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Oct. 2—On the eve of Germany’s Oct. 
3 Unity Day and a demonstration in 
Berlin against NATO’s war with Rus-
sia, the Schiller Institute took action to 
push Germany’s volatile political situa-
tion further, toward national opposition 
to the escalating NATO war. It spon-
sored an emergency online conference, 
moderated in both the United States and 
Germany, titled “Another Step Closer 
to Nuclear Armageddon—Germany 
Needs a New Security Architecture.” 

Senior American and German diplo-
mats and military intelligence experts, 
along with Schiller Institute founder 
Helga Zepp-LaRouche, warned that 
Germany, under NATO pressure, has 
been sleepwalking toward national sui-
cide. One of them, Jack Matlock, the 
U.S. Ambassador to the Soviet Union 
from 1987 to 1991, made clear that 
the U.S. lying to Soviet and Russian 
leaders about NATO’s expansion, and 
movement of NATO missiles toward 
Russia’s borders, has been “a huge mis-
take” now reaching its endgame: the 
approach of a nuclear war, with Ger-
many a central target. 

Another speaker, the leading nucle-
ar weapons expert Dr. Theodore Postol, 
Professor Emeritus at MIT, mapped out 
the terrible picture of what will happen to German cit-
ies and towns if American nuclear-capable “typhoon” 
missile launchers are stationed there to threaten Russia, 
as German Chancellor Olaf Scholz has agreed they will 
be. And CIA veteran Ray McGovern detailed how U.S. 
President Joe Biden’s apparent commitment of “no 
deep-strike missiles in Ukraine” to Russian President 
Vladimir Putin in December 2022, was renounced by 
Biden’s own Secretary of State. 

After the opening presentations, Zepp-LaRouche 

expressed her deep gratitude to the speakers for helping 
to educate Germans and others to stop the dangerous 
policy of accepting the placement of U.S. missiles on 
German territory. She said she would get their reports 
out far and wide and, contrary to Defense Secretary Bo-
ris Pistorius’s policy of making Germany “war-ready” 
in the next few years, she vowed that she would do ev-
erything in her power to “make Germany peace-ready!”

An organizer of the next day’s Berlin rally asked 
for video of the Schiller Institute forum to show to the 
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demonstrators. Viewers of the conference were urged 
to participate in the peace demonstrations, which 
marked the Oct. 3 commemoration of German reuni-
fication in 1990.

Zepp-LaRouche specified a follow-up Schiller In-
stitute meeting, to address the urgency of a “new secu-
rity and development architecture”—including bring-
ing in the Global South, whose BRICS representative 
nations meet Oct. 22-24 in Russia. 

Germany’s Lost Optimism of 1989
In keynoting the extraordinary conference, Helga 

Zepp-LaRouche reviewed the “cascading events which 
are spinning out of control,” including recent ghastly 
developments in Israel’s attacks on its neighbors, and 
posed the question: If it comes to an escalation against 
Iran, what will Russia and China do? She reminded the 
viewers that Russia recently announced possible chang-
es to its nuclear doctrine, so that if there is a significant 
air attack on Russia that is backed by a nuclear power, 
Russia could resort to first use of nuclear weapons. 
Comparing this dire situation to the optimistic picture 
that emerged after the dissolution of the Comecon bloc, 
she said, “It turns my stomach to see how in only 34 
years, that has been forgotten completely.”

She mentioned the book she published in German 
under the title Die verpasste Chance von 1989-90 (The 
Lost Chance of 1989-90), and contrasted the document 
published by then-Chancellor Helmut Kohl which 
admitted that Germany had had no plan for reunifica-
tion, to Lyndon LaRouche’s 1989 Productive Triangle/
Eurasian Land-Bridge proposed plans for a “Peace 
Order for the 21st Century.” Subsequently, in Septem-
ber 2013, Chinese President Xi Jinping announced the 
Belt and Road Initiative, which transformed the world. 
Today, the Global South is building a new economic 
system “which the West is foolishly regarding as an en-
emy which has to be contained and suppressed,” Mrs. 
Zepp-LaRouche said.

Ambassador Matlock began his remarks by 
praising Zepp-LaRouche’s presentation, “which so 
thoroughly and accurately” painted the picture he was 
intimately familiar with as an active participant at the 
time the Soviet Union collapsed. He further addressed 
the failures of U.S. policies following the fall of the 
Soviet Union. At the end of the Cold War, we should 
have insisted that an architecture be built that took into 
account the security needs of all nations. Instead, we 
expanded NATO, “a huge mistake … when there was 
no threat from the East.” We now know from historical 

records that the USSR had never intended to invade 
Western Europe. The U.S. began to walk out of all the 
arms control agreements. Unlike during the Cold War, 
there was no public debate over these decisions. 

