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III. History and Culture

Blessed Are the Peacemalkers

In Memory of

President John F. Kennedy

by Harley Schlanger

Nov. 22—At a moment of building ten-
sions throughout the world, with wars on-
going and starvation and deaths from dis-
ease taking too many lives, and leaders
unwilling to stand up against the private
interests of the oligarchs who are operating
in the shadows, | recommend we pause for
a moment to remember the life of a great
American—former President John F. Ken-
nedy, who was taken from us 60 years ago
today in Dallas, Texas in an assassination
still covered up by the people who were re-
sponsible for organizing both his death and
the cover-up of his death.

Kennedy was a man of great courage.
Most famous perhaps for his willingness
to stand up against the shadow government
of his time, which was pushing him to go
to war with the Soviet Union. Particularly
during the 1961 Bay of Pigs crisis, which
was in particular the work of Allen Dulles
and the CIA, and then again in October 1962, during
the Cuban Missile Crisis.

President Kennedy famously said that he preferred
negotiations to war, even as his advisors were advocat-
ing attacks on Cuba, threats to invade or attack the So-
viet Union, the deployment of missiles surrounding the
Soviet Union, and so on. Kennedy made the statement
in his Inaugural Address, “Let us never negotiate out of
fear, but let us never fear to negotiate.”

That was on January 20, 1961.

Three days earlier, President Dwight Eisenhower
had given his Farewell Address in which he made the
following comments. Talking about how the private
defense industry had become a permanent part of the
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JFK Library
President John F. Kennedy, delivering his inaugural address, Jan. 20, 1961:
“Let us begin anew—remembering on both sides that civility is not a sign of
weakness, and sincerity is always subject to proof. Let us never negotiate out of
fear. But let us never fear to negotiate.”

economy after World War I1, Eisenhower said,

This conjunction of an immense military estab-
lishment and a large arms industry is new in the
American experience. The total influence, eco-
nomic, political, even spiritual, is felt in every
city, every statehouse, every office of the Fed-
eral government. In the councils of government,
we must guard against the acquisition of unwar-
ranted influence, whether sought or unsought,
by the military-industrial complex. The poten-
tial for the disastrous rise of misplaced power
exists and will persist.

EIR December 1, 2023

© 2023 EIR News Service Inc. All Rights Reserved. Reproduction in whole or in part without permission strictly prohibited.


https://www.archives.gov/milestone-documents/president-john-f-kennedys-inaugural-address
https://www.archives.gov/milestone-documents/president-dwight-d-eisenhowers-farewell-address
http://www.larouchepub.com/eiw/public/2023/eirv50n47-20231201/index.html

can be resolved ... or at least make the world safe for diversity.”

And he concluded by calling on an “alert and
knowledgeable citizenry” to protect against abuses by
this power. It was against this military-industrial com-
plex that we can see John F. Kennedy moving in the
last months of his life. 1 want to give you some ex-
amples of that.

Recoup the Chance Lost in 1963

Let’s start with his famous June
10, 1963, peace speech, a commence-
ment address at American University in
which he announced the moves toward
a nuclear test ban treaty, and included
an appeal to the Soviet Union at the end
of the speech, saying:

So, let us not be blind to our differ-
ences, but let us also direct attention
to our common interests and the
means by which those differences
can be resolved. And if we cannot
end now our differences, at least we
can help make the world safe for di-
versity. For, in the final analysis, our
most basic common link is that we
all inhabit this small planet. We all l
breathe the same air. We all cherish
our children’s future. And we are all
mortal.
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President Kennedy delivering his American University Commencement Address
(Peace speech), June 10, 1963: ““Let us not be blind to our differences, but let us also
direct attention to our common interests and the means by which those differences

Therefore, in his view, we must
act on the basis of this common link.
There are examples galore of what
he did in these last months. I’m go-
ing to take the time to go through
three of them.

On June 4, 1963, a week before
the American University speech,
Kennedy signed Executive Or-
der 11110, which issued U.S. notes
through the Treasury rather than
Federal Reserve notes. There’s some
debate as to whether he intended to
go further. | think the evidence is
clear that he intended to remove the
power of the central banks. The pri-
vate banks, by the way, controlled
the central bank of the United States,
the Federal Reserve. Kennedy was in
a fight to ensure that there would be
credit available for producers. It was
in that context that he issued this executive order.

On June 11, the day after the American Univer-
sity speech, he gave a nationally televised address on
civil rights. He was announcing a package of legisla-
tion that he was sending to Congress to carry through
a whole new direction of civil rights legislation that
would change the country from the period of segre-
gation and discrimination, into a new future. He said:

President Kennedy meets with Chairman Khrushchev at the U.S. Embassy
residence in Vienna, June 3, 1961.
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“Every American ought to have the
right to be treated as he would wish
to be treated, as one would wish his
children to be treated.”

Again, what you see is the appeal
for the benefit of the other, that we
each have responsibility for the com-
mon good of our fellow citizens, as
well as for our fellow human beings
in other countries. This was central to
what Kennedy was doing in the last
months of his life. The civil rights
legislation was not passed until after
his death.

