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A N

F N Q UIR Y
INTQ THE PRINCIPLES

ON WHICH A

COMMERCIAL SYSTEM

Yor 1"m: UNITED STATES or AMERICA siiouvLDp BE
FOUNDED, &c.

HERE are in every country certain

important crifes when exertion or
negle&t muft produce confequences of the
utmoft moment. The period at which
the inhabitants of thefe ftates have now

arrived, will be admitted by every attent-
1ve and ferious mind to be clearly of this
defcription.

Our money abforbed by a wanton con-
{um?tion of imported luxuries, a flu®uat-

ing
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ing paper medium {ubftituting in its flead,
foreign commerce extremely circumferib-
ed and a feederal government not only in-
effcQive but digpointed, tell us indeed too
plainly that further negligence may ruin
us {forever. Imprefled with this view of
our afiairs, the writer ot the foilowing
pazes has ventured to ntrude upon the
public.  Bur us neither his time nor op-
portuaitics will permit him to treat of all
the great objects, which excite his appree
heniions or engage his wiihes, he means
in*hacipally to confine himicit to that part
of them, which have beea moft fubjeéted

to Lius obiervations and enquirics.

Jult opinions on our general affairs,
muft ncceflarily precede fuch a wife fyf-
tem of commercial rerulations, as will
extend cur trade to the greatelt length ta
which it can be carried without affecting

untavorably
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unfavorably our other weighty intcrefis.
It may thercforc be ufeful in the firft
place, to take a comparative view of tiic
two moft important objes in the United
States—our agriculturc and commerce.

In a country bleft with a fertile foil,
and a climate admitting fteady labour,
where the cheapnefs of land tempts the
European from his home, and the manu-
faCturer from his trade, we are led by a
few moments of reflexion to fix on agri-
culture as the great leading intereft. From
this we fhall ind moft of our other ad-
vantages refult, fo far as they arife from
the nature of our affairs, and where they
are not produced by the coereion of laws
—the fitheries are the principal exception.
In order to make a true eftimate of the
magnitude of agriculture, we muft re-

member that it is encouraged by few or

on
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‘o duties on the importation of rival pro-
duce—that it furnifhes outward cargoes
not only for all our own thips, but thofe
alfo which foreign nations fend to our
ports, or in other words, that it pays for
all our importations—that it fupplies a
part of the cloathing of our people and
the food of them and their cattle—that
what 1s confumed at home, including the
materials for manufa&uring, is four or
five times the value of what 1s exported
— that the number of people employed in
agriculture, is at leaft ninc parts in ten of
the inhabitants of America—that there-
fore the planters and farmers do form the
body of the militia, the bulwark of the
nation—that the value of property, occu-
pied by agriculture, is manifold greater
than that of the property employed in
every other way—that the fettlement of

our wafte lands, and fubdividing our im-
proved
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proved farms is every year encreafing the
pre-eminence of the agricultural intereit
—that the refources we derive from it are
at all times certain and indifpen{ibly ne-
ceflary—and laftly, that the rural life pro-
motes health and morality by its altive
nature, and by keeping our people from
the luxuries and vices of the towns. In
fhort, agriculture appears to be the fpring
of our commerce, and the parent of our
manufaQures.

The commerce of America, including
our exports, imports, thippingz, manufac-
tures and fifheries, may be properly con-
fide:«d as forming one intereft. So un-
informed or miftaken have many of us
been, that it has been ftated as the great
objet, and I fear it is yet believed to be
the moft important intereft of New-Eng-
land. But from the beft calculations I

B have
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have been able to make, I cannot raife
the proportion of property or the number
of men employed in manufactures, fith-
eries, navigation and trade to one-eighth
of the property and pcople occupied by
agriculture, even in that commercial quar=
ter of the Union. In making this efti-
mate I have deducted fomething from the
value and population of the large towns
for the idle and diffipated, for thofe who
live upon their incomes, and for fupernu=
merary domeflic fervants.  But the dif=
proportien 1s much greater, taking the
Union at large, for feveral of the flates
have little commerce, and no manufac-
turcs—others have no cominerce and
frarcely manufa&turce any thing. The
tumber, iron, cordage and many other ar=-
ticles neceflury for building fhips to fith
or trade—nine parts in ten of their car-
cocs—the {ubliftence of the manufac-

turcrs
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turers, and much of their raw materials
are the produce of our lands. In almoft
all of tlie countries ot Europe the moft ju-
dicious writers have confidered commerce
as the handmaid of agriculture; and if
true there, with us it muft be unqucttion-
able. We bhave few manufallories to
throw into the {cale againft the landed in-
tereft. We have in our lands full empley-
ment for our prefent inhabitants, and in-
ftcad of {ending colonics to new-difcover-
ed iflands, we have adjoining towallips
and countics whofe vacant ficids await

the future incrcalc of our people.

