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Feb. 8—When President Donald Trump signed his Ex-
ecutive Order to establish an “Iron Dome for America,” 
on Jan. 27, it was widely misrepresented in the media, 
by friend and foe alike, as being a modern equivalent 
of President Ronald Reagan’s March 23, 1983 nation-
ally-televised announcement 
of his Strategic Defense Ini-
tiative (SDI)—often foolishly 
referred to as “Star Wars.” For 
example, a Jan. 30 article in 
Financial Times stated that the 
Trump proposal is not akin to 
Israel’s “Iron Dome,” but “is 
actually much closer to Ron-
ald Reagan’s so-called Star 
Wars program, launched in 
1983 at the height of the cold 
war.” Even Russian Foreign 
Ministry spokeswoman Maria 
Zakharova failed to draw the 
necessary distinction in Jan. 
31 comments that Trump’s 
plan would expand missile de-
fenses “to a scale comparable 
to Reagan’s ‘Star Wars.’ ”

Since the essential fea-
tures of Reagan’s SDI policy 
were designed by Lyndon La-
Rouche, we provide below key 
quotes from each, to orient the 
reader to two crucial distinc-
tions: 1) the goal of the Reagan-LaRouche SDI was 
to make nuclear weapons obsolete, not entrench their 
use or preserve a second-strike capability; and 2) the 
pathway charted by the Reagan-LaRouche SDI was 
of verified cooperation, not confrontation, between 

the United States and the Soviet Union. This was pre-
mised on the view that there are common interests of 
Mankind around which a new security architecture can 
be built. The Trump proposal is notoriously based on 
the opposite view: seeking to impose the U.S.’s he-

gemonic position against hell 
or high water—both of which 
now loom on the horizon. 
(Emphasis has been added to 
the quotes below to highlight 
these distinctions.)

The Trump Executive 
Order of Jan. 27:

“(c) The United States will 
guarantee its secure second-
strike capability…

“(iii) Development and 
deployment of proliferated 
space-based interceptors capa-
ble of boost-phase intercept…

“(vi) Development and 
deployment of capabilities 
to defeat missile attacks pri-
or to launch and in the boost 
phase…

“(viii) Development and 
deployment of non-kinetic 
capabilities to augment the 
kinetic defeat of ballistic, hy-
personic, advanced cruise mis-

siles, and other next-generation aerial attacks…”
Reagan’s March 23, 1983 speech:
“What if free people could live secure in the knowl-

edge that their security did not rest upon the threat of 
instant U.S. retaliation to deter a Soviet attack; that we 

II. Strategic

Trump’s ‘Iron Dome for America’ Is 
Axiomatically the Opposite of the Reagan-
LaRouche Strategic Defense Initiative
by Dennis Small

EIRNS/Stuart Lewis
Lyndon LaRouche presents his beam weapons policy 
in April 1983.
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could intercept and destroy strategic 
ballistic missiles before they reach 
our own soil or that of our allies?… 
Isn’t it worth every investment neces-
sary to free the world from the threat 
of nuclear war? We know it is!…

“I clearly recognize that defen-
sive systems have limitations and 
raise certain problems and ambigui-
ties. If paired with offensive systems, 
they can be viewed as fostering an 
aggressive policy and no one wants 
that. But with these considerations 
firmly in mind, I call upon the scien-
tific community in our country, those 
who gave us nuclear weapons, to turn 
their great talents now to the cause of 
mankind and world peace; to give us 
the means of rendering these nuclear 
weapons impotent and obsolete…. We seek neither 
military superiority nor political advantage. Our only 
purpose—one all people share—is to search for ways 
to reduce the danger of nuclear war.”