From June until his assas-
sination, he was working on a
broad project of rapprochement,
of détente with the Soviet Union
through communication with Ni-
kita Khrushchev, the Premier of the
Soviet Union. President Kennedy had authorized a
back-channel discussion with Cuba’s Fidel Castro.
He was involved in a fight with his military and in-
telligence community to pull troops out of Vietnam;
to end the struggle to enforce colonialism against the
Global South. Kennedy made several speeches on
this as a Senator, in 1954 on Vietnam, and in 1957
on Algeria. Kennedy came from that Franklin Roo-
sevelt tradition that said that the United States has
a tradition of anti-colonial revolution and must not
stand on the side of the colonial oppressors against
the sovereign interest of states in the Global South.
In that sense, Kennedy was pursuing the kinds of
policies that we see coming together today in the
emergence of the BRICS and other kinds of alli-
ances.

Each of these statements challenged the power
of the military-industrial complex. This becomes
absolutely clear if you do a deeper dive. | recommend
the book by James W. Douglass, JFK and the
Unspeakable, in which he details the opposition to
President Kennedy from the CIA, from the FBI, from
the intelligence community, from the networks of the
Dulles brothers. And the irony of course is that after
his assassination, who was the person coordinating
the Warren Commission investigation into his
death? It was Allen Dulles; no wonder there was a
cover-up.
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White House/Cecil Stoughton
The Warren Commission. Chief Justice Earl Warren hands the coverup report on the
assassination of President Kennedy to President Lyndon Johnson. To Johnson’s left
(with bow tie) is Allen Dulles.

Let Us Start the Kennedy Second Term

What was the fear in London and New York? It was
that with a second term, and the possibility of a Robert
F. Kennedy Presidency succeeding him, their power
would be reduced if not eliminated. There are reports
that after the Bay of Pigs crisis, President Kennedy had
said he wished to “splinter the CIA into a thousand
pieces and scatter it to the winds.”

Given what we know today—the danger that these
forces represented back then and still today—Iet us in-
voke the spirit of John F. Kennedy to finish the job that
he was prevented from completing. That’s the mission
of the Schiller Institute. That was the mission that Ken-
nedy’s fellow World War 1l veteran, Lyndon LaRouche,
took forward in his life: The idea that the United States
must continue to represent the tradition of an anti-colo-
nial revolutionary power with a Constitution that rests
power in the hands of the people, not in the hands of
private special interests such as the corporate cartels
that control the banking system, the healthcare system,
the food delivery system, and so on.

Kennedy made another speech that | want to bring
to your attention, which again is relevant for today and
is a powerful indication of his thinking. This was a
speech against secrecy before the American Newspa-
per Publishers Association on April 27, 1961. He said:

The very word secrecy is repugnant in a free
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and open society; and we are as a people inher-
ently and historically opposed to secret societ-
ies, to secret oaths and to secret proceedings....
And there is very grave danger that an an-
nounced need for increased security will be
seized upon by those anxious to expand its
meaning to the very limits of official censorship
and concealment.

Think about that after 9/11 and the revelations of
Edward Snowden. JFK went on to say:

I not only could not stifle controversy among
your readers—I welcome it....

Without debate, without criticism, no Ad-
ministration and no country can succeed—and
no republic can survive. That is why the Athe-
nian lawmaker Solon decreed it a crime for any
citizen to shrink from controversy.

Those words say so much to those of us today who
are trying to organize to put an end to the power of this
military-industrial complex that President Eisenhower
warned us about, and that took the life of John F. Ken-
nedy. It’s in that sense that | would invoke his spirit for
you to engage in discussion around the Thanksgiving
dinner tomorrow, and to bring to life this American tra-
dition which is in danger of being snuffed out by those
who wish to have their power to run a unipolar order
unchallenged. As Kennedy said, to paraphrase him, we
must not only challenge it, but we must welcome the
challenge to bring our country back to its traditions.

Readers can follow Harley Schlanger’s daily video
updates on the website of The LaRouche Organization
here. This article is adapted from his report on Wednes-
day, Nov. 22, the 60th anniversary of the assassination
of President Kennedy. He urged his listeners to go to
YouTube, listen to speeches by John F. Kennedy, and
engage in critical thinking.

The Schiller Institute

has just released Volume 2,
No. 1, of its new journal
Leonore, which opens with
the following from Lyndon
H. LaRouche, Jr.s October
20,2002, article, “The
Historical Individual”:

“The principal cause for
the doom of any culture, is
that mental disorder typical
of popular opinion, which is
to assume the validity of any
assumptions currently
adopted by a learned

profession, or religious teaching, or more crudely adopted as

‘generally accepted popular opinion’.”

'The 88-page issue, contains eleven articles, including the first
English translation of one of the last letters by the 15th century
scientific and political genius, Cardinal Nicholas of Cusa, which has
been called his “religious last will,” and an original translation of
Friedrich Schiller’s “On the Sublime,” described as “perhaps his most
refined discussion of the process of the development of the soul.”

Preview the issue
here and see the full table of
contents.

'The preview includes the
ground-breaking article by
Jason Ross, “Vernadskian
Time: Time for Humanity,”
which addresses “the para-
doxes posed by Vernadsky’s
scientific work,” which open
the way to a an entirely new
set of definitions of space,
time and matter, taken from
the standpoint of the human
mind.

The journal is yours as a
monthly Schiller Institute
contributing member. Mem-
berships start at $5/month.
Sign up here.
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