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BRICS Peru Conference

A Call for ‘Moral Violence of
Nations in Favor of Peace’

by Helga Zepp-LaRouche

Oct. 5—The following speech was delivered by video
to the Oct. 3, 2024, international BRICS conference,
“The BRICS: Development Strategies and Coopera-
tion Mechanisms in a Multipolar World,” in Lima,
Peru. The video of the full conference is available here.

Dear conference participants, Ladies and Gentlemen:

The tension in world affairs has never been stronger
in human history: on the one side the genocide happen-
ing in front of the eyes of the
world public and the terrifying
threat of the possible extinction
of mankind in a global nuclear
war, and on the other side the
concrete perspective for the
creation of a new economic
system, where the aspirations
of the Global South nations for
development, prosperity and a
fulfilled life for all of its citi-
zens is about to come true. This
tension characterizes the end
of the epoch of colonialism,
which started about 500 years
ago, and is now about to end—
one way or another.

As Russian Foreign Min-
ister Sergey Lavrov recently
said: The level of conflict in
Occupied Palestinian Territory
and in the Lebanese-Israeli bor-
der region is unprecedented, destabilizing all of South-
west Asia and North Africa. According to two Ameri-
can surgeons who just returned from Gaza, Dr. Mark
Perlmutter and Dr. Feroze Sidhwa, the level of suffer-
ing surpasses that of any other war zone they have ever
worked in. The defiance of the powers that be, in disre-
specting the rulings of the highest courts of this world,
is encouraging a war drive aimed at drawing Iran and
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even the United States into the conflict, which would
rapidly expand into a world war.

Equally at the cusp of global conflict is the situa-
tion between NATO and Russia, where President Pu-
tin just announced a proposed change in the Russian
nuclear doctrine, stating for the first time, that Russia
could respond with nuclear weapons to an overwhelm-
ing conventional military attack coming from a non-
nuclear country, if that attacking country was backed
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The audience listens to the video address of Helga Zepp-LaRouche at the international
BRICS conference in Lima, Peru.

by a nuclear power. This is the Russian reaction to a
long line of provocations from the West, starting with
the broken promises to President Gorbachev at the end
of the Cold War, never to expand NATO one inch to
the East, through the Western-backed Maidan coup in
2014, and the delivery of ever-more powerful weapons
to Ukraine, until the very recent threat to allow Ukraine
to use these weapons for strikes “deep into the terri-
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tory of Russia.” The announcement of the new Russian
nuclear doctrine is literally the last warning, before the
Apocalypse could descend on humanity.

The effort by the BRICS and nations aspiring to
become BRICS members has already evoked the
“Spirit of Bandung,” meaning a tremendous sense of
optimism that economic independence can finally be
accomplished. But at the same time it is more than ap-
propriate to also remind ourselves of the warnings of
Indonesian President Sukarno in his historic speech at
the Bandung Conference in 1955, which sounds totally
prophetic for the crisis we face today:

of our countries will have little meaning. Our
revolutions will not be allowed to run their
course.

What can we do? The peoples of Asia and
Africa wield little physical power. Even their
economic strength is dispersed and slight. We
cannot indulge in power politics. Diplomacy for
us is not a matter of the big stick. Our statesmen,
by and large, are not backed up with serried
ranks of jet bombers. What can we do? We can
do much! We can inject the voice of reason into
world affairs. We can mobilize all the spiritual,

Sukarno said:

Today the picture is more black. War would not
only mean a threat to our independence, it may
mean the end of civilization and even of human
life. There is a force loose in the world whose
potentialities for evil no man truly knows. Even
in practice and rehearsal for war the effects may
well be building up into something of unknown
horror.

Not so long ago it was possible to take some
little comfort from the idea that the clash, if it
came, could perhaps be settled by what we
called “conventional weapons”—hbombs, tanks,
cannons and men. Today that little grain of
comfort is denied for us. It has been made clear
that the weapons of ultimate horror will
certainly be used, and the military planning of
nations is on that basis. The unconventional has
become conventional, and who knows what
other examples of misguided and diabolical
scientific skills have been discovered as a
plague on humanity.

And do not think that the oceans and the seas
will protect us. The food that we eat, the water
that we drink, yes, even the very air that we
breathe can be contaminated by poisons origi-
nating from thousands of miles away. And it
could be that, even if we ourselves escaped
lightly, the unborn generations of our children
would bear on their distorted bodies the marks of
our failure to control the forces which have been
released on the world.

