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corporate preemption. We see it in the North Koreans 
speaking of a preemptive nuclear strike. Why? Every-
body is concerned about the United States of America. 
Everybody is concerned about the American nuclear 
enterprise and the irresponsible actions and words of 
the American political leaders and the unelected Deep 
State. And if we sit back and do nothing, then we are 
headed down a path of disaster.

You know, the American group of nuclear scien-
tists—the Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists—they do 
something called the nuclear clock. And they recently 
set the clock to 90 seconds. I think that’s just mislead-
ing. That implies that we have time. We don’t have 
any time. The real state of the nuclear clock is a half-
second from midnight; less than that. All it takes is one 
click and it’s all over. And we are positioned to have 
that click at any moment. One mistake, one miscalcula-
tion, one error of judgment and nuclear weapons will 

be launched. Once they’re launched, there is no such 
thing as a limited nuclear strike. It will be total nuclear 
conflict, and we will all die. That’s the reality of the 
situation we, the American people, and everybody in 
the world faces today.

So, in short, if you don’t make nuclear disarma
ment and arms control your number one policy, you’re 
wrong. Everything else is important, I’m not denying 
that. But nothing else matters if the world doesn’t 
exist. And the only thing out there right now capable 
of destroying the world tomorrow is nuclear wea
pons in the hands of the United States. So, we should 
all be pushing for the empowering of the American 
people so that we can once again give voice to this 
concept of democracy and bring our elected officials 
to heel, and in doing so bring an end to this unelected 
Deep State known as the inter-agency. Thank you 
very much.

The following is a statement by 
Adolfo Pérez Esquivel which was 
read as part of the proceedings for 
the Schiller Institute’s April 15-16 
Conference, “Without the Develop-
ment of All Nations, There Can Be No 
Lasting Peace for the Planet” during 
Panel 1, “The Growing Danger of 
World War III Underlines the Neces-
sity for a New Security Architecture.” 
Mr. Esquivel is a civil rights activ-
ist and a Nobel Peace Prize winner 
(1980) from Argentina. The statement 
was read by Juan Carrero of Spain. Watch the entire 
conference here.
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Good afternoon. My name is Juan Carrero, Presi-
dent of the small S’Olivar Foundation, based in Mal-
lorca, Spain. 

Today I have been granted a double honor.
The first is that of communicating a message from 

Adolfo Pérez Esquivel, our dear companion and teach-
er for half a century now, in the nonviolence move-
ment, who also, as international president of SERPAJ, 

the Peace and Justice Service, has ac-
companied the peoples on the paths 
of justice and peace.

The value of his efforts in Latin 
America was justly recognized in 
1980 with the Nobel Peace Prize. 
Those were different times in the No-
bel Institute and the Norwegian par-
liament. Since then, his generosity has 
only grown. There is no global cause 
towards which he has been indiffer-
ent. Among many other international 
commitments, he has always ener-

getically supported us in our efforts for peace, justice, 
truth and reconciliation in Rwanda and the Democratic 
Republic of Congo, the scene of the greatest massacres 
since World War II. 

To support our efforts, for several years he even 
proposed me for a Nobel Peace Prize, thus becoming, 
with his support, the Spanish candidate with the most 
support ever: from the unanimous support of Spain’s 
parliament to the support of thousands of institutions, 
personalities and organizations. 

Together with Lanza del Vasto, the European direct 
disciple of Mahatma Gandhi, Adolfo has been for my 
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wife Susana and me the link which has indissolubly 
bound us for all time to Mahatma Gandhi and Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King. For us, they are both a living presence 
which always moves us deeply and acts in our lives in 
a surprising and effective way. 

The second honor to which I referred, is that of 
communicating Adolfo’s message to such an important 
event as today’s Schiller Institute conference. Here, 
then, is the message of Adolfo for, and in support of 
this conference, a message which he wanted to trans-
mit to all of you through me.

Greetings from 
Adolfo Pérez Esquivel

I send an embrace, Juan, of peace and goodness, so 
needed by the world in these times of uncertainty—a 
world that must make every possible effort to avoid 
another war, this time a nuclear one. 

What I can contribute to this Schiller Institute con-
ference is my call for the United Nations to coura-
geously stand up and summon the peoples of the world 
to resist in order to put an end to war, thus ceasing to be 
a puppet of the great powers.

The world is at the brink of insanity because of rul-
ers who put their own political, economic and strategic 
interests of domination before life. 

We are at an inflection point, of dramatic and de-
cisive changes in the world, with a high cost in lives, 
hunger, diseases and destruction of Mother Earth. 

Many are the appeals to build peace: from the voice 
of Pope Francis to those of personalities and govern-
ments, as well as the clamor of the people. We join our 
voices daily to those demanding peace. 

We must reach a political, but fundamentally a hu-
manitarian solution in order to put an end to the mul-
tiple wars unleashed in the world. People remain si-
lent about many of them, such as those, among others, 
which are occurring in Israel and Palestine, Armenia, 
and in various African countries. 

As for the war in Ukraine, so dangerous for all hu-
manity, there are several proposals for how to reach a 
constructive dialogue and put an end to it. 

But unfortunately, the warlords do not want to hear 
anything, and they continue increasing their shipments 
of arms and money to Ukraine, feeding the conflict. 

It is a war provoked by great powers such as the 
United States, by NATO, and by strategic and political 
interests who wish to ensure their world hegemony. 

