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Feb. 22—An emergency Arab summit on recon­
struction in Gaza and the occupied territories is 
scheduled for March 4 in Cairo, involving many na­
tions in the region. On Feb. 21, a pre-summit, closed 
door meeting was held in Riyadh attended by Egyp­
tian President Abdel Fattah El Sisi and other heads of 
state. Plans under discussion address emergency hu­
manitarian measures for Gaza and the region, as well 
as long-term rebuilding, directly countering the Feb. 
4 announcement by United States President Donald 
Trump for expelling all Palestinians 
from Gaza. We here reprint the Feb. 
13 article posted on BRIXSweden by 
Hussein Askary, with his permission. 
Additional illustrations and editing 
are by EIR.

Feb. 13—The absurd statements 
made by U.S. President Donald 
Trump on relocating the Palestin-
ians from Gaza, followed by the in-
sults directed by Israeli Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu to some 
important Arab countries (Saudi 
Arabia and Egypt), have opened a 
window of opportunity for the Arab 
countries and the Global South to 
put forward an alternative plan that 
is realistic, humanitarian, and com-
patible with international law to 
save the Palestinian people in Gaza 
and the West Bank, resolve the Palestinian issue, and 
establish peace and development in the West Asian 
region (erroneously called the Middle East). But this 
requires guarantees and cooperation from interna-
tional powers, most importantly the U.S. Trump Ad-
ministration, but not it alone. China, Russia, the 
BRICS countries—that were joined in 2024 by 

Egypt, the UAE, Iran and Ethiopia, and this year by 
Indonesia—as well as many other countries in the 
Global South, have risen economically, militarily 
and politically today. 

U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio recently rec-
ognized that the era of unipolarity is over and has been 
replaced by an era of multipolarity. This historical fact 
must be exploited by Arab countries, not to play the 
East against the West, but to build bridges through 
Arab countries between them.

First, it is imperative to uphold the two-state solu-
tion and the right of the Palestinian people to estab-
lish their own state with East Jerusalem as its capital 
on Palestinian lands in accordance with UN Resolu-
tion 242 of 1967 and the Arab Peace Initiative of 2002. 
However, for this state to be sustainable, there must 
be an economic policy for reconstruction and devel-
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opment and to compensate the Palestinian people and 
their younger generations for the tragedies and horrors 
they have faced so far.

The gates of humanitarian relief must be opened 
immediately to prevent hundreds of thousands of 
Palestinians in Gaza from dying of hunger, immu-
nodeficiency and infectious diseases due to water 
contamination and lack of sanitation and health care. 
Perhaps this is what the extremist Israeli government 
is counting on to drive the Palestinian people out of 
Gaza voluntarily. 

We must remember what happened in Iraq after 
Desert Storm in 1991, where nearly one million Iraq-
is, half of them children, were killed not by Anglo-
American bombing, but by the consequences of the 
destruction of basic infrastructure and the economic 
blockade that led to malnutrition and the spread of 
diseases.

The Oasis Plan
As for the long-term plan, we are pleased 

with the statements made by the Egyptian 
government that there are two plans that 
will be discussed with the Arab countries 

before the upcoming summit at the end of this month. 
While we do not know the details of these plans, we 
would like to put forward a set of ideas within what 
we call the “Oasis Plan,” an idea launched by the late 
American economist Lyndon LaRouche in the 1970s 
and based on the concept of “peace through develop-
ment,” where there is no peace without development 
and no development without peace, and where the 
two issues must go in parallel.