If a comparative view of the importance
of our various interefis fhould terminate in
a decided and great fuperiority of agricul-
ture over all the reft combined—:f emi-
gration and natural increafc are Cailv add-
1ng to the number of our pianters andd
farmers—if the flates are poficfied of mil-

lLiony
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lions of vacant acres, that court the cul-
tivator’s hand—if the fettlement of thefe
immenfe tra®ts will greatly and fteadily
encreafe the obje&s of taxation, the re-
fources, the powers of the country—if
they will prove an inherent treafurc of
which neither folly nor chance can de-
prive us, let us be careful to do nothing
that can interrupt this happy progrefs of*
our affairs. Should we from a mifcon=
ception of our true interefts, or from any
other caufe, form a fyftem of commercial
regulations, prejudicial to this great mafs
of property, and to this great body of the
people, we muft injure our country during
the continuance of the error. I muft final~
ly return, under the difadvantages of fur-
ther changes, to that plan, which it muft
be our fincere defire, as it is our feripus
duty at this time to devife.

While
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While I feel an abfolute conviction that
our true interefts fhould reftrain us from
burdening or impeding agriculture in
any way whatever, I am not only ready
to admit, but muft beg leave to urge, that
found policy requires our giving every
encouragement to commerce and 1ts con-
nexions, which may be found confiftent
with a due regard to agriculture.

The communication between the dif-
ferent ports of every nation is a bufinefs
entirely in their power—The policy of
moft countries has been to fecure this do-
meftic navigation to their own people.
The extenfive coafts, the immenfe bays
and numerous rivers of the United States
have already made this an important ob-
je&, and it muft increafe with our popu-
lation*.—As the places at which the car-

goes

) The coafting veflels, entered at the cuflom henfe of Thilaciel-
phia m.thc year 1765, were §67 fail 3 all the other entrics of {ea
veflels in the fame year were o1,
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goes of coafting veffels are delivered muft
be fupplied with American produce from
fome part of the Union, and as the mer-
chant can always have American bot-
toms to tranfport the goods of the pro-
ducing fiate to the flate confuming them,
no interruption to the market of the
planters and farmers can be apprchended
from prohibiting tranfportation in fo-
reign bottoms from port to port within
the United States—A fingle exception
may perhaps be proper, permitting fo-
reign velflels to carry from port to port,
for the purpofe of finifhing their fales,
any goods that thail be part of the cur=
goes they brought into the Union, from
the laft foreign place at which they load-
cd. The fleets of colliers on the Britifh
coaft evince the poilible benefits of fuch
a rcgulation

'The
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The confumption of fifh, oil, whale-~
bone and other articles obtained through
the fitheries, in the towns and counties,
that are convenient to navigation, has
become much greater than is generally
fuppofcd. T am informed that no lefs
than five thoufand barrels of mackarel,
falmon and pickled ced-fith, are vended
in the city of Philadelphia annually; add
to them the dried fifh, oil, fpcrmaceti
candles, whalebone, &c. and it will be
found a little fleet of floops and fchoon-
ers are employed in the bufinefs. The
demand for the ufe of the inhabitants of
thole parts of the Union to which thefe
ﬁlpplies can be carried, 1s already confi-
derable, and the increafc of our towns
and manufa&tures will render 1t more fo
cvery year. In the prefent ftatc of our
navigation we can be 1n no doubt of pro-
curing thefe fupplics by mcans of our

own
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own veflels. The country that interferes
moft with us at our own market is Nova
Scotia, which alfo, [am informed, has had
fome emigrants from our fithing towns
fince the decline of their bufinefs. Such
encouragement to this valuable branch of
commerce, as would fecure the benefits of
it to our own people, without injuring our
other effential interefts, is certainly worth
attention.=—The Convention will probably
find on confideration of this point that a
duty or prohibition of foreign articles,
fuch as our own fitheries fupply, will be
fafe and expedient.

