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was not that side effect that was inadvertently hurt;
they were the focus of the bombing, they are the target
of the IDF. That’s how you carry out a genocide. That’s
why the children were targeted; that’s why mosques
were targeted; that’s why all the hospitals were burned
and closed. The hospital that | was at—they didn’t have
to close it; it had a wall around it. The IDF could have
put one of my taxpayer-bought Bradley fighting vehi-
cles at each of the four entrances. They could have put
somebody quite clearly on the corner of every hallway
and on every floor with an Uzi. They could have taken
care and secured the hospital and continued to provide
health care to the population. But instead, they chose
to close it. They could have run metal detectors over
people; they could have confiscated their SIM cards,
because they’re all Israeli SIM cards. Israel controls
the telephone space. They could have searched their
contacts; if this was a Hamas fighter, they would have
been able to find out. Plus, they had facial recognition
on all of them.

So, they could have kept the hospitals open,
but they chose not to for the same reason that they
bombed a water reservoir and the water purification
plants, and the chicken coops, and the museums,
and every school. The two medical schools are now
gravel underground. The reason why they did that
is that they know that the best way to dehumanize
the population is to kill the humans. It’s specifically
a genocide going on, and our taxpayer dollars are
paying for it. That’s why | went to Gaza, because |
knew it was 50% children. And | knew that my tax
dollars were responsible for killing innocent people.
And that’s why I’m going back.

Colonel (ret.) Richard Black:
Palestinians Are Our
Sisters and Brothers

Dr. Mark Perlmutter’s remarks to the September
16, Sare-Vega and Friends Monday night Zoom dis-
cussion were followed by a response from Colonel
(ret.) Richard Black. Col. Black served as a Marine
helicopter pilot during the Vietnam War, was the head
of the Pentagon's Criminal Law Division, and served
as both a Delegate and Senator in the Commonwealth
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of Virginia s General Assembly.

It’s really an honor to be here with you tonight,
Dr. Perlmutter. | just want to thank you for having the
courage to go over there, and to do the work that you
did. And also, especially to have the courage to articu-
late to what we call the “civilized world” what barbaric
things we are a party to.

I received a small video not long ago, of one of
the children who had been wounded in Gaza. Just by
way of background, I’ll tell you, | have a very intense
combat background, and I’ve personally, with my
hands, tried to put out the burning phosphorus that had
engulfed a Marine on the battlefield. His eyes were
burned out, his skin was slewing off, and we rushed
him out to a helicopter. Later that night, we heard he
had died, and I’ll tell you, every one of us who had
been involved just prayed to God and thanked Him for
delivering that man from his pain and suffering. | just
say that by way of telling you that by far the most hor-
rific thing I have ever seen is what I saw in this video
from Gaza.

It was a single young girl about ten years old. She
was in a place where people were trying to help her.
I don’t know how she managed to stand, but she was
standing on her feet, turning from one direction to
the other trying to figure out what to do. As she stood
there, there were pieces of her face—and 1I’m not talk-
ing about a fleck; I’'m talking about a handful of flesh
falling to the floor. I saw this; I was so shocked, and
it was so jarring to me, that | stood there with tears
coming down my face, and just trying to think of a
prayer—and what do you pray for this child other than
a quick death? It is so stunning.

Now, | know something can happen to one child that
is just indescribable, but what | see is an organized ef-
fort to simply exterminate the people of Gaza as though
they were Untermenschen, they were the under-peo-
ple, they were the cockroaches of the world. And they
aren’t; they are living, breathing brothers and sisters of
ours. It is just— I find it indescribable that the govern-
ment that represents me is a party to this. We provide
those 2000-Ib. bombs. And | dropped them in Vietnam
as a forward air controller; | know what they do, and the
impact of those is horrific.

Again, I’m just grateful to you, Dr. Perlmutter, for
your courage and all that you’ve done. It’s extremely
important.
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