The world is changing, and if we wish to survive 
and save our planet Earth, our common house, we need 
a new social pact of coexistence between the people 
and Mother Earth.

To achieve that, it is necessary to reestablish the 
equilibrium that no longer exists today, subjecting hu-
manity to social violence. 

Level-headedness, relations between peoples, and 
spirituality have all been lost. We are facing the banish-
ment of God—His exile. 

A Rebellion of Consciences Against War 
The United Nations is an echoless chamber run by 

the United States. And the Organization of American 
States is a colonial organization. Europe has lost its 
voice, and has become a colonial enclave of the United 
States. 

In order to demand a negotiated solution to the 
wars, it is necessary and urgent that religions, church-
es, temples, mosques, synagogues and monasteries call 
for days of prayer and action. Trade unions and social 
organizations should propose actions. 

UNESCO, educators, scientists and communica-
tion professionals must be present in the rebellion of 
consciences against war and in the demand for peace.

We must all join our voices and actions to those of 
others on the same path, before it is too late.

We must recall the past to enlighten the present. Hi-
roshima and Nagasaki are not the past. Humanity is 
still pained by the horrors of the concentration camps, 
the Holocaust, the massacres. 

The powers threaten to use nuclear weapons. What 
can we do: Shout to those who do not want to hear? 
Shout where telephones and all communications are 
cut? They only listen to themselves.

But we cannot lose hope that a different world is 
possible if we join efforts and wills to achieve peace. 
Not peace as a mere absence of wars and conflicts, but 
as the fruit of justice in fraternal relations between in-
dividuals and nations. 

In order to stop war, the rebellion of the peoples 
is necessary. The governments involved in war have 
other objectives and criteria for strengthening their 
power of domination. As far as their personal interests 
are concerned, human beings don’t count.

We must call for a world day of rebellion and de-
mand an end to wars—that weapons be transformed 
into ploughshares, as the prophet Isaiah proclaimed 
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thousands of years ago.
The United Nations must rebel against the prevail-

ing totalitarianism and convene a General Assembly of 
the peoples who want peace. It must put an end to the 
wars and the hypocrisy of the rulers. They must adopt 
their own preamble: “We the Peoples of the World 
want Peace.” 

Let us save the life of the planet, our common 
home. We cannot continue to be spectators. We must 

undertake a rebellion of values and spirit to transform 
this reality that overwhelms all humanity. 

Juan, you have all my solidarity and support in this 
common challenge to achieve peace together with so 
many brothers and sisters in the world. I wish all the 
participants in the conference much strength and hope. 
I join my voice to that of all humanity. 

Adolfo Pérez Esquivel—Buenos Aires, April 11, 
2023.

This is the edited transcript of 
the presentation of Wolfgang Effen-
berger to Panel 1, “The Growing 
Danger of World War III Underlines 
the Necessity for a New Security Ar-
chitecture,” of the Schiller Institute’s 
April 15-16 Conference, “Without 
the Development of All Nations, 
There Can Be No Lasting Peace 
for the Planet.”Mr. Effenberger is 
an author and retired officer of the 
German Bundeswehr. Watch the en-
tire conference here.
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Thank you very much for the invitation to the Schil-
ler Institute event, “Stop the Nuclear War Danger 
Now!” Thanks to all who are participating in this con-
ference.

Dear movers for peace, in a few days it will be the 
77th anniversary of the historic meeting of American 
and Soviet soldiers in Torgau. The photograph of the 
“Handshake of Torgau” on the destroyed bridge over 
the Elbe river went around the world. At that time, it 
stood as a sign of the imminent end of the war and 
the hope for a peaceful future. And, as a student at the 
time, it had a powerful effect on me.

Today, that image is symbolically associated with 
the end of the Second World War and the liberation 
from National Socialist tyranny. It unites remem-
brance and commemoration with the admonition to 
preserve peace. Unfortunately, the hope associated 
with this photograph 78 years ago was only a mirage. 

Because while both American and 
Russian soldiers here in Torgau 
were enthusiastic about the dawn-
ing peace, British general staff of-
ficers were already working on the 
“Operation Unthinkable” war plan 
commissioned by Winston Chur
chill to force back the then Soviet 
Union and restore an independent 
Poland. The attack, with more than 
100 divisions, including Wehrmacht 
units that had not been designated 
as prisoners of war, was about to 
start on July 1, 1945—less than ten 
weeks after the handshake.

This attack did not happen, because, just in the nick 
of time, Stalin delivered an ultimatum, demanding 
the arrest of the German successor government under 
[Admiral Karl] Dönitz that had been established right 
next to the British headquarters in Flensburg-Mürwik, 
and demanding the transfer of the German soldiers into 
captivity. This indeed happened on May 23, 1945.

In early September 1945, U.S. President Harry S 
Truman tasked General Eisenhower with “Operation 
Totality.” With 20 to 30 atomic bombs, 20 Soviet in-
dustrial cities were to be destroyed in one fell swoop. 
Such plans were being constantly refined. On May 15, 
1947, Truman announced his doctrine for containing 
the further expansion of the Soviet Union.

This was followed by the Marshall Plan on June 
6, 1947. Its goal was to strengthen Western Europe 
against the Eastern Bloc and to open markets for the 
American economy, which was still overheated by the 
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