'The article in the Britifh trade laws,
which confines the importation of foreign
goods to the bottoms of the country pro-
ducing them, and of their own citizens,
appears applicable to our fituation. By
means of thofe two flags we fhould be

certain
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certain of the neceflary importations, and
we fhould throw out of each department
of the carrying trade every competitor,
except the fhips of the nation by which
the goods were raifed or manufattured.
All trade with feveral countries, fuch
as China and India, whofe veflels feldom
or never make foreign voyages, would be
fecured into our bands. It will be found,
that an application of this regulation in
pradice, will be attended with no diffi~
cultics or inconveniencies, and befides the
immediate benefits already mentioned,
our merchants will be led directly to the
original market for the fupplies of which
we ftand in need. Inftead of purchaf-
ing the goods of Ruflia or the Eaft-Indies
in England, France or Holland, our own
fhips will fail dire@ly to the fountain
from whence they have flowed to us
through forcign channcls. The credits

C gfvcn
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given usin Europe after the peace, kept
us in the practice of going to a very few
. places, for all our importations. But they
have trufted us in many inftances at a
dear rate indeed, and however ufeful cre=
dit may be as a fupplcment to our means
of trade in this young country, it is very
certain that we fhould firlt lay out to the
beft advantage our funds in hand.

Thefe are the principal encouragements
to foreign commerce, which occur to me
at prefent as proper to form a part of a
permanent {yftem for the United States.
Regulations for temporary purpofes, fuch
as reftrictions and prohibitions affefting
particular nations, I do not mean to {peak
of here. I muft however obferve, that
they fhould be adopted with great pru-
dence and deliberation, as they may affect
us very unfavorably, if they fhould be

tried
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tried in vain. In taking meafures to pro-
mote manufa&ures, we muft be careful
that the injuries to the general interefts of
commerce do not exceed the advantages
refulting from them. The circumftances
of the country, as they relate to this bu-
finefs, fhould be difpaflionately and tho-
roughly examined. Tho’ it is confefled,
that the United States have full employ-
ment for all their citizens in the extenfive
field of agriculture, yet as we have a va-
luable body of manufatturers already here,
as many more will probably emigrate
from Europe, who will chufe to continue
at their trades, and as we have fome citi-
zens {o poor as not to be able to effet a
little fettlement on our wafte lands, there
1s a real neceflity for fome wholefome ge-
neral regulations on this head. By tak-
Ing care not to force manufattures in thofe
flates, where the pecple are fewer, tillage

much
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much more profitable, and provifions dear-
er than in feveral others, we fhall give a-
griculture its full {cope in the former, and
Jeave all the benefits of manufaturing (fo
far as they are within our reach) to the
latter. South-Carolina, for inflance, muft
manufalture to an evident lofs, while the
advancement of that bufinefs in Maflachu-
fetts will give the means of {ubfiftence to
many, whofe occupations have been ren-
dered unprofitable by the confequences of
the revolution. A liberal policy on this
fubje& fhould be adopted, and the produce
of the fouthern ftates fhould be exchanged
for fuch manufa&ures as can be made by
the northern, free from impoft.

Another inducement to fome falutary,
regulations on this fubjec, will be fug-
gefted by confidering fome of our means

of conducting manufactures. Unlefs bu-

finefs
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inefs of this kind is carried on, certain
great natural powers of the country will
remain ina&ive and ufelefs.  Our nume-
rous mill feats, for example, by which
flour, oil, paper, fnuff, gunpowder, iron-
work, woolen cloths, boards and {cant-~
ling, and fomne other articles are prepar-
ed or perfe&ted, would be given by pro-
vidence in vain. 1f properly improved,
they will fave us an immenfe expence
for the wages, provifions, cloathing and
lodging of workmen, without diverting
the people from their farms—TFire, as
well as water, affords, if I may fo {peak,
a fund of afliftance, that cannot lie un-
ufed without an evident negle&t of our
beft interefts. Breweries, which we can-
not eftimate too highly, diftillerics, fugar
houfes, potteries, cafting and fteel fur-
naces, and feveral other works are carri-

¢d on by this powerful element, and at-
| | tended
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tended with the fame favings, that wers
particularized in fpcaking of water ma-
chines—’T1s probable alfo that a fre-
quent ufe of fteam engines will add great-
ly to this clafs of factories. In fome ca-
fes where fire and water are not employ-
ed, horfes are made to ferve the purpofe
as well and on much lower terms than
men. The cheapnefs and the cafy en-
creafe of thefe ferviceable animals infure
us this aid to any extent that occafion
- may require, which however is not like-
ly to be very great.

The encouragement to agriculture, af-
forded by fome manufa&ories, is a rea-
fon of folid weight in favor of puthing
them with induftry and fpirit. Malt li-
quors, if generally ufed, linfeed oil, ftarch
(and were they not a poifon to our mo-
tals and confiitutions I might add corn,

{pirits)
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Ipirits) would require more grain to make
them, than has been exported in any
year fince the revolution---I cannot omit
to obferve here, that beer firengthens the
arm of the labourer without debauching
him, while the noxious drink now ufed
enervates and corrupts him--—-The work-
ers in lcather too of every kind, in flax
and hemp, in iron, wood, ftone and clay;
in furs, horn, and many other articles
employ either the fpontaneous produi«
ons of the earth or the fruits of cultiva<

tion.