Dr. Ted Postol warned that the proposed introduc-
tion of missiles to Germany by the United States would 
be a hair-trigger for nuclear war, because those mis-
siles of necessity would carry nuclear warheads, and 
because of the extremely short warning times (3 min-
utes or so!) for Russian detection of their launch. Hy-
personic delivery vehicles don’t have an arc trajectory 
like conventional missiles, and they would be much 
more difficult to detect after launch. Therefore the Rus-
sians will likely have a “pre-delegated authority” for 
response in case communications are lost. 

This is the Cuban Missile Crisis all over again, 
Postol said. In 2021, U.S. Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken told Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov 
that the U.S. reserves the right to put nuclear missiles 
in Ukraine. Imagine if Soviet Premier Nikita Khrush-
chev had taken a similar stance regarding Cuba—the 
United States would surely have invaded Cuba.

Veteran Intelligence Professionals for Sanity co-
founder Ray McGovern intervened to present a more 
detailed chronology of the events which led to the 
Ukraine war. On Dec. 21, 2021, Russian President 
Vladimir Putin convened his top military to warn them 
that America would station hypersonic missiles in 
Ukraine as soon as they got them. Shortly thereafter, 
in a telephone call, U.S. President Joe Biden promised 
Putin that the U.S. would not do that. Then on Jan. 21, 
2022, Secretary of State Blinken contradicted Biden in 
a conversation with Putin, and refused to give guaran-
tees that hypersonic missiles would not be placed in 
Ukraine. A few weeks later, Russia launched their spe-
cial military operation in Ukraine. 

McGovern added that one day before Putin an-
nounced the revised Russian nuclear doctrine, Russian 
Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Maria Zakharova an-
nounced “the equivalent of a mutual defense treaty of 
Russia with China.”

A Nuclear Decapitation Strike
Additional comments were presented by Rainer 

Rupp, a German military and intelligence expert, and 
Col. (ret.) Alain Corvez, a French international strat-
egy consultant. Rupp warned that Europe’s new mili-
tary doctrine lowers the threshold for nuclear war. He 
said that the “old neocon madness of the 1980s” has 
resurfaced, which involves ordering a “decapitation” 
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nuclear first strike. If the ability to detect an attack in 
a timely fashion is compromised, deterrence no longer 
functions. This is the reason for Russia’s new nuclear 
weapons doctrine.

Corvez lamented that since World War II, the Euro-
pean countries have been subordinated, or conquered 
without war, by the United States. He advocated the 
restoration of sovereignty to European nations in order 
to avoid war. America is pursuing an extremist policy 
in Ukraine and the Middle East, and Israel could use 
its own nuclear weapons, because it is in a dead-end 
situation.

German author Wolfgang Effenberger further ex-
plored this topic, reminding the viewers that Deputy 
Secretary of Defense Paul Wolfowitz was already pro-
moting his “Wolfowitz Doctrine” one year after the 
collapse of the USSR, transforming NATO into an 
offensive alliance. The Ukraine coup and subsequent 
civil war are part of a pattern of attacks on sovereign 
nations around the world by the NATO bloc, he said. 
The United States must reconcile itself with the world 
and abandon its quest for a unipolar world order.

Video Requested for Berlin Rally
A discussion with many viewers followed. One 

asked why Western leaders seem to care nothing for 
the safety and security of people, even in their own 
countries. Mrs. Zepp-LaRouche responded that she of-
ten asks herself that question—with the policies failing 
so badly and so obviously, why do leaders ignore the 
realities in the world? She has concluded that there are 
many reasons, but ultimately it is that they are attached 
to their privileges, and fear that any deviation would 
cost them those privileges.

Tatjana Ždanoka, an activist from Latvia commit-
ted to Eurasian cooperation, who had served in the Eu-
ropean Parliament and in the Eurasian Forum, was dis-
gusted that a new “Iron Curtain” was being construct-
ed, and that she is attacked for wanting peace with Rus-
sia. She was particularly angry that the Greens, who 
were once for cooperation with Russia and China, had 
turned into war mongers against them.

Ambassador Matlock responded that it was not or-
ders from the United States which turned the Greens, 
but rather that changes in America had been heavily 
influenced by the fact that many Eastern Europeans 
had emigrated there, and politicians are driven to pan-
der to their prejudices against Russia and for NATO, in 
order to get their votes. Rainer Rupp added that from 
the time of George W. Bush and the post 9/11 regime-
change wars, the Western countries were brought un-
der a U.S. “rules-based order” in which nations gave 
up their sovereignty in order to be part of the system. 
Those countries that resisted, like Iraq, were subjected 
to sanctions and regime-change wars.

