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struck during May 2022 between Russia and 
Ukraine, and it was the NATO powers, none of 
which is threatened by this war, which pressured 
Ukraine to pursue the war and promised them all 
the weapons needed to win that war. U.S. and 
British officials openly stated that this war 
should be used to destroy Russia once and for 
all, despite the terrible amount of casualties for 
the Ukrainians, in particular.

In the meantime, the Vatican, China, Brazil, 
and several African nations have all presented 
peace proposals for a cease fire and for negotia­
tions aimed at ensuring the security interests of 
both nations.

We, the undersigned, call on all the peace 
movements worldwide and on all peace-loving 
forces, to demonstrate on August 6th, for an im­

mediate cease-fire and for creating the condi­
tions where never again will nuclear weapons 
threaten the existence of Mankind.

In the following pages, this issue of EIR provides 
transcripts of three presentations from Panel V of the 
conference, titled “Scientific Ecology and Assessing 
the Climate Challenge; Eradicating Poverty and Hunger 
in the World is the Priority.” The speakers, from Italy 
and Germany, debunk the fraud of “man-made global 
warming” and expose the disastrous consequences of 
the oligarchy’s Malthusian, “climate-change” agenda, 
an agenda which is already causing mass starvation and 
disease on a planetary scale.

Panel V in its entirety can be watched here.
Videos of all conference panels are available on the 

Schiller Institute website here.

This is the edited transcript of the 
presentation of Hans-Bernd Pillkahn 
to Panel V, “Scientific Ecology and 
Assessing the Climate Challenge; 
Eradicating Poverty and Hunger in 
the World is the Priority,” of the 
Schiller Institute’s July 8–9 confer-
ence, “On the Verge of a New World 
War—European Nations Must Co-
operate with the Global South!” Dr.-
Ing. Pillkahn is an engineer and 
CEO of PROASSORT, GmbH in 
Werdohl Germany. Subheads have 
been added, and the number of his 
graphics has been reduced.

Dear ladies and gentlemen,
Thank you very much for allowing me the opportu­

nity to talk to you today, despite the warm weather. The 
good news is, in Germany, we are working on a strat­
egy to defeat summer. Just wait one or two years. I’m 
happy to talk to you a bit about the EU climate policy 
from my personal opinion. Perhaps you [will] agree 
with me afterward. The EU climate policy is a disaster 
for energy-intensive industry in its member nations.

Let’s have a look into the EU, and then let’s have a 

look into the climate, and then we’ll 
have a look at both together in in­
dustry.

What is the EU? The European 
Union (EU) countries cover 4% of 
the global land area. The EU has a 
population of about 6% of the glob­
al population. The gross domestic 
product (GDP) value that we cre­
ate is about 16% of the global val­
ue that is currently being created. 
Therefore, we need a lot of energy. 
We need 13% of all the wattage that 
is produced in the world. We need 

about 10% of the gas consumption of the world. We 
need about 12% of the oil consumption of the world. 
We have a self-supply rate in the EU for gas of 11%. In 
other words, we produce 11% of the gas that we need. 
Looking at oil, we have a self-supply of 4%; 4% of the 
oil that is consumed in the EU, we lift [from the Earth—
ed.] ourselves. That is, of course, a strong position for 
political sanctions. Everybody is clear about that. 

Look a little bit into the atmosphere. The air in the 
Earth’s atmosphere, weighs a total of 5 multiplied by 
1015 tons. That’s ten with 15 nils [zeros—ed.] tons of 
air in the atmosphere. I do not know the English ex­

Dr.-Ing. Hans-Bernd Pillkahn

EU Climate Policy: A Disaster for 
Energy-Intensive Production

Schiller Institute
Dr.-Ing. Hans-Bernd Pillkahn

Click here for Full Issue of EIR Volume 50, Number 31, August 11, 2023

© 2023 EIR News Service Inc. All Rights Reserved. Reproduction in whole or in part without permission strictly prohibited.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YCS8y1KDssY
https://schillerinstitute.com/blog/2023/07/20/conference-on-the-verge-of-a-new-world-war-european-nations-must-cooperate-with-the-global-south/
http://www.larouchepub.com/eiw/public/2023/eirv50n31-20230811/index.html


August 11, 2023   EIR	 Humanity for Peace Rallies Around the World ﻿   23

pression, but that is a very, very 
big number. Most of you have to 
deal with three nils in your life; 
the very rich of you have to do 
with four, perhaps. But [some­
thing] that is 15 nils, is going 
out of our dimension. Nobody in 
the world can imagine what that 
means. Nobody.