If we are convinced by thefe confider-
ations, that rcgular fa@ories of many
kinds fhould be promoted in the moft
fuitable parts of the Union, let us next
confider whether the encouragements
now held out to them are both fufficient
and proper. The neareft rivals of our

manufaurers
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marufa&urers are thofe of Europe, who
are fubjected to the following charges in
bringing their goods into our market—--
The merchant’s commiffion for fhipping
and the fame for {clling, coft of pack-
ages, cuftom houfe papers in Europe, and
the fame with a duty of 5 per cent. here,
porterages, freight, infurance, damage,
intercft of money, wafte, and lofs on ex-
change—Thefe may be rated at 2¢ per
cent on the leaft bulky of our manufac-
turest. Here isa folid premium, operat=

ing

+ We have na manufaQure more compa& than a piece of yard
wide linen, equal to what cofts 15d. fterling in Europe.  The fol-
lowing minute calculation will fhew the charges, under which a
package of 10ui. flerling valuc of that artide can be imported.

Currency.

i. . ;
€4 picces of linen of 25 yards each, will be 160 166 13 4

yards, which at 15d. amount to rocl. fterling,

ers fees, porterage, wharfage, bill of luding, in

Outward entry, debhenture certificate, and fearch-
: ) rs e
Europe are 15s. fterling, or in currency

Infurance to cover charges, commiflion for efflc@-
ing and part policy, £.3 3 o fterl. or currency, 53

Colt of cafe, ropes, and packing, 15s. fterling, I 5 0

Carricd over, 174 8 4



[ 25 ]

ing like a bounty, while it happily cofts
‘thc confumer nothing, for the charges of
importation are unavoidable and the du-
ty beihg merely for the purpofe of reve-
nue, is applied to pay the public debts
and expences of which he owes his pro-

D portion,

Currency.

Brought over, 6ot coft. and N 174 8 4
Onc years intereft on firft coft, and European charges

on the poods, £. 5 fterl. 815 o

183 3 4
Duty on value of goods in America eftimated at 8 o o
160l. currency for 100l fterl. coft-at § per cent.
Commiffion on fhipping, £. 123 4 4 in Europe, at 11
24 per cent. 4 7
Part cuftom houfc bond and permit, and primage, c x 6
Commillion on the fales and remitting, fuppofing
the goods to {cll for 210l currency, per 1ool. iI § o
fterling coft, at 7% per cent,
Freight of 13 1-3 fect, at 1/3 fterling per foot, I 79
Porterage, LI I <
L zost 2%
Dedu the firft coft as above, 166 13 4

£-25 2 1 fterling, being the charges, isequal to £, 41 16 10

In this calculation, wafte, which of fome articles is great, da-
mages helow § per cent. which the underwriters do not pay, in-
suries not within the rifque infured, differcnce of exchange now
6 per cent. above par, and other loffes on remitting, poftages of
Jetters, and bad debts on fales at « long credic, us well as the profit
of the imparter are not taken notice of, though feveral of them res
ally occur in ¢very imporiavion,
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portion. This encouragement can only
be encreafed by exempting raw materials
from duty, which may be very fafe and
proper and by additional duties and pro-
hibitions, which would induce the lofs of
the revenue and an injury to morals from
fimuggling, and would throw upon the

other members of the commercial intereft
" and the cultivators and improvers of our
lands an unneceflary burden. The m--
nufaCurers are a juft and f{enfible body
of men, and love their country, 1 feela
perfe& confidence therefore, that when
they fee a fubftantial advantage of 25 per
cent. in favour of their goods, which
cannot be taken from them, they will de-
fire that government fhould refrain from
further duties and prohibitions. ‘This
eftimate being made upon the fineft of our
manufa&ures, it 1s evident that the more

bulky
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bulky and weighty would fbew the ad-
vantages of our own workmen in a yct

ftronger light.

The clear air and powerful fun of Ame-
rica is another advantage our manufa&o-
rers enjoy. When the linen and cotton
branches fhall become confiderable,a great
faving of time and money will be made
by the climate, and where bleaching 13
effeed principally by the fun and water,
the quality of the cloth is known to be
more excellent. The European procefs
by drugs and machines impairs the
ftrength. Ireland, I confefs, with a cli-
mate very different from ours, is remark-
able for the quality of its linens, but they
do not equal the American homefpun in
ftrength. In confirmation of the above
opinion, [ may mention that there was a
plan formed before the revolution, by a

numbey
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number of Englith merchants of efta
blithing a company with a large capital, to
import the brown linens of Europe to
be bleached here for the fupply of our
markets.