No task is more urgent than that of preserv-
ing peace. Without peace our independence
means little. The rehabilitation and upbuilding
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all the moral, all the political strength of Asia
and Africa on the side of peace. Yes, we! We, the
people of Asia and Africa, 1.4 billion strong, far
more than half the human population of the
world, we can mobilize what I have called the
Moral Violence of Nations in favor of peace. We
can demonstrate to the minority of the world
which lives on the other continents that we, the
majority, are for peace, not for war, and that
whatever strength we have will always be thrown
onto the side of peace.

These were the words of President Sukarno. That
is exactly the most urgent that you—the peoples of
the Global South, who have long become the Global
Majority of 7.2 billion people, which according to
Chatham House represent 88% of the human popula-
tion—absolutely must do. You must make your voice
unmistakably clear, so that the populations of the col-
lective West, who are still condoning the policies of
their governments, can not help but be woken up to the
immediate danger we all are in.

Fortunately, the way out of this present existential
danger is also right in front of us. President Sukarno
had warned in the same speech: “Colonialism has also
its modern dress, in the form of economic control, intel-
lectual control, actual physical control by a small, but
alien community in a nation.” The BRICS nations are
working to make the New Development Bank, head-
quartered in Shanghai, the “great development bank of
the Global South,” as President Lula da Silva of Brazil
had put it. That bank has the potential of becoming the
basis for a new credit system, which eventually will be
the coordination center for a system of national banks
of all sovereign countries of the Global South, issuing
vast, long-term credit lines at low interest rates, which
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can finance the development of all countries of the de-
veloping sector into modern industrial and agricultural
states.

There is a major effort underway, to shape the de-
sign of the New Development Bank according to the
original proposal to replace the IMF/World Bank sys-
tem with an “International Development Bank,” first
proposed by the American economist and statesman
Lyndon LaRouche, in 1975. After meeting a significant
number of leaders of the developing sector in Baghdad,
Iraq, he issued this document, “How the International
Development Bank Will Work,” which subsequently
was studied by all governments of the Non-Aligned
Movement and whose demands were expressed in the
final communiqué from the summit in Colombo, Sri
Lanka, in the following year. LaRouche wrote in this
proposal:

To this end, we have already identified—in
consultation with some of the world’s leading
professionals and relevant governmental agen-
cies—several major specific development
projects which can readily (over a five- to ten-
year period of development) yield a massive
increase in the output and social-productivity
of world agriculture, and thereupon premise
the infrastructural basis for massive industrial
development. We have similarly determined
the feasibility of controlled thermonuclear
fusion reaction technology within the horizon
of such development programs, such that no
long-term “energy crisis” could exist except
through massive incompetence by leading
agencies.

At that time, there was a major backlash against
the leaders of the Non-Aligned Movement, several of
whom were destabilized and driven out of office. But
today, the existence of the BRICS and the growing
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number of nations aspiring to become members have
the historic momentum on their side, to indeed end
colonialism for good and establish a just new world
economic order, which enables every country on the
planet to flourish.

The effort to create a new economic system must go
hand-in-hand with the establishment of a new global
security and development architecture, which takes the
interest of every single country into account, in order
to overcome the poison of geopolitical thinking once
and for all. The historic model for this is the Peace of
Westphalia, which ended 150 years of religious warfare
in Europe, and which brought the warfighting parties
together, who realized that nobody would enjoy a vic-
tory, because they all would be dead if they continued
the fighting. And how much more this is true today in
the era of thermonuclear weapons! Out of Westphalia
came the principle, that peace is only possible, if one
considers the interest of “the other,” and emphatically
all “others”!

In order to overcome all forms of geopolitics, all
international relations must be based from now on,
on the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence and
the UN Charter, as well as a dialogue of civilizations
aimed at the renaissance of the best traditions all of
mankind has produced so far. By unleashing the cre-
ative potential of every human being on the planet, we
will be able to overcome oligarchism and colonialism
forever and bring forth the innate good of human na-
ture through the development of all potentialities of
all people.

We are at the ultimate crossroad of humanity. Never
before have we been tested for our moral fitness to sur-
vive as just now. Let us uphold the principle of non-vi-
olence in the tradition of Mahatma Gandhi and Martin
Luther King, but let us mobilize the “Moral Violence
for Peace” of President Sukarno!

Let us all bring out the best in us and create a true
community of the shared future of humanity!
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