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May 9—The Schiller Institute in Denmark held a 
seminar May 8 in Copenhagen, for the diplomatic 
community and other guests, on the theme, “Stop the 
Killing and Start Rebuilding Gaza and the Region 
with the Oasis Plan: The LaRouche Solution for Peace 
Through Development.” Four ambassadors and many 
other diplomats came in person from twelve embassies, 
which represented Southwest Asia and North Africa, 
nations elsewhere in Asia and Africa, and Western 
Europe. 

The audience was intensely engaged over a three-
hour period, in hearing the engaging presentations, and 
participating in the dialogue, whose focus was intended 
both to contribute to an immediate end to the death and 
destruction in Gaza, and to outline a development path.

Tom Gillesberg, Chairman of the Schiller Institute–
Denmark, moderated the event, noting the current 
efforts by the Schiller Institute in many nations to 
promote dialogue on the concept of “peace through 
development,” in Palestine, Israel and globally, to 
contribute to a new world economic and security 
architecture.

On April 13, the Schiller Institute internationally 
held a day-long online conference, now available in 
video-archive, titled, “The Oasis Plan: The LaRouche 
Solution for Peace Through Development Between 
Israel and Palestine, and for All of Southwest Asia.” 
Since February, a 14-minute video has been circulating 
on “The Oasis Plan.” 

In brief, the concept is that development of 
infrastructure to provide reliable water, power, 
transportation, health care, housing, and other basics 
in support of modern agro-industrial activity, is 
the basis for mutual-interest security. In the Trans-
Jordan, this involves building new water conveyances 
and nuclear desalination; new high-speed rail lines, 
interconnecting Africa, Asia, and Europe; plentiful 
power, and more.

In 1975, statesman-economist Lyndon LaRouche 
(1922–2019) presented this approach as the “Oasis 
Plan” for Southwest Asia, when he visited the region, 
and also issued that year his “International Development 
Bank” funding proposal.

The invitation statement from the Schiller Institute, 
addressed to the entire Copenhagen diplomatic 
community, called for discussion of a new paradigm 
in this spirit:

Death, destruction and starvation have been 
used as weapons of war; economic deve
lopment must be used as a weapon of peace: 
to turn swords into plowshares. We must all 
act now to stop the killing and start the re-
building.

The Schiller Institute Copenhagen seminar 
will be an important contribution to the dialogue 
about how to bring peace and prosperity to this 
long-suffering part of the world, and initiate a 
new paradigm of international relations.

A video archive of the May 8 Copenhagen event, in 
English, is available here. 

Speakers, Peace through Development
The three principal presentations began with Helga 

Zepp-LaRouche, by video link from Germany. She 
is founder and leader of the Schiller Institute, and 
decades-long collaborator in development diplomacy 
with her husband, Lyndon LaRouche. Second was 
H.E. Ambassador Prof. Dr. Manuel Hassassian, 
Palestinian Authority Ambassador to Denmark. These 
two continued in dialogue their exchanges begun at 
the earlier, April 13, international Schiller Institute 
conference, including on the pressing question of 
whether “political” differences must be solved before 
“economic” development can proceed.
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Speaking third was Hussein Askary, Schiller 
Institute Southwest Asia Coordinator, who co-authored 
the Schiller Institute 2017 book, Extending the New 
Silk Road to Southwest Asia and Africa, and made the 
Arabic translation of the EIR book, The New Silk Road 
Becomes the World Land-Bridge.

Helga Zepp-LaRouche began her presentation, 
titled, “The Oasis Plan: Peace Only Through 
Development,” with the horrifying news of the start of 
the Israeli attack on Rafah. She gave a global strategic 
analysis of the danger of regional and world warfare, 

describing the threat of even nuclear war from the 
escalation in Southwest Asia, and as an outgrowth of 
the NATO-Ukraine-Russia conflict.

Zepp-LaRouche called on the diplomats to 
collaborate to promote the “Oasis Plan” as a lever 
to get to a new paradigm and a new international 
security and development architecture, the only way 
out of the existential crisis the world is undergoing. 
She described her ten principles for a new security 
and development architecture, which she issued for 
international discussion in 2022. The transcript of her 
remarks in full is available in this issue of EIR.