In this country the confumer’s money
follows the delivery of the manufaGure,
therefore lefs capital is required. In e-
very part of Europe extenfive credits are
given upon their goods. For though
fome nations have not got into the habit
of trufting us, their own merchants are
known to buy on eafy terms of payment.
France is perhaps as little accuftomed
to give thefe indulgencies as any other
great country in Europe, yet nothing is
paid for there, in lefs than two months,
and the credits are extended from that
time to twelve months according to the
article. At the expiration of the term

an accepted bill at fixty days is confider-
_ d
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ed as prompt payment, fo that thé attual
term of credit is from four months to
fourteen.

To thefe might be added feveral other
little advantages, thc joint benefits of
which are fenfibly felt, but I truft enough
has been faid to fatisfy the juft and pa-
triotic mind, though concerned in the
bufinefs, that a further addition of duties
would not promote the general interefts
of the country. I muft here beg leave
however ftrenuoufly to recommend, that
every duty on American produce or ma-
nufatures, impoliticly and unkindly im-
pofed by the laws of feveral of the ftates,
fhould be taken off, and that the juftice
and found policy of the alteration fhould
" be declared and admitted in fome pubhc
inftrument: And as fhips may be very
properly confidered as the greateft article

we
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we make, the tonnage on our own bottoms
fhould be equalized throughout the Uni-
on, and the extra duties on goods import-
in veflels not belonging to the flate in
which they are landed, fhould be done a-
way-—Complaints againft the trade laws
of foreign nations come not confiftently
from thofe who lay fimilar burdens on

their fifter ftates.

A further encouragement to manu-
faGures will refult from improvements
and difcoveries in agriculture—-There
are many raw materials, that could
be produced in this country on a large
fcale which have hitherto been very
confined. Cotton for many years before
the revolution was not worth more than
nine-pence fierling in the Weft-India If-
lands. The perfection of the fatories in
Europe has raifed it to fuch a pitch, that
befides the prohibition againft thipping it

from
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from the colonies to any foreign port, the
price has rifen fifty per cent. The con-
fumers in Pennfylvania have paid near
two fhillings fterling for the importation
of this year. This article muft be worth
the attention of the fouthern planters.

If the fats and obfervations in the pre-
ceding part of this paper be admitted tobe
trueand juft, and if we take into confidera~
tion with them the acknowledged {uperior-
ity of foreign commerce, and the fifheries
over our manufatories, we may come to
the following conclufions—That the U-
nited States of America cannot make a
proper ufe of the natural advantages of
the country, nor promote her agriculture
and other leffer interefts without manu-
faGures, tha® they cannot enjoy the at-
tainable benefits of commerce and the
fitheries, without fome general reftriti~

ons
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ons and prohibitions affeGting foreign
nations, that in forming thefe reftriGions
and prohibitions, as well as in eftablith-
ing manufa&ories, there is occafien for
- great deliberation and wifdom, that no-
thing may be introduced, which can in-
terfere with the fale of.our produce, or
with the fettlement and improvement of

our wafte lands.

Among the political confiderations,
which muft neceflarily be admitted in
treating of this fubje&, the force that may
be required for our protection is not to be
forgotten. It is certainly the greateft
that attends it. America, we may aflume,
can have no inducement to engage in Eu-
ropean wars. From our local fituation
we may keep ourfelves bng difengaged
from them. The principal European na-

tions would find us. an unprofitable and
troublefome
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troublefome enemy. The trade of France,
Great-Britain, Spain, Holland and Portu-
gal, which pailes by our coafts, are a fe-
curity againft their hoftilities. A war a-
mong them, in which we thould take no
part, would be more beneficial to our
farmers, merchants and manufaGurers
than all the advantages we could obtain,
if engaged in it ourfelves. Our fhips
would carry for them, or inftead of theirs,
and our lands and manufa&ories would
furnifh the {upplies of their fleets and if-
lands in the Weft-Indies. To counter~
balance thefe advantages, and to pay the
expences of a war would require captures
rich and numerous indeed, but what could
compenfate us for the drain of peafantry
and the loft opportunity of cultivating
commerce and the arts of peace. A war
merely offenfive cannot be apprehended.
—The fortunc of the Britith arms againft

