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Nov. 24—The successful impact of east-west trans-
port corridors across Eurasia is well established. 
From the Trans-Siberian Railway in 1904 to the 1991 
Eurasian Railway linking Russian and Chinese sys-
tems, and later the Belt and Road corridors launched 
in 2013, the benefits for freight and economic activ-
ity are undeniable. Thousands of train crossings now 
occur annually between China, Europe, and points in 
between.

Complementing these east-west routes are the 
growing potentials of north-south corridors. The Chi-
na–Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) and the In-
ternational North–South Transport Corridor (INSTC) 
are connecting inland regions to the Arabian Sea, the 
Indian Ocean, and beyond, unlocking new avenues for 
trade and development.

CPEC is the single largest development project 
in the entire Belt and Road Initiative, and it is well 
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tional collaboration.
Med-Dead, Red-Dead Conveyance and Power 

Systems. Two priority water conveyances are the 
Med-Dead, and the Red-Dead. By pumping Mediter-
ranean seawater into the Dead Sea Basin, it arrives at 
the latter to a drop of 1,312 feet (400 meters) to the 
Dead Sea, from which Pumped Storage Power Plants 
(PSPP) can provide energy to cover the pumping, and 
to desalinate. The Red Sea conveyance is similar. A 
variation could convey desalinated water from the 
Red Sea to Amman, Jordan. One proposal calls for 

the use of small, thorium nuclear reactors.
Agro-Industrial Development. New water sourc-

es define new corridors of irrigated agriculture, and in-
dustrial zones, including new cities. High-tech desert 
agriculture becomes practical.

Initiatives are being proposed in the region. In 
Egypt, the “New Delta Project” is a 114-km-long ar-
tificial river parallel to the Nile, to irrigate 1.5 million 
acres of new farmland. In Türkiye and Iraq, their “De-
velopment Road” project calls for a 1,200-km transport 
corridor, ending at the Grand Faw Port.

FIGURE 1
The Eurasian Land-Bridge
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advanced towards completion. Total investment is 
estimated at $62 billion. It is a 3,000 km corridor 
extending southwest from the western Chinese city 
of Kashgar, through Pakistan, and reaching its port 
of Gwadar on the Arabian Sea. It will provide more 
than a quarter of Pakistan’s electricity, and create 
over 2.3 million new jobs. Its geoeconomic signifi-
cance is evident from a simple view of the map (see 
Figure 1).

A second north-south corridor under development 
is the International North–South Transport Corridor 
(INSTC), which runs first by sea 
from India’s port of Mumbai on the 
Arabian Sea, to the Iranian port of 
Chabahar—just 200 km west of Pak-
istan’s Gwadar. From there, rail lines 
run northwest through Iran, along the 
western coast of the Caspian Sea, and 
then to Moscow and St. Petersburg in 
Russia—a total of 7,200 km. A small 
64 km rail link is missing in Iran, in 
order to complete the network, but 
alternate shipping across the Caspi-
an Sea is already operational. When 
completed, it is estimated it will cut 
transit from India to Russia by 20 
days, half the 40 days it now takes to 
ship through the Suez Canal, around 
the Strait of Gibraltar, and across the 
contested waters of the North and 
Baltic seas, where the Nord Stream 
pipelines were sabotaged. Overall 
shipping costs will be 30% less along 
the INSTC.

Full members of the INSTC are: India, Iran, Rus-
sia, Azerbaijan, Armenia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, 
Tajikistan, Türkiye, Ukraine, and Oman. It is of note 
that in 2023 Russia invited Pakistan to join the INSTC, 
which they accepted in 2024. This will help create the 
circumstances for improved cooperation—as opposed 
to competition—between CPEC and the INSTC, and 
hopefully to also reduce historic tensions among India, 
China, and Pakistan.

