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May 30—In February, a research team
from the French political party, Solidar-
ité et Progres, published a ground-
breaking 192-page Special Report
titled, La désintégration controlée de
I’éducation: Ce que tout parent et en-
seignant devrait savoir (The Controlled
Disintegration of Education: What
Every Parent and Teacher Should
Know). The authors have documented
the destruction of the teaching profes-
sion in France through regular pay cuts,
and, more disturbingly, through the
change in method and goals of the edu-
cation of the students. Whether by no
longer being able to live on a teaching salary, or by
being sick of teaching to a test, French teachers are
leaving the profession in alarming numbers. The situa-
tion across the European Union and the United States
and elsewhere is similar.

The report focuses on specific problems in the class-
room that originate with the increasing amount of time
that children spend in front of a screen and also the con-
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tent of what is displayed on that screen, be it a video
game or social media content. The adverse effects of
the digital devices on the students are many, ranging
from loss of concentration span, loss of memory, and in
general, creation of an environment that does not assist
in the education of young and developing minds.

The chapter, “Cognitive Sciences in School,” for
example, details the difference between human thought
and computer “thought.” Understanding human intelli-
gence and the way to nurture it in children is key to un-
derstanding what is important in education. No aspect
of'a child’s education should be viewed as mechanistic.
Further, the chapter, “Education to Indoctrination,” de-
scribes the effects of a curriculum politicized to pro-
mote a radical environmental strategy. The chapter
titled, “The Collapse of Education,
Fruit of the Changing Global Para-
digm,” discusses how manipulation of
the uneducated masses is conduited
through video games and social media.

Deadening Screen Time

Several chapters of the report detail
the scientific evidence of damage to de-
veloping minds from the physical ef-
fects of prolonged screen time, as well
as the negative psychological effects of
social media, fake support groups, and
video games that are engaged in indoc-
trination. This primarily affects chil-
dren, although adults are not immune.
Digital devices have become mainstays in French class-
rooms, as they have in the U.S. and elsewhere.

As most teachers know, the classroom is the place
where a student, from whatever background, will be
safe to learn about his or her mind, and be able to de-
velop his individual creative potential in the numerous
fields of study presented in the class with the guidance
of the teacher. Once the teacher is relegated to telling
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students to write a report from
information gathered on the in-
ternet, the classroom experi-
ence begins to disintegrate.

In the United States

Inthe United States, on May
23, Surgeon General Dr. Vivek
Murthy issued an advisory on
the menace of social media and
screen addiction. The 19-page
advisory, titled “Surgeon Gen-
eral Issues New Advisory
About Effects Social Media
Use Has on Youth Mental
Health,” focuses on the ways
that social media may harm
children and adolescents. Sur-
geon General Murthy cites the risk of profound harm to
adolescent mental health and urges families to set time
limits on exposure and urges governments to require
the posting of warnings on social media of potential
harm to mental health—on Facebook (Meta), Insta-
gram, and the others—preferably by the Surgeon Gen-
eral.

Curricula Crisis

The situation regarding curricula is also not sub-
stantially different in the United States from that de-
scribed in the Special Report for France. Outstanding is
the promotion of the ideology for population reduction,
in the name of caring for the planet and “nature.” Cur-
ricula promoting the global warming scare and the
rabid reduction of energy production are in wide use—
which help to confuse students about the real world and
what it takes to be responsible for the continuation of
life, human and otherwise. This is having extreme ef-
fects on young children psychologically, as well as
being poor science and lacking in thought and debate.

In my personal experience, when | was 10, | watched
a TV documentary about man’s careless destruction of
the planet and how the world was coming to an end
before 1 would grow up. I was profoundly depressed by
it. Fortunately, there were no social media then, or else
I might have had 15 avatars pop up to “support” my de-
pression.

Throughout history there have been individuals and
movements to stop the nonsense thinking and to do
what was advised by Lazare Carnot, the renowned
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Students play Doom, an early first-person shooter game introduced in 1993.

French engineer and leader (1753-1823), and what
others have echoed—to educate to raise every man and
woman of the human species to the “dignity of Man.”
The fight for education continues the battle against
tyranny, a fight that is worth fighting and winning.

Creativity for the Common Good, Not
Conformity

The Preface to the book is provided by statesman
Jacques Cheminade, a longtime co-thinker and associ-
ate of Lyndon H. LaRouche, Jr. and a life-long cham-
pion of education in the service of truth and of advanc-
ing humanity. Jacques Cheminade is Chairman of the
Solidarité et Progres political party in France, and has
campaigned for decades, including four times as a pres-
idential candidate, to raise the level of knowledge and
political level in France to that of the citizen-statesman.
A translation of the full text of his Preface to this Spe-
cial Report is provided below.

Cheminade begins with quotations from three
prominent figures from the past century to underscore
his main point, that teachers must raise up students to
think and to contribute, and not simply to adapt and
conform to that which is constraining or even under-
mining society. He summarizes:

The mission is to cultivate the innate potential in
each human being to know, understand, and to
act for the common good, to awaken the joy of
thinking and creating; [however] today the teach-
er’s job is to teach students how to conform.
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These are the skills and operational formulae to
serve an existing social system to which the child
is asked to adapt, because he is not provided with
the means to question it in order to design a better
one. Under the pretext of letting him “discover”
by himself, he is submitting himself to the rules
of the dominant order. In short, a new form of
slavery, mental slavery comes into existence.

The importance of education everywhere is to do as
Jacques Cheminade, Jean Jaurés, Lazare Carnot, Abra-
ham Lincoln, Lyndon H. LaRouche, Jr., Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr., and many others, have done, which is
to educate for the betterment of all people everywhere.
It is hard to do that or to even think that way when you
are living in a slave system. The necessity of a produc-
tive economy, be it in France or elsewhere, requires an
education system that functions with well-paid and
well-respected teachers, and a curriculum that allows
the student to flourish and find the area in which to de-
velop his or her own innate creativity, be it medicine,
art, or myriad other fields of study.

The nightmarish challenge of teaching a classroom
of individuals with no concentration span, massive anx-

iety, and other such real problems has to be taken seri-
ously, and teachers must be given the resources to pre-
vail. It must be taken seriously that there are knowable
forces indoctrinating children and turning once poetic
souls into deeply depressed, anxiety-ridden individuals
at best, and at worst, at least in the U.S., into killers.
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New EIR Offprint Special Report Now Available

The Great Leap Backward:
LaRouche Exposes the
Green New Deal

Executive Intelligence Review has released this
Special Report to warn of the extreme danger to
mankind represented by the Green New Deal,
also called “The Great Reset” by the leaders of the
Davos World Economic Forum.

Already being implemented, this plan is taking
over the direction of national economies from
sovereign governments, using the power of central
banks and the too-big-to-fail private financial
institutions, cutting off credit to fossil fuel power
generation and to industrial and agricultural
enterprises claimed to emit too much carbon.
Meanwhile it is creating a new huge bubble in the
“sustainable fuel” sector, hoping to prop up the
increasingly bankrupt financial system.

Stopping it by returning to a Hamiltonian
American System credit policy, requires an
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Special Report is available in soft cover printed copy for $30 plus
shipping, or as a PDF for $20 (requires e-mail address).
https://store.larouchepub.com/product-p/eirsp-2021-1-0-0.htm
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this Special Report
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know who should
have it!

understanding which is the purpose of this report.
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