It America
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America undifciplined and divided, will
inftru&t our enemies to beware of invafi-
ons after the military leffons taken from
that long and ferious conteft. Having
no foreign colonies whofe f{ituation and
weaknefs would {fubje&t them to their at«
tacks, and having all our rcfources at hand
to defend our own coafts, and cut up their
trade m its paflage by our doors, no Eu-
ropean power will be inclined to infult or
moleft us—fhould any of them be fo in-
{fenfible to their own intercfts, as to de-
part from the policy, which evidently
ought to govern them, Aincrica, by act=
ing in concert with the moft powerful ene-
my of {uch hoftile country, muft com-
mence a war, which however inconveni-
ent and difagreeable to us, would be ru-
inous to their Weft-India trade, and fatal
to their colonics. We are not deftitute

of refources and powers to injure them or

defend
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defend ourfelves. Our inland navigation,
coafting trade and hifheries, and the por-~
tion of foreign commerce we mutft inevi-
tably enjoy, are no inconfiderable nurfe-
ries for feamen. Good naval officers we
fhould not want ; thcy have never been
fcarce, and one happy effe& of the revo-
lution has certainly been to raife the re-
putation of the marine life and to en-
crcafe the talents and refpeability of its
followers. Foreign fcamen too, would
find great temptations to enter on board
our privateers and thips of war, and might
be hired in any numbers wc could pay.
The increafe of the ftrength and riches
of the country, by fiiling up our vacant
lands, 1s the infallible method by which
the ncceflary means may be acquired.

It will not be amifs to draw a picture
of our country, 25 it would really exift

under
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under the operation of afyftem of nation~
al laws formed upon thefe principles.
While we indulge ourfelves in the con-
templation of a {ubjet at oncc {o interelt-
ing and dear, let us confine ourfclves to
{fubftantial fa&s, and avoid thofe plealing
delufions into which the {pirits and feel-
ings of our countrymen have too long
mifled them.

In the foreground we fhould find the
mafs of our citizens the cultivators (and
what 1s happily for us in moft inftances
the fame thing) the independent proprie-
tors of thefoil. Lvery wheel would ap-
pear in motion that could carry forward
the interefts of this great body of our pco-
ple, and bring into action the inherent
powers of the country. A portion of the
producce of our lands would be confumed

in the families or empioyed in the bufi-

ncls
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nefs of our manufa&urcrs — a further por-
tion would be applied in the fuftenance of
our merchants and fifhcrmen and other
numerous afliftants, and the remainder
would be tranfported by thofe that could
carry it at the loweft freight (that is with
the {fmalleft deduction from the aggrezate
profits of the bufinefs of the country) to
the beft forcign markets. On one fide
we fhould fee our manufa&urers encou-
raging the tillers of the earth by the con-
fumption and employment of the fruits of
their labours, and fupplying them and the
reft of their fellow citizens with the in-
ftruments of their occupations, and the
neccflarics and conveniencies of life, in
cvery inftance wherc it could be done
without injurioufly and unneceffarily in-
creafing the diftrefs of commerce, the la-
bours of the hufbandmen and the difficul-
tics of changing our native wilds into

{cenes
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{cenes of cultivation and plenty. Com-
merce on the other hand, attentive to the
general interefts, would come forward
with offérs to range through foreign cli-
mates in fearch of thofe fupplies, which
the manufa&urers could not furnifh but at
too high a price, or which nature has not
given us at home, in return for the fur-
plus of thofe ftores, that had been drawn
from thc occan or produced by the carth.

On a review of the preceding facts and
‘obfervations there appears to me rcafon
to believe, that the ncceflary meafures
might be taken to render our farms pro-
fitable and to improve our new lands,
and that our manufacures, fitherics, na-
vigation and trade, would ftill be confi-
derable. The long voyage by which all
interfering  forcign articles muft be

brought to thefe markets, and the inevit-
able
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able neceflity forarevenue, give us, ashath
been demonftrated, a virtual bounty of
g5 per cent. in favor of our owp commo-
ditics, and this 1in the leaft favorable in-
ftances. When return:ng ccconony, and
the fall of rents, and provifions {fhall
have reduced the expences of living,
when our incrcaling farms fhall have
poured in their addition of raw materials,
and we fhall have felt the fhortnefs of
importation produced by the fuffering of
our credit abroad, and by the check
which has been given to foreign adven-
turers in our trade, this difference of 23§
per cent. will have a fenfible effet.  Be-
ing rated on the whole value of the arti-
cle, that is, as well on the labour as the
raw materials, 1t 1sin fat §o per cent. on
the Iabour 1n all cafes where the work-
manfhip is half the value of the manufac-
tured goods, and fo in proportion where it

18
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is more. Beer, diftilled liquors, potafth, gun~
powder, cordage, loaf fugar, hanging and
writing paper, {nuff, tobacco, ftarch, an-
chors, nail rods, and many other articles
of iron, bricks, tiles, potters ware, mill=
ftones, and other ftone work, cabinet work,
corn fans, Windfor chairs, carriages, {ad-
dlery, thoes and boots, and other wearing
apparel, coarfe linens, hats, a few coarfe
woolen articles, linfeed oil, wares of gold
and filver tin and copper, fome braziery,
wool cards, worms and flills, and feveral
other articles may be confidered as efta-
blithed. 'Thefe are tending to greater
perfection, and will foon be fold fo cheap
as to throw foreign goods of the fame kind
entirely out of the market.

