American policy course would be forthcoming. If desired, at
such a venue, contact between the United States and Iran
could be initiated.

If, however, the U.S. lame duck administration goes into
that meeting with the intention of drafting Arab and Islamic
troops for Iraq (as has been leaked), it will fail. The only
possible way out is a radical change in U.S. policy, a change
which a Kerry Administration could initiate. Kerry has gone
on record, not only denouncing the war and the post-war
fiasco, but pledging to start withdrawing troops in his first
year in office. He has also endorsed the idea of a conference
of Iraq’s neighbors. Both moves are contained in the
LaRouche Doctrine, issued by the former Democratic candi-
date in April.

Nothing short of a plan to end the occupation of Iraq will
succeed. The elections slated for January 2005 may never take
place, given the fact that the United Nations cannot currently
deploy more than 35 people in Iraq, in the absence of adequate
security. More were available for the elections in tiny East
Timor! Even Bush-ally Australia has declined to provide
troops to protect UN personnel, who are tasked with prepar-
ing elections.

Current U.S. moves to eliminate the resistance in Sunni
cities such as Ramadi, Fallujah, and Samarra, allegedly in
order to make elections possible, will fail. The “success story”
of Samarra was not that at all, according to informed sources
on the ground. After U.S. forces reneged on negotiated agree-
ments and stormed that city, they found nobody at home. The
resistance units had redeployed out of the city. Iraqi resistance
negotiators in Fallujah drew the appropriate lesson, and broke
off talks as soon as interim Prime Minister Iyad Allawi unilat-
erally announced that the city would be stormed, unless al-
Zarqawi and his group were surrendered to the authorities.

As of Oct. 21, leading Sunni organizations, like the Asso-
ciation of Muslim Scholars, who represent 3,000 mosques,
have threatened to boycott the January elections, which will
render the polls more meaningless than those recently orches-
trated in Afghanistan.

The issue is not elections per se, but ending the occupa-
tion. It is significant that Ayatollah Aliu Husseini al-Sistani,
the supreme religious authority of the Shi’ites, has reportedly
encouraged the formation of a committee, which should vet
candidates for a single slate in the elections. The criteria cited
by a spokesman are straightforward: “We will support all
those who seek a way out of the crisis, who want to end the
occupation, and who are committed to implementing free
elections.”

Radical change in U.S. policy is the sine qua non for a
successful resolution. This is why the perspective of a Kerry
Administration, shaped by LaRouche, especially in foreign
policy, is generating hope throughout Southwest Asia.
LaRouche is the only leading American political figure
trusted in the Arab and Islamic world. That trust is the most
valuable asset that a Kerry Administration could deploy in
finally cleaning up the mess in Iraq.
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NSSM 200 Returns, Targets
Africa’s Raw Materials

by Dean Andromidas

Pointing to the ongoing mad drive by speculators into raw
materials, senior European financial and intelligence sources
see the return of the infamous 1974 population-control docu-
ment, U.S. National Security Study Memorandum 200, as the
hegemonic policy of the Anglo-American Synarchist oligar-
chy. Other players now being drawn into this policy are West-
ern Europe, Russia, and China.

Drafted three decades ago under the direction of then U.S.
National Security Advisor Henry Kissinger, NSSM 200, ti-
tled “Implications of World Wide Population Growth for U.S.
Security and Overseas Interest,” was classified as “secret”
until 1990. The document defined the population increase of
developing countries as a strategic threat to the United States
and the West, because it would limit access to the natural
resources of these nations, which might use the resources for
their own development. (See Feature, p. 26.)

The Dismemberment of Africa

NSSM 200 hit Africa brutally in the last three decades.
The Four Horsemen of this Apocalypse have been Anglo-
American mining and oil corporations, City of London finan-
ciers, British mercenary companies, and Israeli arms dealers.
These are the forces that have expanded the Anglo-American-
backed southern Sudanese separatist movement of their agent
John Garang into the Darfur region to the west. This operation
is aimed at dismembering Sudan and grabbing its oil and
water resources, and in the process, destroying Egypt.

Farther south, in Central Africa and the Great Lakes re-
gion, including the Democratic Republic of Congo (D.R.C.),
Rwanda, Burundi, and Uganda, wars over natural resources
have been raging since the early 1990s. Here all Four Horse-
man of this Apocalypse can be found ravaging the continent;
between 2 and 6 million Africans have lost their lives.