This is what did not happen in the 1993 Oslo Ac-
cords, as the economic decisions in Annexes III and 
IV were neglected, albeit insufficient, and the focus 
was on political solutions only. This is what prompted 
LaRouche to predict the failure of the Oslo Accords 
and to warn of the role of the Israeli extreme right and 
its supporters from the Christian Zionist movements in 
the United States and Britain in destroying any founda-
tions for peace and assassinating and imprisoning its 

EIRNS

The Oasis Plan

Karel Verycken
Above, a map of much smaller scale, showing the 
confluence of three continents, from Greece to 
Türkiye to Ethiopia, and from Egypt to Iran. It 
shows proposed and existing transport 
infrastructure: railways (red), roads (green), 
maritime routes (dashed yellow).
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advocates on both sides.
The Oasis Plan is to address the issues of 

water shortage and desertification in the region, 
the lack of modern basic infrastructure for de-
velopment, and the lack of agricultural and 
industrial capabilities. These conditions exist 
despite the presence of favorable factors in the 
region, though unevenly distributed, of natural 
resources, financial and human resources, and 
strategic location. The plan sees the issue of re-
construction in Gaza, Palestine, and the entire 
region (especially Syria, Lebanon, Iraq, and 
Yemen) in a larger context. It is not possible to 
find solutions to local issues whose causes are 
global.

The plan in its new form developed by this 
author and his colleagues at the Schiller Insti-
tute in the last two years evolves in the context 
of the Belt and Road Initiative, or the New Silk 
Road, or the World Land-Bridge, which is also 
the brainchild of Lyndon LaRouche, and the 
connectivity of West Asia’s infrastructure and 
its utilization as a bridge between Asia, Eu-
rope and Africa on the one hand, and the Indian Ocean 
and the Mediterranean on the other. This is done by 
building development corridors throughout the region 
consisting mainly of transportation lines such as rail-
ways and highways, water, electric power, oil and gas 
pipelines, and building new agricultural and industrial 
zones and cities on both sides of these development 
corridors, which will extend to Palestine (from Jordan 
to the West Bank, to Gaza, to the Mediterranean Sea, 
and from there to Egypt).

Water and Agriculture
The plan first aims to solve the issue of water short-

age, underdeveloped agriculture and desertification. 
The amount of water naturally available in this part of 
the region, especially the Golan Hights, South Leba-
non, and the West Bank, most of which is appropriated 
by Israel, cannot be relied upon, even if it were hypo-
thetically divided fairly. There is a need throughout the 
region to increase the amount of water available expo-
nentially, and this can only be done through seawater 
desalination.

There are two major projects for desalination:
First: Building two canals to the Dead Sea, one 

from the Red Sea and the other from the Mediterra-
nean. The purpose of these two canals is not for mari-

time transportation, as is rumored, and they can be re-
placed by large diameter pipes. Rather, their purpose 
is to take advantage of the huge difference in elevation 
between the Red and Mediterranean Seas on the one 
hand and the Dead Sea on the other. The Dead Sea is 
four hundred meters below sea level. The rapid flow of 
water in the two conveyance channels sloping toward 
the Dead Sea can be used to generate energy for desali-
nation and other uses.

Second: In the future, nuclear plants with small mod-
ular reactors could be built to desalinate water and pro-
duce electricity. Similar plants powered by either natural 
gas or nuclear power should be built in the future on the 
Mediterranean coast and along the Suez Canal as well.

Agriculture must be significantly developed, using 
modern irrigation and seed development techniques 
in the Palestinian territories and in neighboring Arab 
countries to achieve food security and economic and 
political stability. A large part of the Arab countries’ 
resources is wasted on importing foodstuffs. Social 
and political shocks occur in Arab countries when-
ever there is a global crisis that leads to a rise in food 
prices, as happened in 2008 and 2009 and after the 
outbreak of the Ukraine war in 2022. Therefore, the 
cultivation and afforestation of dry and desert areas 
must be expanded throughout the Arab region.

NASA Earth Observatory
NASA satellite photos taken in northern Egypt before (left, Nov. 28, 
2018) and after (Nov. 20, 2024) implementation of the New Delta 
Project. They document its success in turning desert into farmland. The 
New Delta Irrigation Water Treatment Plant, the world’s largest, opened 
in 2024 near Alexandria. The project will eventually convert 9,240 sq. 
km of barren land into cropland.
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Industries
Lyndon LaRouche proposed at an international con-

ference on oil and gas in global politics in Abu Dhabi 
in May 2002 that oil-producing countries should build 
nuclear power plants both for water desalination, and 
also to free their hydrocarbon resources for petrochem-
ical, chemical and other industries 
that increase the added value of 
crude oil and gas exponentially. A 
few years later, the UAE launched 
its own peaceful nuclear program 
and completed the construction of 
four large-scale nuclear reactors 
in cooperation with South Korea 
last year. Egypt is currently build-
ing the El Dabaa Nuclear Power 
Plant in cooperation with Russia.