Many of the {fame circumftances, that
favour the manufacturer will render the
fitheries morc profitable, and from the

cheapnefs
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cheapnefs of veflels, they will be carried
on at lefs expence than in the few laft
years. The American market, where
the confumption {with population) is in~
creafing faft, may be entirely {ecured to
them. Our manufa&tories and towns will
annually make larger demands for candles,
oil, whalebone and pickled fifh, and it may
be policy, in cities where meat is yet {o
dear, to introduce the confumption of the
dried cod. The Danith and French It~
lands, and the free ports in the Weft-In-
dies, receive {fome of the produce of the
fitheries—France is likely to wake off a
confiderable quantity, as alfo are the Spa-
niards, Portuguefe and Italians, and the
Englith will always want certain articles
for their manufactories, though not to any
great amount—Ncw-England, the feat of
the fifheries, has the great advantage of

being the cheapeft and moft populous part
F of
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of America. Its inhabitants are healthy,
a&ive and intelligent, and can be frugal ;
wherefore I am very much difpofed to be-
lieve, that many faltories will in the courfe
of a very few years revive their declining
towns.

The commercial citizens of America
have for fome time felt the deepeft dif-
trefs—among the principal caufes of their
unhappy fituation were the inconfiderate
ipirit of adventure to this country, which
pervaded every kingdom in Europe, and
the prodigious credits from thence given
to our merchants. To thefe may be add-
ed the high {pirits and the golden dreams
that naturally followed fuch a war, clofed
with fo much honor and fuccefs.—TTri-
umphant over a great enemy, courted by
the moft powerful nations in the world,

it was not in human nature that America

{hould
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fliould immediately comprehend her new
fituation~—really poflefled of the means of
future greatnefs, fhe anticipated the moft
diftant benefits of the revolution, and con-
fidered them as already in her hands.
She formed the higheft expeftations ma-
ny of which however, ferious experience
has taught her to relinquifh, and now that
the thoughtlefs adventures and imprudent
credits from foreign countries take place no
more, *and time has been given for cool
reflexion, fhe will fee her true fituation
and need not be difcouraged.

Our future trade may comprehend the
filheries with the exclufive benefit of
fupplying our own markets, as hath been
already obferved. The coafting trade will
be entirely fecured to us. The right of
bringing the commoditics of foreign
countrics may be divided with the fhips

ot

» An aprlication of the foreooing obfervations *o the commis-
» » . h -
cial fubjeet, can only be admilivlc Lo tas adey.
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of the nation from whori they come, or
in thofe cafes where they have no native
thips the carrying trade mzy be our own.
'The revolution has opened tous fome new
branches of wvaluable commerce. The
intercourfe with France was next to none
before the war, and with Ruflia, India
and China not thought of. With activi-
ty and fin& aeconomy we may pay Lu-
rope with fome of the produce of India,
for a part of the goods with which they
fupply us, and if we do not over-regulate
trade, we fhall be an entrepot of cer-
tain commodities for their Weft-India
and fouth American colonies. Befides
thefe objes all the manufaturing coun-
tries and many free ports will be open to
us, and we may adventure in foreign
{hips to a confiderable extent, though it
would be more defireable to employ our
own. As the propofed regulations would

compel
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compei the Britith or Dutch merchants,
to import into the United States a part
of the produce of France and Spain in
Amcrican bottums, {o may ours ferve
the general interefls of their country by
fending tobacco to Sweden, or flour,
rice and live ftock to the Britifth colonies

in the veflels of the refpective nations.