Okay, let’s go on. We now fo­
cus on the anthropogenic global 
warming theory.

As you see in Figure 1, I have 
written the word “theory” in gray, 
because all theory is gray. You 
know that. And the [intensity of 
the] electromagnetic radiation, 
that is, that which costs [melts 
your] one ball of ice cream—is 
about 1.3 [kilowatts per square 
meter] when the Sun shines di­
rectly down on the [top of the] 
Earth[‘s atmosphere]. But only 
about 30%, let us say, of that real­
ly arrives at the Earth[’s surface]. 
We have problems managing [accounting for] even that 
amount of energy. Scientists today are quarrelling about 
what some think is an imbalance, of 0.6 watts per square 
meter. When you compare that with [the] other figures, 
you see you have some doubts of whether that 0.6 watts 
per square meter really can destroy the world. Perhaps 
you have some trouble with [believing] that. 

We always talk about correlation. In Germany, in 
the area I live in, North Rhine-Westphalia, the num­
ber of storks—you know, those big birds—correlates 
with the number of births. But not even a female Green 
Party voter would believe there is a causality. 

I come back to the system. You see, I’m always 
talking with some very intelligent and very wise sci­
entists, engineers, and so on. But not one of them re­
ally claims to have fully understood the climate sys­
tem. There is no one in the world who has understood 
the climate system; no one. They are just narrowing it 
within their [system], and there is no evidence whatso­
ever. No evidence that CO2 accounts for temperature 
rise. No evidence. Okay. 

‘Suicide in Fear of Death’
Coming back to the EU policy, EU climate policy 

is suicide in fear of death, very clearly. Suicide in fear 

of death. If I’m very fearful of dying, I commit suicide. 
In December 2019, the EU Commission, [specifically] 
a French literature expert, launched the Green Deal. 
And afterwards, all the commissioners wrote 55 pa­
pers; each paper this thick [he gestures]. Nobody ever 
can read that, nobody; neither in the industry nor some­
where else. Nobody. And even if they do read it, they 
do not understand it; 55 papers.

One of those papers is the “EU Taxonomy.” The 
next is “Fit for 55.” The next is “EU Emissions Trading 
System II”—the first was not strong enough, therefore 
they made a second one. “The Green Deal Industrial 
Plan” is rather new. The “Net-Zero Industrial Act” is 
newer, it’s just three or four months old. Of course, we 
have a “Critical Raw Materials Act.” And then, in May 
2023, they launched the “Carbon Border Adjustment 
Mechanism.” We all know that we are very, very suc­
cessful in our protecting our frontiers; we all know that 
the EU is very, very successful. The next step is to pro­
tect our borders against CO2. Now, that’s a real mission! 

What would Friedrich Schiller have said about 
that? I’ll read it in German. “Das eben ist der Fluch der 
bösen Tat, Daß sie, fortzeugend, immer Böses muß ge-
bären.” That is what Friedrich Schiller would have said 
about the situation. In English that means, “If you once 
created evil, it automatically spreads unless someone is 

FIGURE 1
Anthropogenic Global Warming—Theory

Source: IPCC, AG-5, 2013.
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able to stop it.” But who is it? That is one of the ques­
tions you are talking about right now.

Next we come to Figure 2,  a nice picture of the 
future of the world. You can find it on the Internet, 
of course. So, who is launching that kind of picture? 
Investment, you can read, still has an opportunity to 
play its part in the race to reduce greenhouse gas emis­
sions—investment. The Internet address is ESGclarity.
com. ESG [stands for] Environmental, Social, and Gov­
ernment; and that is an EU-installed shadow-state to en­
able the financial community to grab into your pock­
ets as deeply as possible. So, Friedrich Schiller would 
have said “Denn nur vom Nutzen wird die Welt regiert.” 
[“Because the world is ruled only by utility.”]