Effenberger noted that the century-old “geopoli-
tics” of Halford Mackinder and Karl Haushofer on the 
need to control the “Heartland” was still in play, in the 
concerted campaign to prevent Germany and Russia 
from working together.

Dr. Helmut Kaess, one of the organizers for the 
peace demonstrations planned for Oct. 3 in Berlin, 
discussed the plans for the rally, and made an appeal 
that the video and the transcripts of this event be made 
available for the rally and widely distributed. Zepp-
LaRouche responded that a leaflet was already in 
preparation, and that another, drawing on quotes from 
this event, should also be prepared. She called for help 
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to distribute 100,000 leaflets around Germany.
The American independent Congressional candi-

date Jose Vega (CD-15, NY) asked whether the influ-
ence of such demonic thinkers as Bertrand Russell, 
Henry Kissinger and Zbigniew Brzezinski could ever 
come to an end. Effenberger accused the think-tanks 
of being responsible for creating such monsters, as 
Antony Blinken is a clear example. Rainer Rupp de-
scribed the current time as a “Marie Antoinette” mo-
ment, where the Western leaders are telling their popu-
lations to “eat cake,” and to ignore the fact that nations 
are crumbling around them. He pointed to the United 
States, where there has not been a real President for 

four years, reporting that at a Cabinet meeting, called 
by Joe Biden for the first time in a year, he mumbled a 
few things and then “turned the meeting over to [First 
Lady] Jill!” 

Helga Zepp-LaRouche concluded the meeting 
with her call for a follow-up. She called it very sig-
nificant that the importance of political change in 
Germany has been identified. But the next meeting, 
she said, must address the urgency of a “new security 
and development architecture, which had not been 
discussed today.” She added that this is the content of 
the meetings in China and Russia which bring in the 
Global South. 

Strategic German Conference

A World Divided Will Not Survive
by Helga Zepp-LaRouche

Oct. 4—The following is an edited transcript of the Oct. 
2, 2024, opening remarks by Helga Zepp-LaRouche, 
founder of the Schiller Institute, to the Schiller Institute 
conference “Another Step Closer to Nuclear Armaged-
don—Germany Needs a New Security Architecture.” 
Embedded links and subheads have been added. The 
video is available here.

Welcome to the extraordinary speakers, who I think 
are together uniquely in a position to discuss why we 
need a new security and development architecture if we 
want to avoid the danger of World War III: Ambassador 
Jack Matlock, because he is the most important eyewit-
ness of the period, when it still would have been very 
easy to establish a new world security architecture; Dr. 
Ted Postol, who is probably the world’s leading expert 
on nuclear weapons; then Col. (ret.) Alain Corvez, who 
brings in a refreshing view of sovereignists from 
France, which we unfortunately lack completely in 
Germany; Wolfgang Effenberger, who is a very astute 
historian and author of many books; and Rainer Rupp, 
who has a biography which gave him the opportunity to 
experience first-hand how quickly you could slide into 
a nuclear war, which he will tell us about.

So, we have right now cascading events, and they 
make clear that if we continue the way things are going 
right now, the chance that the situation will spin out of 
control is extremely high. The hottest situation right 

now is Southwest Asia, which is spinning quickly out 
of control. Basically, the sequence of events of the last 
year, where following the attack by Hamas on Israel 
and the out-of-proportion reaction by Israel in Gaza 
since, left a situation where, according to the British 
medical journal The Lancet, more than 200,000 people 
are dead in Gaza. Gaza is almost entirely destroyed. 
During the attack on the headquarters of Hezbollah [in 
Beirut, Lebanon], according to CNN, fifteen 2,000-lb. 
“bunker buster” bombs were used to kill Nasrallah and 
an uncounted number of other people. According to Is-
raeli Channel 12 [TV], it was 85 bunker-penetrating 
bombs, one ton each, which created a gigantic crater. 
For me, this crater is sort of the image of the style and 
politics: that you just bust your way in, and kill no mat-
ter what the consequences are.

Naturally, this led to Iran on the 1st of October, an-
swering with several hundred ballistic missiles against 
Israel, aiming at two air force bases and the headquar-
ters of the Mossad. Iran claims that 90% of those mis-
siles hit their targets; Israel naturally denies that, and 
says the Iranian attack was completely ineffective. In 
any case, we are now in a situation where, if Israel 
launches a significant counterstrike, maybe on the oil 
refineries in Iran, that, if Iran retaliates against that, 
then Israel would escalate maybe against the nuclear 
facilities in Iran.

A U.S. aircraft carrier group has been sitting for one 
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