.
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Shared past experi-
ences and similar ends
and goals have brought
China and Africa close
together. In our fight for
national liberation and
independence, China and African countries supported
each other and expanded mutual and political trust in
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