Let’s talk now about the climate policy in Germany.
The climate policy in Germany costs €6 billion an­

nually. You know what a billion is? It’s very easy. That’s 
a thousand millions of euros. That is 1 billion. And it 
costs 6 billion just in Germany. Globally, achieving car­
bon neutrality (net-zero carbon emissions) will cost 1 
trillion in annual average spending on physical assets. 
That’s 1012; that’s 10, with 12 nils. Okay. Who’s going 
to pay for that? Who’s going to even pay for 6 billion?

So who’s going to pay for the €6 billion? Just a very 
simple question. Is the state, is the government going to 
pay for that €6 billion? The government has no money; 
no money at all. They get their money from you. Are 
the companies going to pay the €6 billion? A company 
is not for paying for costs; they want to earn money. So 
there’s one very simple solution to the question. You, 
all of you who are sitting in this room, are going to pay 
the €6 billion. Of course, you are too old. No, you are 
too old. Yes, well, me as well. (I’m not.) But you all are 
going to pay for that €6 billion. And if you cannot, your 

children have to pay for it—very easy. But someone 
has to do so; €6 billion. 

What Will Germans Do?
Now, we are going to calculate. You see, we have 

in Germany 15 million value creators. They get up in 
the morning doing something. And when they come 
home in the evening, they have done something that 
has earned money, that has created value. Fifteen mil­
lion. I could say it in other words. Fifteen million peo­
ple who pay the government more than they receive 
from the government. 15 million. Now divide 6 billion 
through [by] 15 million. So we calculate for a second. 
It’s €400,000. And a lady who is going to serve our poor 
people at the time being, for example, ill people or so, 
they can’t pay €400,000 until 2045. So that should be 
other people.

Let me say 5 million people in Germany are going to 
pay for €6 billion. That is €1,200,000 each of them has 
to pay until 2045. And if you would be in that situation, 
what would you do? Of course, you try to leave Ger­
many as soon as possible. This is very human, I think. 
And it destroys not only the value creators, but the EU 
as well. You see, we are always talking about the EU, 
and I’m a German and I’m standing here not with pride. 

I’m just going to tell you raw figures. As shown in 
Figure 3, Germany delivers 25% of the EU’s econom­
ic performance. Imagine what will happen to the EU if 
Germany can’t pay for it. Just try to imagine. And in 
17 of the 27 EU countries, they reach less than 10% of 
the German GDP; less than 10%. So, in the worldwide 
context, it’s not easy for me to say so, but just from the 
financial point of view, in the worldwide context, they 
are nothing. Nice people living there, but financially, 
they are nearly nothing. 

Let’s talk about energy, a very, very complicated 
theme. How much energy do you have? You person­
ally. No idea? [Start with your basal metabolic rate of] 
100 watts. That is your [rate of] energy [use]; you can 
receive [energy at the rate of] 100 watts. So, for one 
megawatt hour [of energy], you have to work 120,000 
hours [sic]. [Now,] mankind was always clever. After 
they have related that, that they have to work very much 
and very hard for one megawatt hour, they invented the 
horse. The horse helped them, in that the horse only 
needs 1,360 hours. That’s pure physics. You see, that 
is nothing [but] that [which] comes from pure physics. 

So now we are looking at coal. You need 120 kilo­
grams of coal to generate one megawatt hour. So after­

Courtesy: Hans-Bernd Pillkahn.

FIGURE 2
Investment Still Has Opportunity…
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wards, after the horse, people invented coal. And then 
they saw that it is much easier to do things with oil. 
You only need 86 kg of oil to get one megawatt hour. 
Then afterwards, gas was even more comfortable, so 
they used gas. Just 95 cubic meters of gas is one mega­
watt hour. Then the one megawatt hour of current is, of 
course, one megawatt hour. [With] hydrogen, you need 
333 cubic meters of hydrogen to generate one mega­
watt hour. And 333 cubic meters is a high volume. 

The [cost increase] factor from coal to hydrogen is 
14. So if you say your industry is able to live with a 
factor of 14 in energy, everything is good. But I do not 
believe so.