LaRouche’s Jan. 20, 1983 address on “An Anti-
Imperialist Military Policy”:

LaRouche delivered a public address in Washing-
ton, D.C. two months prior to Reagan’s SDI announce-
ment, in which he explained his proposal for the use 
of new physical principles to radically transform the 
world security and development architecture:

“Now, what I’ve proposed is a solution to the mili-
tary side of this problem. My proposal is: eliminate 
the superiority of thermonuclear weapons as the final 
weapon, or an absolute weapon. They are not an abso-
lute weapon: We have had, over the same 20 years, ac-
tual weapons systems, and potential weapon systems, 
which can destroy thermonuclear missiles, ballistic 
missiles, in the stratosphere. We have had systems 
which could provide point-defense, to defend cities, or 
to defend missile sites or other targets, from an incom-
ing warhead. Most recently, the Soviet Union, in the 

past six years or so at least, has been de-
veloping a set of weapons systems which 
could do this by means of laser-like beams, 
beam weapons….

“So, therefore, I have proposed that 
we change our negotiations on arms with 
Moscow in the following way. One, we 
agree to independently, but in parallel, de-
velop and deploy anti-missile defensive 
beam-weapon and supplementary sys-
tems. We agree, two, to manage the prog-
ress in such deployment, to such effect that 
we do not create a strategic imbalance of 
critical significance during the process of 
deployment. Three, that we then proceed 
on the basis of that agreement to a pro-
gram of eliminating thermonuclear weap-
ons. Four, that we agree that as we put this 
in place, that if any third nation attempts 
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Fusion Energy Foundation Executive Director Paul Gallagher interviewed by 
CBS TV about beam weapons the day after Reagan’s SDI announcement.

Ronald Reagan Presidential Library
Ronald Reagan announces the SDI, March 23, 1983.
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to launch one or any num-
ber of thermonuclear weap-
ons, we will jointly destroy 
those launched weapons at 
that time—that we agree, in 
short, to free the world from 
more than 20 years of ther-
monuclear terror.

“There is no other way 
to go. It will be impossible 
in any negotiation to go so 
far with reducing the num-
ber of warheads, that either 
the United States or the So-
viet Union would actually 
give up what it considers 
the capability to obliterate 
the other by nuclear means. 
So, therefore, disarmament leads nowhere. It accom-
plishes nothing, because we cannot eliminate thermo-
nuclear missiles except by going to a weapons-system 
deployment that makes them relatively obsolete….

“If we commit ourselves to this technological rev-
olution—and it is a technological revolution in modes 

of production as well as it 
is in military science—and 
we use this technology to 
assist the development of 
developing countries, to in-
crease the general welfare 
of mankind on this planet 
… if we commit ourselves 
to these things which are 
properly the common aims 
of mankind, perhaps in that 
great effort we can find a 
solution. And, therefore, I 
propose that we adopt this 
policy, a beam-weapon de-
velopment policy, a crash 
program to do this, to ne-
gotiate with the Soviets on 

this question, as I’ve indicated, and to couple this to 
a plan, an effort to restore technologically progressive 
economic growth, and to finally remove the hideous 
effects of centuries of British and other imperialism 
that blight the conditions of life of people in the de-
veloping sector.” 
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An illustration of a beam generated on Earth being reflected 
by a space-based mirror it to its target, an ICBM, at the 
speed of light.
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Executive Intelligence Review has released this 
Special Report to warn of the extreme danger to 
mankind represented by the Green New Deal, 
also called “The Great Reset” by the leaders of the 
Davos World Economic Forum. 

Already being implemented, this plan is taking 
over the direction of national economies from 
sovereign governments, using the power of central 
banks and the too-big-to-fail private financial 
institutions, cutting off credit to fossil fuel power 
generation and to industrial and agricultural 
enterprises claimed to emit too much carbon. 
Meanwhile it is creating a new huge bubble in the 
“sustainable fuel” sector, hoping to prop up the 
increasingly bankrupt financial system.

Stopping it by returning to a Hamiltonian 
American System credit policy, requires an 
understanding which is the purpose of this report.

EIR subscribers 
who have received 
this Special Report 
as their 68-page 
Feb. 12, 2021 
issue: Get an 
Offprint edition 
for someone you 
know who should 
have it! 

Special Report is available in soft cover printed copy for $30 plus 
shipping, or as a PDF for $20 (requires e-mail address). 
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