The most notorious example is Heritage Oil and Gas,
which has oil concessions in Uganda and mining concessions
in the DRC. Its founder and director, Tony Buckingham, is a
former British special forces officer, who founded Executive
Outcomes out of the same offices in London. Although Exec-
utive Outcomes has been formally disbanded, it meta-
morphozed into companies with other names, including Logo
Logistics and Triple A.

The second founder of Executive Outcomes, its former
director, Simon Mann, is now serving a seven-year sentence
in a maximum security prison in Zimbabwe for illegal arms
purchases, as part of a plot to launch a coup in oil-rich Equato-
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rial Guinea. (See EIR, Sept. 17,2004.) This coup attempt was
financed by Mark Thatcher, the son of former British Prime
Minister Margeret Thatcher.

Less international media attention has been focussed on
the feverish attentions given to the oil-rich region stretching
from North Africa and down the continent’s west coast. This
region supplies the United States with almost 20% of its oil
imports, and the countries of the European Union with 20%
of their oil requirements. Algeria, with pipelines running un-
der the Mediterranean to Europe, is the European Union’s
second most important foreign supplier of gas, accounting for
more than 11% of its requirements.

One of the key think-tanks formulating Anglo-American
oil policy is the Institute for Advanced Strategic and Political
Studies (IASPS), with offices in Washington and Jerusalem.
In2001, shortly after Vice President Dick Cheney released the
National Energy Policy Report, which called for the United
States to exploit the oil of West Africa, IASPS formed the
African Oil Policy Initiative Group, which includes represen-
tatives from the U.S. government, oil corporations, banks,
and think-tanks, and has been promoting this oil grab and
lobbying by the U.S. government to establish military bases
in West Africa.
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Inrecent years, substantial reserves of oil have been found
deep in the Libyan desert, whose richness is rivalled only by
the reserves of the Persian Gulf. Libya officially has no less
than 36 billion barrels of proven oil reserves, and some Libyan
officials claim the reserves to be as high as 100 billion. Thus,
in the past year, Libya’s Muammar Qaddafi has gone from
“dictator of arogue state and supporter of international terror-
ism,” to a welcome host for Anglo-American oil companies
eager to participate in the recent discovery of new oil and
gas reserves.

In March 2004, British Prime Minister Tony Blair visited
Tripoli, Libya, where he helped Royal Dutch Shell clinch a
natural gas deal worth hundreds of millions of dollars. Blair
was soon followed by Italian Prime Minister Silvio Ber-
lusconi, and then, in October, German Chancellor Gerhard
Schroder arrived, with 25 captains of German industry in
tow. French Foreign Minister Michel Barnier also made the
pilgrimage to Qaddafi’s tent, and will be followed by French
President Jacques Chirac later this year.

The mad rush to the Libyan desert was made possible
after a deal with the Bush Administration and the government
of Tony Blair, in which Qaddafi renounced his weapons of
mass destruction program, and agreed to pay off the families
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who lost loved ones in the 1988 bombing of Pan Am flight
109 over Lockerbie, Scotland, in which 270 people died. In
return, United Nations sanctions were lifted, and now Libya
has become a partner in the Bush Administration’s crusade
against weapons of mass destruction.

War on Terror—or War for
Natural Resources

In the context of the war on terror, the Pentagon estab-
lished a regional headquarters in Djibouti, on the Horn of
Africa, where 2,000 U.S. troops are stationed with the mission
of hunting down al-Qaeda terrorists in Eritrea, Ethiopia, So-
malia, Sudan, Yemen, Saudi Arabia, and East Africa. In addi-
tion, the Pentagon and U.S. State Department launched the
“Pan-Sahel Initiative,” now called the Trans-Sahara Counter
Terrorism Initiative, which includes the deployment of U.S.
special forces throughout the Sahara and Sahel, from the Horn
of Africa to the Western Sahara. The $100 million program
already includes Mali, Mauritania, Niger, and Chad, and it is
expected to expand to include Morocco, Tunisia, and Algeria.
The mission is to train national forces and establish multina-
tional cooperation, with the object of hunting down al-Qaeda,
whose actual presence in the area is disputed.