Figure 4 depicts German power-plant capacity as 
of January 1, 2023. We eliminated nuclear [in Germa­

ny]. The next step is to elimi­
nate lignite [brown coal]. The 
next step is to eliminate coal 
[altogether]. The next step is 
to build 45 gas power stations. 
The next step is to install 50 
gigawatts (GW) of wind [gen­
erating capacity]. The work 
done by 50 gigawatt hours of 
wind is only 10%, 20% of the 
installed capacity. I think you 
know that; 20%. If you install 
1 GW of wind, you can only 
harvest 20% of it, because the 
wind does not blow all the 
time. And then we install 150 
gigawatts of solar energy that 
cost, by the way, $300 billion. 
And afterwards we have a situ­
ation that I would call the Glob­

al West, if you understand what I 
mean. 

So, just a word about the real 
truth of the gas situation in Ger­
many. We talk a lot of gas, you 
see. And at the time being, we get 
half the gas that we did in 1919; 
half of the gas. And the gas is 
250% more expensive today than 
in 1990. It is not the cost of the 
gas—perhaps we can live with 
that, but we do not have it. In the 
next winter it will be awfully hard 
in Germany to have a warm—
how you call it in English—ass.

We will not be talking about something in the air 
tax [of the] EU emission trade system, because of the 
time. You see that the transformation of industry needs 
material—in this case, metals. And there is a university 
that is a Catholic university in Leuven, so they should 
not lie. And they said that we need 2,100% of the lithi­
um that we needed in 2020—2,100%. And hear what I 
say: Never, ever will we get that amount of lithium to 
make e-mobility. Never, ever. 

Figure 5 gives you a sense of the world’s metals 
and cement refining, as of 2019. Refining means you 
dig something out of the earth, you see, and afterwards 
you make metals and cement out of it; that is refining. 
And you see, for example, Germany has a very strong 

Source: Fraunhofer Energiecharts Bundesnetzagentur.

FIGURE 4
German Power Plant Capacity, Jan. 1, 2023

Data Source: Eurostat, 2021, Destatis 2022.

FIGURE 3
Climate ‘Policy’ Destroys Value Creators and the EU
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position. We are doing 1.5% of 
the world refining, and our part­
ner in the U.S. is very strong as 
well. They are doing 3.6%. Oth­
ers are a little bit stronger. Chi­
na is standing for 50% alone.

So, German industry, what 
is a German industry? We have 
7,000 industry firms, exclud­
ing small- and medium-sized 
companies; 15% of them are 
“climate intensive.” They have 
930,000 employees. They earn 
a gross value added of €3.1 
billion and they need 700 ter­
awatt hours of energy. What is 
a terawatt hour? Very easy: one 
terawatt hour is 1,000,000,000 
kilowatt hours. You need at your home 4,000 kilowatt 
hours, and industry needs 700 terawatt hours. A slight 
difference. So, when the price for electricity and gas is 
going up by €1, that costs German industry €350 mil­
lion. And we are talking about €50 and we are talking 
about €100. And now you only have to multiply 350 
million by 100 and then you have the sum that German 
industry is dealing with. 

The Deindustrialization of Germany
The health conditions are not so very good in inten­

sive industry; we are shrinking year by year.
Just to look at German industry: Germany had 

had a rather strong industry in 
2014 (see Figure 6). We were 
building about 5.5 million pas­
senger cars in Germany. That 
was about 30% of all the cars 
that have been sold by Ger­
man automotive factories. So 
really, we are building 15 mil­
lion cars around the world, 
and in Germany we build 3.5 
million. That’s about roughly 
about 30% or so we are build­
ing in Germany. Germany is 
by far the most expensive au­
tomotive construction country 
in the world, and German in­
dustry is fleeing. You can see 
it from the downward sloping 
curve.

So, metals, just to mention. Ten megawatt hours 
of electrolysis is needed to process one ton of alumi­
num—if you produce aluminum here, on the prem­
ises, you need 10 megawatt hours. The current cost 
in Germany is €1,500 for 10 megawatt hours. The 
price at the London Metal Exchange is €1,975. The 
aluminum industry in Europe is dying. That [cost dif­
ference] will never, ever happen in the future. The 
same with the copper industry; the same with the steel 
industry. 

And with these good views in the future, I will 
leave you alone.

Thank you very much.

Data Source: Statista.

Data Source: Bundesanstalt für Geowissenschaften und Rohstoffe (BGR).

FIGURE 5
World Metals and Cement Refining, 2019

FIGURE 6
Passenger Cars in Germany