Stop the Killing, Start Rebuilding
H.E. Amb. Prof. Dr. Hassassian spoke on the 

theme, “Stop the Killing and Start the Rebuilding.” 
He gave a very polemical speech about the ongoing 
tragedy of the Palestinian people, the history of the 
conflict, and what is necessary to stop the genocide. 

The Ambassador called on the 12 countries represented 
at the seminar, and the international community, to 
act to stop the killing, and he stressed the need for a 
political solution based on Palestinian sovereignty, 
supported by economic development. The discussion 
included the question of a two-state solution for Israel 
and Palestine.

Amb. Hassassian speaks from long experience 
and commitment. He is a former ambassador to 
the UK and to Hungary. He was Executive Vice 
President of Bethlehem University on the West 

Bank, and a professor at the University of Maryland, 
where he developed a course on Israel-Palestine 
conflict resolution. He was the PLO’s chief advisor 
on the status of Jerusalem. His Master’s degree is in 
international relations from the University of Toledo, 
Ohio, and his PhD is in political science from the 
University of Cincinnati, Ohio.

See his interview March 15, 2024, with the Schiller 
Institute.

The LaRouche Oasis Plan
Hussein Askary presented concrete aspects of the 

economic geography and principles of development 
of the Oasis Plan approach, under the topic, “The 
Impossible Is Self-Imposed: Peace through Economic 
Development Is the Only Way Forward in West Asia.” 
He especially challenged the axioms behind the zero-
growth movement and its political expression. He 
explained that principles of development are based 
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on the reality that humanity’s creativity transforms 
nature.

Askary used examples from his recent trip to 
Xinjiang to show the Chinese development policy 
to green the desert. In the discussion periods, wide-
ranging questions came up, including whether there 
are too many people in the world, and what to do about 
terrorism in West Africa, where he emphasized the 
need for economic development as an antidote.

Promote a Global Oasis Plan Discussion
During the discussion period, Helga Zepp-

LaRouche answered one question that came up, by 
appealing to the Global South to make their voices 
heard.

A concrete proposal among the discussants is that 
the Oasis Plan should be on the agenda of certain of 
the symposia on security held annually by foundations 
and nations. Palestinian voices might formally request 
this. H.E. Ambassador Prof. Dr. Hassassian added 
getting the discussion going in the universities, and 
emphasized the importance of the Oasis Plan as a 
catalyst for economic development, and the work of 

the Schiller Institute and LaRouche movement in 
promoting it.

The immediate opportunity for speaking out at a 
formal international platform comes just two days after 
the Copenhagen meeting, when the United Nations 
General Assembly has on its May 10 agenda, the 
question of statehood for Palestine, for debate and, 
likely, a vote.

The general reaction to the seminar itself, from 
the diplomats, was that they were grateful for the 
ideas, which are very different from what is routinely 
presented. As one Asian diplomat said, “My mind is 
blown. It will take me days to think about all of the new 
ideas presented.” Helga Zepp-LaRouche’s report to the 
International Peace Coalition was, “It was an extremely 
important follow-up meeting on the level of diplomats 
and ambassadors, and out of this meeting came a 
complete commitment to continue the organizing, kick 
it up to a higher level by trying to get a big international 
conference with the participation of states on the 
need to put the Oasis Plan, the development plan for 
the entire region of Southwest Asia in earnest on the 
agenda.”

The New Silk Road Becomes the World Land-Bridge

The report is available in PDF $35 
and in hard copy $50 (softcover) $75 (hardcover)

plus shipping and handling.

  Order from https://store.larouchepub.com

The BRICS countries have a strategy to 
prevent war and economic catastrophe. 
It's time for the rest of the world to join!
This 374-page report is a road-map to the New World 
Economic Order that Lyndon and Helga LaRouche have 
championed for over 20 years.

Includes:

Introduction by Helga Zepp-LaRouche, "The New Silk Road 
Leads to the Future of Mankind!"

The metrics of progress, with emphasis on the scientific 
principles required for survival of mankind: nuclear power 
and desalination; the fusion power economy; solving the 
water crisis.

The three keystone nations: China, the core nation of the 
New Silk Road; Russia’s mission in North Central Eurasia and 
the Arctic; India prepares to take on its legacy of leadership.

Other regions: The potential contributions of Southwest, 
Central, and Southeast Asia, Australia, Europe, and Africa.
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