The foundations of national wealth
and confequence are fo firmly laid in the
United States, that no foreign power can
undetermine or deftroy them. But the
enjoyment of thefe fubftantial bleffings is
rendered precarious by domeftic cir-
cumftances. Scarcely held together by
a weak and half formed feederal confti-
tution, the powersof our national govern-
ment, are unequal to the complete execu-
tion of any ialutary purpofe, foreign or
domeftic. The evils refulting from this

unhappy ftate of things have again
| fhoclked
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fhocked our reviving credit, produced a-
mong our people alarming inftances of dif-
obedienceto thelaws, andif not remedied,
muft deftroy our property, liberties and
peace. Foreign powers, however difpo-
fed to favor us, can expe& neither fatis-
fattion nor benefit from treaties with
congrefs, while they are unable to en-
force them. We can therefore hope to
{ecure no privileges from them, if mat-
ters are thus conduted. We muft im-
mediately remedy this defe& or fuffer
exceedingly. Defultory commercial ats
of the legiflatures, formed on the impref-
fion of the moment, proceeding from no
uniform or permanent principles, clath-
ing with the laws of the other ftates and
oppofing thofe made in the preceding
year by the enacting ftate, can no longef
be {upported, if we are to continue one

people. A fyflem which will promote
the
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phe general interefls awith the fmal[cﬁ i1
Jury to particular ones bas become indif=
penfibly neceffary.  Commerce is more
affeted by the diftraions and evils arif-
ing from the uncertainty, oppofition and
errors of our trade laws, than by the re-
ftriGtions of any one power in Europe.
A negative upon all commercial alts of
the legillatures, if granted to Congrefs
would be perfe@tly fafe, and muft have
an excellent effe@. If thought expedi-
ent it fhould be given as well with re-
gard to thofe that exift, as to thofe that
may be divifed in future. Congrefs
would thus be enabled to prevent every
regulation, that might oppofe the general
interefts, and by reftraining the fates from
impolitic laws, would gradually bring
our national commerce to order and per~
fection. Such of the ideas fuggefted in
the preceding part of this paper, as fhall

be
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be honored with the public approbation,
may be better digefted, and, if they appear
worthy of it,may form new articles of con
federation, which would be the founda-
tion of the commercial {yftem.

I have ventured to hint at prohibitory
powers, but fhall leave that point and the
general power of regulating trade to thofe
who may undertake to confider the poli-
tical obje&ts of the Convention, fuggeft-
ing only the evident propriety of ena-
bling Congrefs to prevent the importation
of fuch foreign commodities, as are made
from our own raw materials. When any
articleof that kind canbe fupplied at home,
upén as low terms as it can be imported
on, a manufaGure of our own produce,
fo well eftablifhed, ought not by any
means to be facrificed to the interefts of
foreign trade, or fubje@ted to injury by

the
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the wild fpeculations of ignorant adven-
turers. In all cafes careful provifion fhould
be made for refunding the duties on ex=
portation, which renders the impoft a vir-
tual excife without being liable to theob-
jections againft an actual one, and 1s a

great encouragement to trade.

The reftoration of public credit at
home and abroad fhould be the firft with
of our hearts, and requires every cecono=
my—every exertion we can make. The
vife and virtuous axioms of our political
conflitutions, refultiny from a lively and
perfe& fenfe of what is diie from man to
man, thould prompt us to the difcharge
of debts of fuch peculiar obligation. We
ftand bound to no common creditors.
The friendly foreigner, the widow and
the orphan, the truitees of charity and re-
ligion, the patriotic citizen, the war-worn

G . {oldier
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foldier, and a magnanimous ally—thefe
are the principal claimants upon the feel-
ing and juftice of America. Let her ap-
ply all her refources to this great duty,
and wipe away the darkeft ftain, that has
ever iallen upon her. The general im-
poft—the fale of the lands and every other
unneceflary article of public property—
reftraining with a firm hand every need-
lefs expence of government and private
life—fteady and patient induftry, with
proper difpofitions in the people, would
relieve us of part of the burden, and ena-
ble Congrefs to commence their payments,
and with the aid of taxation, would put
the finking and funding of our debts with-
in the power of all the ftates. '

‘The violence committed on the rights
of property under the authority of tender
laws in fome of the ftates, the famili-

arity
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arity with which that pernicious mea-=
fure has been recurred to, and the thame-
lefs perfeverance with which it has been
perfifted in after the value of the paper
was confefledly gone, call aloud for fome
remedy. This is not merely a matter of
juftice between man and man; itdifhonors
our national chara&er abroad, and the en-
gine has been employed to give the coup
de grace to public credit. It would not
be difficult perhaps to form a new article
of confederation to prevent it in future,
and a queftion may arife whether fellow-
fhip with any ftate, that would refufe to
admit it, can be fatisfattory or fafe. To
remove difficulties it need not be retro-
{pective. The prefent ftate of thingsinftead
of inviting emigrants, deters all who have
the means of information, and are capable
of thinking. The fettlement of our lands,
and the introduétion of manufaoriesand

lines
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lines of trade yet unknown among us or
tequiring a force of capital, which are to
make our country rich and powerful, are
interrupted and fufpended by our want
of public credit and the diforders of our

government.

THE END
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