At the crossroads of these Eurasian transport lines, 
there are now key links under construction and pro-
posed in the five Central Asian nations and Afghani-
stan, whose impact can lift up their economies, to boost 
living standards and economic productivity. At pres-
ent, Afghanistan has the world’s third highest number 

of refugees abroad, over 6.5 million. Uzbekistan still 
relies on some three million of its citizens working 
abroad, sending remittances back home. All this can be 
reversed, with collaboration on building up the nations 
of the region.

Together, these initiatives could reshape the eco-
nomic landscape of the region.

Connectivity at the Heart of Eurasia
Several transport links under construction or in 

planning promise to transform the Central Asian and 

Afghan region. Kazakhstan already exemplifies the 
impact, serving as a hub for cross-Eurasian rail traffic 
between China and Europe.
China–Kyrgyzstan–Uzbekistan Railway

This line, stretching from western Xinjiang to Uz-
bekistan and beyond, has long relied on trucks to cover 
a missing segment in Kyrgyzstan. With construction of 
this crucial rail link now underway—financed jointly 
by China and Kyrgyzstan—the full railway route will 
soon be operational, a significant upgrade to regional 
connectivity.
Five Nations Rail Corridor (FNRC)

This long-planned corridor passes through Iran, 
northern Afghanistan, Tajikistan, Kyrgyzstan and Chi-
na. Though this route is not built out at the western 
end, the Khaf–Herat railway connection is in opera-

FIGURE 2
The Trans-Afghan Railway Project: Connecting Nations

Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan, 2024
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tion linking western Afghanistan and Iran. The eastern 
end of the FNRC is also functional, as China is reach-
able via the China–Kyrgyzstan–Uzbekistan Railway. 
In May 2024, the first Afghan train shipment departed 
westward, going through Iran to Türkiye.
Trans-Afghan Railway

This proposed 356-mile (573 km) railway would 
link Uzbekistan to Pakistan via Afghanistan. The 
corridor would continue on to the Indian Ocean, via 
the China–Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC). 
A three-nation commitment exists, and feasibility 
studies are done. The open question is funding and 

new investment.
In November 2023 a remarkable conference in Ka-

bul—“Operation Ibn Sina: The Coming Afghan Eco-
nomic Miracle”—presented an overview of economic 
development across all sectors. Co-organized by the 
Afghan-led Ibn Sina Research and Development Cen-
ter, the three-day event brought together more than 550 
attendees, including government officials and experts, 
and a team from the Schiller Institute, to discuss eco-
nomic projects and broader cooperation. The Ibn Sina 
Research and Development Center proposes North-
South cooperation in concrete projects.

Africa: Power the Projects 
To Build the Future
Nov. 24—The economic projects under-
way, and ready for launch in Africa, will 
employ millions of today’s 1.5 billion 
population, in building up the homelands 
of all 54 nations. The era is over of ex-
traction for export, forced food-import 
dependence, and all other colonialist 
practices.

Certain projects recently completed 
stand out for the direction they give. In 
Tanzania the Julius Nyerere Dam was 
inaugurated in March 2024, providing 
power and river regulation. In Zimbabwe, 
the new Mvuma integrated steel works is 
operational. In Nigeria, the huge Dangote 
Refinery opened this year. In Egypt, the 
El Dabaa nuclear power complex is pro-
ceeding.

Electricity, the Necessity
Electricity is the starting place for what 

has to be done. A total of 580 million Af-
ricans lack electricity according to the In-
ternational Energy Agency. There are wide disparities 
around the continent, from over 99% of the population 
with electricity in Egypt, to 18% in Somalia. The worst 
affected countries are in Central Africa, with less than 
10%.

The total installed electricity capacity for Afri-
ca in 2023 was 246 gigawatts. This contrasts with 
China’s capacity of 2,920 gigawatts; or more than 
1,000 GW in the European Union. Highly developed 
economies in Europe average about 1 gigawatt of 

Egypt Nuclear Power Plants Authority, September 2024
Construction workers at Unit 2 of the El Dabaa Nuclear Power Plant in 
Egypt.
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