China’s industrial and techno-
logical progress has also enabled 
it to localize some advanced in-
dustries in Arab countries such as 
Saudi Arabia, Oman, the United 
Arab Emirates, and Egypt. All 
Arab countries should build indus-
trial parks and special economic 
zones, in addition to establishing 
industries in Gaza and the West 

Bank, taking advantage of their 
geographical location, availabil-
ity of raw materials and labor, 
and proximity to markets. The 
construction of a world-class port 
in Gaza, an airport, and rail and 
metro line should be implemented. 
The tunnel systems that were used 
for war fighting can be replaced by 
a metro system in time of peace.

Financing
We cannot rely solely on for-

eign aid to sustain the economic 
situation of the Palestinian people 
and their future state. The Oasis 
Plan includes the establishment 
of an Arab or regional develop-
ment bank modeled after the 
Asian Infrastructure Investment 
Bank (AIIB) with a capital of 
$100 billion. The Arab countries 

should collectively establish such a bank. Its pur-
pose would be not only to issue low-interest, long-
term credits to finance basic infrastructure projects 
throughout the region, especially in Jordan, Palestine, 
Lebanon and Syria, but also to provide financial lever-
age for national development banks to be established, 

Egypt State Information Service
An image of a nuclear power plant like Egypt’s El Dabaa, which is now 30% complete. The 
plant will have four VVER-1200 pressurized water reactors, 1.2 GW each.

Zayed Center
At the international conference on “The Role of Oil and Gas in World Politics” in the 
Zayed Center, UAE, June 2, 2002. Left to right: Mohammad Khalifa Al Murrar, Executive 
Director of the Zayed Center for Coordination and Follow-Up; Lyndon LaRouche; and 
Obeid bin Saif Al Nasiri, UAE Minister for Petroleum and Mineral Resources.
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such as the Palestinian Development Bank (which 
was envisioned in the Oslo Accords but has not been 
established). National banks would be able to finance 
local projects for housing, agriculture and industry. 
This would save poor Arab countries and the Pales-
tinian people from relying on foreign aid with strings 
attached including political concessions.

Funding could in addition be obtained from the 
AIIB and through bilateral “oil-for-construction” and 
“oil-for-technology” agreements, where a small por-
tion of the region’s oil and gas exports (5% to 10%) 
could be used to finance the proposed Arab Develop-
ment Bank and to obtain bilateral credits from oil and 
gas importing countries such as China, Japan, Korea, 
India, and European countries and utilize these credits 
in infrastructure, industry, and agriculture projects. We 
have explained this in detail in a previous article.

How to Rebuild Gaza  
without  Relocating People?

There are many simple solutions, but they need 
good organization and joint funding. For example, 
Asian countries, including China, have the capacity 

to manufacture small prefabricated mobile houses 
the size of a typical shipping container affordably 
and quickly. The Palestinian people in Gaza can-
not continue to live in tents without experiencing 
all sorts of health, psychological and social issues. 
Communal sanitation facilities could be built around 
clusters of such housing along Gaza’s coastline, sup-
plied with water, electricity and sewage treatment 
via floating power and desalination plants that are 
available in many parts of the world or can be built 
quickly. Likewise, field hospitals and schools must 
be built.

The Oasis Plan is a plan that, although it is region-
ally comprehensive and needs global consensus, is ca-
pable of finding solutions to even local and national 
issues. Its details can be expanded upon in collabora-
tion with local planners and engineers to adapt it to the 
local situation of each region and country. Our purpose 
in proposing the Oasis Plan is not to design precise 
policies for each country, but to develop a general but 
scientific and conceptual framework that reflects the 
economic, technical and political developments in to-
day’s new world.
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