All four countries, as well as Djibouti, were former French
colonies, and all maintain strong relations with their former
colonial master. In fact, the French Foreign Legion maintains
one of its principal bases in Djibouti. Although France is at
loggerheads with the Bush Administration over Iraq, coopera-
tion between France and the United States is said to be close.
This, in part, is thanks to the workings of globalization, in
which French oil companies have partnered with American
companies.

A glance at a map reveals that these four countries—Mali,
Mauritania, Niger, and Chad—form a divide between oil- and
gas-rich North Africa, and the mineral-rich states of Central
Africa, and the oil-rich region of West Africa. Thus we find
Niger, which to its north borders oil- and gas-rich Algeria and
Libya, and to its south, oil-rich Nigeria. Niger itself is the
world’s third largest producer of uranium. Chad’s northern
border is with Libya, and to its east is Sudan, where the Anglo-
American powers are manipulating the Darfur crisis in order
to dismember Sudan and grab its oil resources. Land-locked
Chad, one of the poorest countries in the world, has itself
become an oil producer. Oil from Chad flows to the Cam-
eroonian coast through the Chad-Cameroon pipeline.

As for Mauritania and Mali, both share a border with
Algeria to their north, and to the west, they border the poten-
tially oil-rich region of West Africa. Mauritania is on the
Atlantic, and oil and gas exploration is already under way
there.

Who Is Backing Terrorism in Africa?

A look at the terror groups in the region reveals that they,
too, are linked to the natural resource grab. An example is
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the Air and Azawak Liberation Front (FLAA), the principal
insurgent group in Niger, based in the Air and Azawak moun-
tains. In the middle of these mountains, lies the uranium-
mining settlement of Arlit.

Another example is in the disputed territory of Western
Sahara, which borders Mauritania. When Spain walked away
from its colony of the Western Sahara, it failed to ensure
that an organized government would be left in its place, in
effect inviting Morocco to grab the entire territory. In the
subsequent conflict with the West Sahara Polisario Front,
the Moroccans drove most of the region’s 200,000 popula-
tion into refugee camps in Algeria. Until last June, the senior
George Bush’s former Secretary of State, James Baker,
served as a United Nations mediator to resolve the crisis.
As is well known, however, Baker’s law firm also serves
some of the largest oil corporations in the United States.
Despite the disputed nature of the territory, oil companies
are making their moves.

In 2001, the Kerr-McGee energy corporation, based in
Oklahoma, signed a contract with Morocco for oil exploration
off the coast of West Sahara. One of the directors of Kerr-
McGee is William E. Bradford, former chairman of Dick
Cheney’s Halliburton. Another company, the London-based
Wessex Exploration Limited, signed a contract with Morocco
to make an oil and gas survey of the entire region.

Not to be outdone, the Polisario Front signed a contract
for oil exploration with Fusion Oil and Gas PLC, based in
London and Australia, and Premier Oil PLC, also based in
London. The transaction is listed on Fusion Oil’s website
under the name “Saharawi Arab Democratic Republic.” Al-
though recognized by many states in Asia, Ibero-America,
and Africa, Saharawi exists only as the self-declared state of
the Polisario Front, which does not control the territory. Fu-
sion also controls oil concessions up and down the West Coast
of Africa, including in Senegal, Guinea-Bissau, Cameroon,
Ghana, Mauritania, Gabon, and Gambia.

With United Nations-sponsored talks at a standstill, it is
not out of the question that the conflict between the Moroccan
government and Polisario could be re-ignited, and oil compa-
nies could find themselves aiding both sides of the conflict. It
would be a throwback to the 1970s and 1980s, when American
oil companies were paying the Angolan government hun-
dreds of millions of dollars in oil revenues, while the U.S.
Central Intelligence Agency was financing the UNITA guer-
rilla movement, which was fighting the Cubans the same An-
golan government was employing and paying with its oil rev-
enues.

Far from fostering stability, this Anglo-American policy
has undermined the stability of the entire region. Along Afri-
ca’s West Coast—the new El Dorado for oil and gas—there
have been a half-dozen coup attempts in recent years, includ-
ing Equatorial Guinea, Sdo Tomé and Principe, Mauritania,
and Guinea Bissau—and regime changes in Liberia and Si-
erra Leone, to name a few.
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